MOST  UP-TO-DATE  CALENDAR  IN  NEW  ENGLAND! 


VOL  11,  NO.  33^^  March  10, 1984  g  m  ■  $1-00 

GayCommunity  News 

^  THE  WEEKLY  FOR  LESBIANS  AND  GAY  MALES  &  BIPAD:  65498 


THE  WEEKLY  FOR  LESBIANS  AND  GAY  MALES 


COLORADO  BEER  BARON 
LOSES  TO  GAY 
JANITOR 

LESBIAN 

PHOTOGRAPHERS 


'f,  *  '  -  '  '  V’W* 
;  ■ 


THE  BROADER 
SCOPE  OF 


MALDEN 
PASSES 
RIGHTS 
BILL 


1  1 rtx-  : 


?**■*».  — * 


'  *■  “ Wr.r *i l'- 


.'7..  ^  v  -  v>- n, -  ... 


Medical  Conundrums  P6 _  Lesbian  Photographers  P8 


GayCommunityNews 


Vol.  11,  No.  33 


-(617)  426-4469- 


©GCN,  1984- 


March  10,  1984 


Beer  Gaycott  “ Constitutionally  Protected" 

Coors  Anti-Boycott  Suit  Quashed 


By  David  Lamble 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  A  Nixon- 
appointed  federal  judge,  on  Feb. 
17,  quashed  a  two-year  drive  by 
Joseph  Coors,  member  of  Presi¬ 
dent  Ronald  Reagan’s  “kitchen 
cabinet,”  to  use  anti-trust  laws  to 
halt  a  gay-,  minority-  and  labor- 
sponsored  boycott  against  the 
Coors  multi-million  dollar  beer 
empire.  Coors’  profits,  for  many 
years,  have  funded  new  right 
groups. 

Judge  Spencer  Williams,  of  the 
U.S.  District  Court  of  Northern 
California,  held  that  the  Coors 
Boycott  Committee  (CBC),  Soli¬ 
darity,  a  group  supporting  the 
boycott,  and  gay  labor  activist 
Howard  Wallace,  were  “constitu¬ 
tionally  protected”  in  their  effort 
to  protest  and  apply  pressure  of  a 
consumer  boycott  to  change 
Coors’  “use  of  pre-employment  lie 
detector  examinations,  company 
policy  regarding  search  and  seizure 
of  employees’  property  and  policy 
on  minority  hiring.”  The  judge 


cited  an  unsuccessful  1977  strike 
by  Coors’  union  brewery  workers 
in  Golden,  Colorado  as  the  basis 
for  the  CBC’s  “concern  that 
Coors  engaged  in  concerted 
‘union-busting’  activities.” 

Coors  boycott  organizer 
Howard  Wallace  had,  during  the 
long  legal  struggle,  voiced  fears 
that,  if  the  judge  upheld  Coors’ 
use  of  anti-trust  laws  to  perman¬ 
ently  enjoin  the  boycott,  “or¬ 
ganized  labor,  gay,  minority  and 
consumer  groups  would  lose  a 
valuable  tool  for  social  change.” 
Wallace  cited  the  effective  use  of 
boycotts  by  the  United  Farm 
Workers  Union  and  lesbian  and 
gay  efforts  to  squeeze  the  Florida 
citrus  industry  into  firing  spokes¬ 
woman  Anita  Bryant  as  she  led 
campaigns  to  abolish  lesbian  and 
gay  rights  ordinances  in  Miami 
and  around  the  country. 

In  an  opinion  peppered  with 
strong  language.  Judge  Williams 
labeled  “far-fetched”  arguments 


by  lawyers  for  the  Adolph  Coors 
Company  that  Wallace  and  the 
CBC  were  engaged  in  an  illegal  ef¬ 
fort  to  put  the  $800  million  a  year 
brewery  out  of  business.  Legal 
theories  advanced  by  Coors’  at¬ 
torneys  seemed  to  treat  Wallace, 
an  $8.50  per  hour  theatre  janitor, 
and  the  CBC  like  they  were  rivals 
in  the  cutthroat  beer  business. 
Judge  Williams  dismissed  these 
theories  as  “precisely  the  sort  of 
unwarranted  expansion  in  anti¬ 
trust  theory  against  which  the 
Supreme  Court  recently  warned” 
and  added  that  “the  anti-trust 
laws  protect  competition,  not 
competitors.”  Judge  Williams  in¬ 
dicated  that  the  Coors  boycott  had 
the  same  legal  protections  recently 
granted  by  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court  to  a  black  civil  rights 
boycott  against  white  merchants  in 
Mississippi. 

Last  June,  Judge  Williams 
blocked  efforts  by  Coors’  at¬ 
torneys  to  obtain  files  and  mem- 


Second  City  in  State  to  Do  So 

Malden,  Mass.  Passes 
Gay  Rights  Measure 


By  Larry  Goldsmith . 

MALDEN,  MA  —  It  was  a  well- 
kept  secret  for  three  weeks,  but 
this  suburban  Boston  city  of 
53,000  people  became  the  second 
municipality  in  Massachusetts  to 
enact  lesbian  and  gay  rights  legisla¬ 
tion  when  the  city  council  voted  7 
to  2,  on  February  8,  in  favor  of  a 
comprehensive  human  rights  or¬ 
dinance. 

Actually,  passage  of  the  or¬ 
dinance  did  receive  prominent 
coverage  in  the  Malden  Evening 
News,  which  spotlighted  the 
failure  of  two  city  councillors  to 
delete  protections  in  the  law  based 
on  sexual  preference.  But  Boston 
media  apparently  failed  to  note 
that  Malden  has  joined  the  western 
Massachusetts  town  of  Amherst  in 
speaking  out  against  anti-gay 
discrimination. 

The  ordinance,  which  estab¬ 
lishes  a  nine-member  Human 
Rights  Commission  and  a 
17-member  Advisory  council  to 
educate  local  residents  and  hear 
complaints  of  civil  rights  viola¬ 
tions,  first  began  to  take  shape 
after  nationally-publicized  racist 
and  anti-Semitic  vandalism  in  the 
city  in  1982.  A  conference  co¬ 
sponsored  by  the  city  and  the  U.S. 
Justice  Department  culminated  in 
the  formation  of  a  citizens’  group 
to  write  an  ordinance. 

City  Councillor  Neal  Anderson, 
who  worked  on  drafting  the  or¬ 
dinance  prior  to  being  elected  to 
the  council  last  November,  told 
GCN  the  group  working  on  the  or¬ 
dinance  represented  “a  cross- 
section”  of  the  people  in  the  city. 
After  the  organization  divided 
itself  into  seven  sub-groups,  An¬ 
derson  said,  “each  group  worked 
on  a  different  section  of  the  or¬ 
dinance.  When  we  finally  finished 
that  process  and  presented  it  to  the 
city,  sexual  preference  was  in¬ 
cluded.” 

But  that  inclusion  —  and  the  in¬ 
clusion  of  a  section  granting  sub¬ 
poena  power  to  aid  the  Commis¬ 
sion’s  investigations  —  did  not 
proceed  without  controversy.  Ob¬ 


jections  that  subpoena  power 
would  grant  the  commission 
license  to  conduct  “witch  hunts” 
resulted  in  the  deletion  of  that  sec¬ 
tion  by  the  council  several  months 
ago. 

More  recently,  Councillor 
Charles  Toomajian  announced  he 
would  not  support  the  ordinance  if 
it  protected  people  on  the  basis  of 
sexual  preference  because,  he  said, 
sexual  preference  is  not  a  constitu¬ 
tionally-protected  class.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Evening  News,  Tooma¬ 
jian  argued  that  Malden  should 
not  be  “in  the  forefront  of  paving 
the  way  to  guarantee  them  [homo¬ 
sexuals]  these  rights....  I  read 
that  the  inclusion  of  this  means  we 
condone  homosexual,  bisexual, 
and  lesbian  lifestyles  and  I  don’t 
think  that’s  necessarily  the  role  the 
city  should  be  playing.” 

Toomajian  failed  to  return 
several  telephone  calls  placed  to 
his  home  and  office  by  GCN. 

The  assertion  that  sexual 
preference  is  not  a  constitution¬ 
ally-protected  class  also  figured  in 
an  argument  offered  by  Malden 
City  Solicitor  Jordan  Shapiro  that 
the  city  could  not  legally  expend 
public  funds  to  protect  the  rights 
of  lesbians  and  gay  men'.  Con¬ 
tacted  by  GCN,  Shapiro  said  he 
was  “too  busy”  to  explain  why, 
but  went  on  to  claim  that  “there  is 
nothing  in  the  Massachusetts  laws 
that  allows  municipalities  to  spend 
money  to  protect  people  for 
something  that  they’re  not  allowed 
to  protect  people  for.” 

A  January  27  memorandum 
from  Shapiro  to  City  Clerk  Anne 
Chisholm  and  Councillor  Tooma¬ 
jian  says  that  “while  it  would  be 
legal  for  the  City  to  protect  against 
discrimination  against  persons  due 
to  their  ‘sexual  preference,’  the  Ci¬ 
ty  is  not  required  to  do  so,  either 
by  state  or  federal  law.  Thus,  this 
is  not  an  item,  like  ‘race,  creed,  or 
color’  that  is  yet  recognized  by  our 
Courts  or  under  our  State  or 
Federal  Civil  Rights  acts.  There  is 
some  question  in  my  mind  as  to 


whether  the  City  may  legally  ex¬ 
pend  funds  for  this  purpose,  as  the 
same  is  not  listed  under  our 
General  Laws  as  an  appropriate 
purpose  for  the  expenditure  of 
public  funds.” 

“There  is  no  validity  to  that 
argument  at  all,”  responded 
Stephen  Ansolabehere,  a  Boston 
attorney.  “If  the  city  council 
makes  you  a  protected  class,  then 
Continued  on  page  16 


bership  records  of  Solidarity,  a 
San  Francisco-based  lesbian  and 
gay  activist  group  supporting  the 
Coors  boycott,  among  the  organ¬ 
izers  of  which  was  Howard 
Wallace. 

Wallace  believes  that  preserving 
the  confidentiality  of  movement 
groups’  files  from  legal  “fishing” 
expiditions  is  a  crucial  outcome  of 
the  case.  “Had  that  case  been  lost, 
it  would  have  had  a  chilling  effect 
on  movement  members  who  would 
likely  fear  their  names,  addresses, 
and  financial  contribution  records 
falling  into  the  hands  of  ultra-right 
types  such  as  Coors. 

“Significantly,  the  judge  raised 
the  possibility  of  ‘ulterior  motives’ 
on  the  part  of  Coors  and  fortu¬ 
nately,  he  left  them  no  loopholes 
to  pursue  this  issue,”  said 
Wallace. 

Wallace  is  quick  to  stress  the 
“David  vs.  Goliath”  angle  of  the 
seven-year  campaign  against 
Coors  policies.  “The  way  I  got  the 
news  was  priceless.  It’s  6:00  in  the 
morning,  I’ve  got  a  donut  in  one 
hand  and  the  San  Francisco 
Chronicle  in  the  other.  The  story 
leaps  out  at  me.  ‘Boycott  Leader 
Sued  for  $145,000.’  I  knew  imme¬ 
diately  that  my  name  would  be  in 
that  story.” 

Wallace  notes  that  what  turned 
the  legal  tables  on  Coors  were  the 
attorneys  provided  Solidarity  and 
CBC  by  the  AFL-CIO  and  the 
American  Civil  Liberties  Union.  It 
required  some  talented  legal  advice 
to  partially  even  the  odds  against 
“a  company  like  Coors  which 
spends  over  $100  million  a  year  on 
public  relations  and  advertising 
alone.  I’m  sure  they  gave  their 
lawyers  ‘carte  blanche’. . .  .It  was 
a  foolish  suit  from  a  purely  legal 
sense,  but  it  wasn’t  foolish  in 
terms  of  harassment,’  said 


Howard  Wallace 

Wallace. 

Wallace’s  role  as  a  defendant  in 
the  anti-trust  suit  can  be  traced 
back  to  his  successful  effort  three 
years  ago  to  have  Coors  dropped 
as  a  “sponsor”  of  a  public  televi¬ 
sion  auction  in  San  Francisco. 
Judge  Williams  referred  to  it  as  the 
“KQED  incident”  and  it  sparked 
some  heated  accusations  on  both 
sides  of  the  boycott  struggle. 

A  reporter  with  a  network- 
owned  television  station  portrayed 
Wallace  as  threatening  violence 
against  KQED  officials  unless  they 
agreed  to  cancel  “Coors  Day.” 
Wallace  denied  that  accusation 
emphatically,  insisting  that  he 
spoke  metaphorically.  The  televi¬ 
sion  reporter  drove  the  point  home 
with  clips  of  the  White  Night  riots 
at  San  Francisco  city  hall.  Judge 
Williams  ruled  that  Wallace’s 
comments  fell  under  those  “con¬ 
stitutionally  privileged  by  the  First 
Amendment.”  Wallace  said  that 
he  sought  to  prevent  Coors  from 
getting  13  hours  of  “a  commercial 
bonanza  on  a  supposedly  ‘public’ 
television  station.  We  quickly  in- 
Continued  on  page  7 


Gay  Man  with  AIDS 
Wins  Discharge  Battle 


By  Jim  Rvan 

WASHINGTON,’  DC  —  A 
Naval  noncommissioned  officer 
who  is  dying  of  AIDS  has  won  a 
months’  long  battle  against  the 
Navy  to  secure  a  medical  discharge 
after  having  been  threatened  with 
an  administrative  discharge  be¬ 
cause  he  is  gay.  The  officer,  with 
the  help  of  an  attorney,  sought  the 
medical  discharge  so  that  he  would 
remain  eligible  for  medical  treat¬ 
ments  at  a  Naval  hospital  near 
here. 

Petty  Officer  John  Baskin’s 
troubles  began  in  July  of  last  year 
when  he  was  admitted  to  the  Naval 
hospital  in  Jacksonville,  Florida, 
complaining  of  chest  pains  and  in¬ 
termittent  fevers.  During  his  stay, 
he  was  diagnosed  as  having  ac¬ 
quired  immune  deficiency  syn¬ 
drome  (AIDS)  and  doctors  recom¬ 
mended  that  he  be  transferred  to 
the  Bethesda  Naval  Hospital  in 
Maryland,  a  facility  better  equip¬ 
ped  to  deal  with  AIDS. 

Doctors  at  Bethesda  confirmed 
the  diagnosis,  and  a  medical  board 
convened  by  them  found  Baskin 
medically  unfit  for  duty  and 
recommended  that  he  go  before  a 
Physical  Evaluation  Board  (PEB), 
the  branch  of  the  Navy  which  deals 
with  discharges  for  medical 
reasons.  That  board  could  grant 
Baskin  an  honorable  medical  dis¬ 


charge  from  the  Navy,  which 
would  allow  him  to  continue  treat¬ 
ment  at  Bethesda. 

Before  the  PEB  met,  however, 
Baskin  received  notice  that  he  was 
being  considered  for  ‘‘ad¬ 
ministrative  discharge  from  the 
Naval  service  by  reason  of  homo¬ 
sexuality.”  At  the  time  of  his  in¬ 
itial  diagnosis  in  Florida,  Baskin 
had  given  doctors  a  sexual  history 
after  being  assured  that  anything 
he  said  would  be  kept  confidential. 

Military  doctors,  however,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Adm.  Elvin  Museles 
(Ret.),  executive  director  of  the 
Association  of  Military  Surgeons 
of  the  United  States,  are  not 
bound  by  the  same  physician- 
patient  confidentiality  ethic  that 
applies  to  civilians.  Military  physi¬ 
cians  are  required  to  report  any 
allegations  of  homosexual  conduct 
to  a  commanding  officer. 

In  Baskin’s  case,  that’s  exactly 
what  happened  and  he  found  him¬ 
self  facing  a  possible  discharge 
that  would  characterize  his  service 
as  “other  than  honorable,”  and 
cut  him  off  from  the  treatment  he 
was  receiving  at  Bethesda. 

The  Administrative  Discharge 
Board  met,  on  Jan.  6,  and  Baskin 
was  represented  by  Harvey  Fried¬ 
man,  a  Washington  attorney  who 
specializes  in  security  clearance 


law.  Friedman  asked  the  Board  to 
set  aside  the  confidential  statement 
Baskin  had  made  to  his  physicians. 
He  asked  them  to  examine 
Baskin’s  clean  record  and  his  ex¬ 
emplary  performance  and  to  take 
into  account  that,  without  the 
physician’s  statements,  the  Navy 
had  no  proof  whatsoever  that 
Baskin  is  gay.  Friedman  reminded 
them  that  Baskin  is  not  seeking  to 
remain  in  (he  Navy,  but,  faced 
with  a  life-threatening  disease,  is 
seeking  the  medical  discharge  that 
would  give  him  access  to  the  best 
available  treatment. 

Friedman’s  arguments  carried 
the  day.  Agreeing  that  the  Navy 
had  not  proved  that  Baskin  had 
engaged  in  homosexual  activity, 
the  Board  voted  3-0  not  to  ad¬ 
ministratively  discharge  him,  but 
to  send  Baskin  to  a  Physical 
Evaluation  Board  for  a  medical 
discharge. 

On  Feb.  1,  just  when  that 
medical  discharge  seemed  within 
his  grasp,  Baskin  received  another 
notice.  Once  again,  he  was  being 
considered  for  an  administrative 
discharge,  for  a  reason  known  as 
“in  the  best  interests  of  the 
service.”  An  obscure  regulation  in 
the  Naval  Military  Personnel 
Manual  allowed  the  Secretary  of 
Continued  on  page  7 
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quote  of  the  week 

“Who  is  acceptable  in  this  society?  The  white, 
bright,  rich,  whole  heterosexual  male.  And  the  white, 
rich,  whole,  heterosexual  female  if  attached  to  such  a 
male.  I  know  enough  of  these  to  be  sure  in  my  own 
mind  that  their  values  are  not  mine,  that  their 
judgments  of  me  are,  therefore,  irrelevant  to  me.  I 
have  no  investment  at  all  in  being  acceptable  to  them. 
I  can  be  accepting  of  them  only  as  they  individually  re¬ 
ject  their  privilege  and  work  for  the  civil  rights  of  all 
people. 

“The  approval  we  crave  as  social  animals  has 
finally  to  be  outgrown  so  that  we  can  take  charge  of 
our  lives,  come  to  our  own  terms,  for  anyone  who 
doesn’t  is  truly  handicapped,  deluded  into  believing 
that  the  rewards  are  worth  the  brutalizing  conformity. 
Some  of  the  saddest  people  I  know  were  the  silver¬ 
ware  ads  of  my  generation;  their  “success”  has  made 
them  no  less  vulnerable  to  despair,  and  more  bitterly 
surprised  for  all  they  were  promised.” 

—  Jane  Rule  on  “the  socially  handicapped,”  The 
Body  Politic,  March,  1984. 


mexican  group  fights  to  keep 
community  center 

MEXICO  CITY  —  Grupo  Lambda,  a  lesbian  and 
gay  liberation  group,  seeks  monetary  donations  to 
keep  open  their  one-year-old  community  center. 

A  press  release  issued  by  Grupo  Lambda  states 
that  fundraising  activities  undertaken  by  them  have 
been  inadequate  ;to  support  their  programs  of  the 
past  year.  Besides  maintaining  the  center,  the  only 
place  in  Mexico  where  gay  men  and  lesbians  can 
meet  openly  for  political  and  social  activities,  Grupo 
Lambda  also  helped  to  organize  the  fifth  consecutive 
lesbian  and  gay  pride  march  and  promoted  a  national 
lesbian  and  gay  network. 

Presently  the  debt  totals  $3333  (U.S.)  which  the 
group  hopes  to  raise  within  three  months.  Without 
these  funds  Grupo  Lambda  and  the  Mexican  gay/les¬ 
bian  liberation  movement  face  the  loss  of  the  center. 

Donations  in  any  amount  will  be  greatly  ap¬ 
preciated.  International  postal  money  orders  payable 
to  Grupo  Lambda  may  be  sent  to:  Manuel  Alvarez 
Reyes/Apartado  Postal  73-130/Mexico,  12,  D.F. 


students  confer 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  Seventy-five  lesbians  and 
gay  men  from  28  colleges  and  universities  gathered  at 
Harvard  University  during  the  weekend  of  February 
25-26  for  the  first  annual  Northeast  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Student  Activists  Conference.  The  conference,  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Boston  Intercollegiate  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Association,  brought  together  students  from  as  far 
north  as  the  State  University  of  New  York  at  Platts¬ 
burgh  and  as  far  south  as  the  University  of  Delaware. 

Workshops  at  the  conference  centered  primarily 
on  organizational  concerns  for  lesbian  and  gay  stu¬ 
dent  organizations.  Participants  also  saw  a  series  of 
films  and  heard  Boston  City  Councillor  David  Scon- 
dras,  a  Harvard  alumnus,  deliver  a  keynote  address. 

A  second  conference  is  now  being  planned,  to 
take  place  at  Cornell  University  in  March  1985. 


ohio  county  official  resigns  after 
tearoom  arrest 

CINCINNATI,  OH  —  An  assistant  Hamilton 
County  prosecutor  resigned  his  post  shortly  after  he 
and  an  estimated  45  other  men  were  arrested  for 
public  indecency  in  restrooms  in  downtown  Cincin¬ 
nati,  according  to  the  Advocate. 

Robert  W.  Worth,  an  18-year  veteran  of  the  pro¬ 
secutor’s  office  was  arrested  on  Dec.  21  in  a  general 
crackdown  on  gay  male  cruising  in  the  bathrooms. 
Last  fall,  police  told  the  City  Council  that  gay  cruising 
was  on  the  rise  in  the  downtown  area. 

The  Cincinnati  Enquirer,  in  reporting  the  arrests, 
mentioned  Worth  by  name  in  its  articles,  but  no  one 
else.  An  Enquirer  editor  defended  the  paper’s  deci¬ 
sion  to  print  Worth’s  name,  saying  he  was  a  public  of¬ 
ficial  and  that  to  release  the  names  of  private  citizens 
with  no  public  life  could  cause  them  harm  dispropor¬ 
tionate  with  the  severity  of  the  charge. 

Public  indecency  is  a  misdemeanor,  punishable 
by  a  maximum  30-day  jail  term  and  a  $250  fine. 
Several  of  the  arrested  men  entered  guilty  pleas  and 
paid  a  $100  fine.  Worth  entered  a  not-guilty  plea  and  if 
convicted,  faces  disciplinary  action,  from  city  and 
state  bar  associations,  as  well  as  the  possible 
sentence. 


Virginia  legislators  kill  gay-related  bills 

RICHMOND,  VA  —  The  Virginia  House  of 
Delegates  killed  two  gay-related  bills  on  Feb.  11.  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Washington  Post.  Defeated  in  the 
Courts  of  Justice  Committee  was  a  bill  to  legalize 
•  private  consensual  sexual  acts  between  adults.  Put 
off  until  next  year  by  the  House  General  Laws  Com¬ 
mittee  was  a  bill  allowing  gay  men  and  lesbians  to 
work  in  restaurants  and  bars. 

The  consensual  sex  bill,  offered  by  Del.  Bernard 
S.  Cohen  (D-Alexandria),  was  called  “too  politically 
sensitive”  by  its  sponsor.  Not  only  did  opponents 
drag  out  the  tired  argument  that  the  bill  was  “a  step 
towards  state  approval  of  homosexuality,”  but  they 
also  said  it  constituted  state  approval  of  immoral 
conduct  by  heterosexual  and  unmarried  persons. 
Cohen’s  conservative  argument  against  excessive 
government  interference  in  the  private  lives  of 
citizens  did  not  convince  the  committee  to  discharge 
the  bill  favorably. 

The  restaurant  employment  bill  would  have 
repealed  a  state  law  that  prohibits  restaurants  and 
bars  from  hiring  anyone  who  “has  the  general  reputa¬ 
tion”  of  being  gay.  Although  supported  by  the  state 
Alcohol  Beverage  Control  Commission  and  the 
state’s  restaurant  industry,  action  on  it  was  delayed 
until  next  year. 


K 


spring  warning 

BOSTON  —  As  the  weather  warms  and  people 
venture  more  and  more  out  into  the  streets,  GCN  of¬ 
fers  its  annual  call  to  self-defense.  Reports  of  queer- 
bashings  reaching  our  office  have  begun  their 
seasonal  increase.  In  addition  tothe  incident  nearthe 
Public  Garden  reported  in  last  week’s  paper,  we’ve 
heard  of  similar  attacks  in  and  around  the  East  Fens. 
A  man  was  attacked  near  the  1270  club  by  three  men 
in  their  early  20s  who  at  first  were  friendly  and  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  gay.  Stay  alert. 


jesus  saves 

PHILADELPHIA  —  A  group  claiming  to  help  gay 
people  become  “free  from  homosexual  desires”  has 
been  formed  in  this  city,  according  to  the  Gay  News. 

A  spokesperson  for  Homosexuals  Anonymous 
described  the  group  as  “a  Christian  organization.”  He 
said  the  philosophy  of  the  group  is  that  “people  can 
become  heterosexual  through  the  deliverance  of 
Christ.” 

The  man  went  on  to  explain,  “When  I  became  a 
Christian,  Christ  restored  me  to  the  true  nature  I  want 
to  be  —  [that  is]  heterosexual.”  He  said  his  becoming 
straight  was  “a  matter  of  process”  in  which  he  was 
becoming  sexually  attracted  to  women. 

At  the  group’s  weekly  meetings,  operated  much 
like  Alcoholics  Anonymous,  members  give  testimony 
on  how  they’ve  changed  and  what  “God  is  teaching 
them.”  The  spokesperson  said  about  10-15  gay  men 
and  lesbians  attend  the  group’s  sessions. 


upcoming  conferences 

WEST  HARTFORD,  CT  —  The  New  England 
Regional  Conference  on  Bisexuality  is  scheduled  for 
March  17  at  the  University  of  Connecticut  School  of 
Social  Work.  The  Ad  Hoc  Committee  on  Bisexuality 
and  the  UConn.  School  of  Social  Work  Les¬ 
bian/Gay/Bisexual  Student  Alliance,  sponsors  of  the 
conference,  say  that  “participants  are  asked  to 
recognize  that  bisexuality  can  be  an  honest  expres¬ 
sion  of  affection  and  a  viable  way  of  life.” 

Registration  is  $10,  $5  for  students  and  persons 
with  low  incomes.  To  register,  send  checks  payable  to 
“Conference”  to  P.O.  Box  743,  W.  Hartford,  CT  06107. 

★  ★  ★ 

BIRMINGHAM,  AL  —  The  Ninth  Annual  Southeastern 
Conference  of  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men  will  be  held 
April  12-15  at  the  Holiday  Inn. 

The  four-day  conference  includes  guest 
speakers,  music,  film  and  video  screenings, 
workships,  exhibits  and  caucus  meetings.  Organizers 
hope  for  “an  effort  to  facilitate  further  development 
and  growth  of  our  regional  network/family.” 

For  more  information,  contact  Lambda,  Inc.,  P.O. 
Box  73962,  Birmingham,  AL  35253. 

★  ★  ★ 

NEW  YORK  —  The  National  Gay  Health  Foundation 
presents  the  sixth  national  Lesbian/Gay  Health  Con¬ 
ference  to  be  held  here  June  16-19  at  the  Washington 
Square  Campus  of  New  York  University.  The  con¬ 
ference  includes  the  third  AIDS  Forum,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Federation  of  AIDS  Related  Organiza¬ 
tions. 

Registration  fees  are:  $75,  regular  ($65  before 
May  8);  $50  students/retired  people  over  65  ($40 
before  May  8). 

For  more  information,  write  to:  NGHEF/Con- 
ference,  Suite  1305,  80  Eighth  Ave.,  NY,  NY  10011  or 
call  (212)  206-1009. 

★  ★  ★ 


senator  critizes  censorship 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The  censorship  of  a  U.S. 
military  paper’s  news  account  of  West  German  Gen.. 
Guenter  Kiessling’s  recent  troubles  regarding  ac¬ 
cusations  of  homosexuality  raised  Sen.  William  Prox- 
mire’s  hackles,  according  to  the  Washington  Post. 

Proxmire  (D-Wis.)  criticized  Gen.  Richard 
Lawson’s  censorship  of  the  story  about  Kiessling, 
which  was  to  appear  in  Stars  &  Stripes. 

Lawson  said  he  killed  the  story  to  maintain  good 
relations  with  West  Germany.  “I  decided  that  highly 
speculative  and  sensational  news  reports  containing 
inconclusive  allegations  against  a  senior  host  nation 
military  leader,  were  they  to  appear  in  a  newspaper 
widely  read  by  U.S.  personnel  stationed  in  West  Ger¬ 
many,  . .  .could  be  inimical  to  good  relations  with  our 
host  nation.” 

Proxmire  said  Lawson's  action  is  the  first  cen¬ 
sorship  of  Stars  &  Stripes  in  20  years.  Some  readers 
were  also  troubled  by  it,  as  a  recent  issue  contained 
four  letters  complaining  about  the  censorship. 
Lawson's  decision  was  handed  down  despite  the  ob¬ 
jections  of  the  newspaper's  staff. 


lesbian  honored  for  work  with  elderly 
gays/lesbians 

NEW  YORK  —  The  New  York  City  chapter  of  the 
National  Organization  for  Women  presented  the 
former  president  and  co-founder  of  Senior  Action  in  a 
Gay  Environment  (SAGE)  with  the  Susan  B.  Anthony 
award.  Chris  Almvig  was  honored  for  promoting 
understanding  and  unity  among  people  of  all  ages 
and  sexual  orientations. 

Presented  on  Feb.  15,  the  birthdate  of  women's 
rights  activist  Anthony  and  named  after  her,  the 
award  honors  grassroots  activists.  Almvig  was  the 
driving  force  behind  the  founding  of  SAGE,  the  first 
social  service  agency  serving  the  needs  of  older  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men. 

Almvig  is  currently  the  director  of  social  services 
for  a  HUD-sponsored  housing  project  for  older  people 
and  disabled  persons.  Almvig  began  her  feminist  and 
gay/lesbian  activism  in  Kansas  City  in  the  early  ’70s. 
She  wrote  a  master’s  thesis  at  the  New  School  for 
Social  Research  entitled  “The  Invisible  Minority:  Ag¬ 
ing  and  Lesbianism,”  regarded  as  the  most  significant 
contribution  to  research  on  older  lesbians. 


WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Organizers  of  two  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  phonelines  announce  the  first  national  Con¬ 
ference  of  Gay/Lesbian  Phonelines  to  be  held  here 
Oct.  6-8.  Conference  organizers  seek  input  from  other 
gay/lesbian  phoneline  workers  in  the  U.S.  and  Canada 
to  shape  the  meeting’s  agenda. 

The  DC  Gay  Hotline  can  be  reached  at  (202) 
833-3234.  The  Gay  and  Lesbian  Switchboard  can  be 
reached  at  (202)  387-4348.  To  contact  organizers  by 
mail,  write  Kim  Davis,  National  Conference  of 
Gay/Lesbian  Phonelines,  2000  17th  St.,  NW, 
Washington,  DC  20009. 


NEW  YORK  —  The  Gay  Fathers  Coalition  has  set  its 
fifth  international  conference  for  New  York  City,  May 
31-June  2.  The  conference  is  open  to  all  gay  men  in¬ 
volved  in  parenting,  as  well  as  their  family  members 
and  friends. 

Most  conference  events  will  take  place  at  the 
Riverside  Church,  120th  St.,  and  Claremont  Ave., 
Manhattan.  Registration  is  $35.  For  more  information, 
write  the  Coalition,  c/o  D.  Roddell,  P.O.  Box  1443, 
Flushing,  NY  11354. 


News  Notes  compiled  by  Sue  Hyde. 


t 


—  -  '  — *  *  '  *  "--Gay  Community  News,  March  10,  1984  *  Page  3* 

Electoral  Politics:  Realistic  Change 
Or  Fatalistic  Compromise  for  Less? 


By  Stephanie  Poggi 

A  great  many  gay  men  and  lesbians  are  working  in  the 
Jesse  Jackson  campaign,  are  members  of  gay  Democratic 
clubs  or  other  gay  electoral  groups,  worked  for  Mel  King  or 
David  Scondras,  or  are  thinking  about  participating  in  the 
electoral  arena.  This  phenomenon  may  be  limited  to  cam¬ 
paigns  for  unusual  candidates,  like  Mel  King  —  or  perhaps 
Reagan  is  bad  enough  to  warrant  attention  even  from  elec¬ 
toral  sceptics. 

News  Commentary 

But  it  must  be  more  than  that.  There  is  a  growing  trend 
toward  electoral  activity,  not  only  on  the  part  of  gays  and 
lesbians,  but  also  feminists  and  leftists  of  all  kinds,  ranging 
from  liberal  groups  like  9  to  5,  Boston’s  organization  for 
women  office  workers,  to  civil  disobedience  activists. 

A  recent  forum  sponsored  by  Radical  America,  a  local 
socialist  publishing  group,  confirmed  this  new  trend.  Entitl¬ 
ed  “Social  Movements,  the  Left,  and  Electoral  Politics: 
Talking  About  the  Mel  King  Campaign,”  some  participants 
expected  debate  about  the  value  and  efficacy  of  pursuing  an 
electoral  strategy  for  social  change.  Rather,  the  speakers 
overwhelmingly  assumed  the  usefulness,  sometimes  the  in¬ 
evitability,  of  this  approach. 

James  Jennings,  a  black  political  scientist  and  the  first 
speaker  at  the  forum,  said  we  are  in  a  “new  stage  of  pro¬ 
gressive  electoral  activism.”  The  old  front  of  battle  was 
“the  streets,  schools,  and  courts.  Now  it’s  the  electoral 
arena  in  urban  America.” 

Does  electoral  politics  make  sense  for  the  gay  and  lesbian 
community  and  for  other  activists  who  have,  until  the  last 
few  years,  been  struggling  in  the  “streets,  schools,  and 
courts,”  as  well  as  in  our  offices,  factories,  and  apartment 
buildings?  Certainly  gays  and  lesbians  in  the  U.S.  have  be¬ 
come  increasingly  involved  in  electoral  campaigns  on  all 
levels  of  government,  and  many  more  of  us  are  part  of  the 
over  100  gay  partisan  political  groups,  and  at  least  40  gay 
and  lesbian  Democratic  clubs  in  the  country. 

One  of  the  arguments  put  forth  by  many  gay  electoral  ac¬ 
tivists  is  that  we  should  participate  because  we  can.  That  is, 
there  are  enough  of  us  well-organized  to  qualify  for  the  first 
time  in  history  as  a  legitimate  interest  group.  The  goal  of  the 
National  Association  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Democratic  Clubs 
is  “to  help  make  the  gay  and  lesbian  community  a  permanent 
part  of  the  electoral  process.”  Members  of  the  Boston  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  Political  Alliance  talk  about  our  opportunity 
to  exercise  “gay  political  clout,”  and  to  win  “important 
concessions  from  the  [Democratic]  party  and  its  nominee” 
through  our  presence  at  the  upcoming  convention  in  San 
Francisco.  Virginia  Apuzzo  says,  “If  we  make  the  effort,  we 
can  make  the  difference.” 

What  these  statements  assume  is:  1)  that  gays  and  lesbians 
are  now  acceptable,  and  therefore  must  be  taken  seriously 
like  any  other  voting  bloc;  2)  that  the  system  from  whom  we 
have  gained  acceptance  is  not  only  equitable,  but  also  effec¬ 
tive,  and  that  therefore  we  can  accomplish  something  by 
working  through  it;  and  3)  that  our  previous  lack  of  par¬ 
ticipation  was  largely  due  to  a  lack  of  effort. 

First  of  all,  are  we,  in  fact,  “acceptable,’  as  most  of  the 
Democratic  contenders  for  the  nomination  have  asserted  in 
one  way  or  another?  We  certainly  may  be  numerous  and 


well-organized  enough  to  pose  a  danger.  History  attests  to 
the  Democratic  Party’s  cooptation  of  groups  that  threaten 
the  mainstream  —  the  populists  in  the  1890s,  labor  in  the 
’30s,  the  Civil  Rights  movement  in  the  early  ’60s.  It  seems  to 
be  no  coincidence  that  the  Democratic  Party  holds  out  its 
hand  to  left  movements  at  key  periods  of  their  activity. 

Is  the  American  electoral  system  equitable?  As  was 
pointed  out  at  the  Radical  America  forum,  blacks  found  it 
difficult  to  exercise  their  right  to  vote,  even  during  the  recent 
election  for  mayor  of  Boston.  And  controlling  who  votes  is 
only  the  most  obvious  way  groups  are  discriminated  against . 

Money  controls  the  electoral  process.  There  are  no  serious 
contenders  for  the  presidency  who  do  not  have  millions  of 
dollars  at  their  disposal.  By  November,  political  action  com¬ 
mittees  will  have  pumped  more  than  $100  million  into  the 
campaigns  of  Congressional  candidates.  Certainly  these 
contributors  expect  and  receive  a  return  on  their  money. 
And  certainly,  such  a  process  selects  upper-class,  straight, 
white,  male  candidates. 

Do  we  have  the  money  to  seriously  compete?  Even  if  we 
can  give  $10,000  to  $15,000  to  Mondale,  as  the  Washington, 
D.C.  Gertrude  Stein  Club  did,  it’s  not  enough  to  make  a 
“friend”  or  to  hold  a  candidate  accountable  to  us.  Recent¬ 
ly,  several  of  our  “friends”  in  the  Massachusetts  state 
Senate  failed  to  show  up  for  the  vote  on  the  gay  rights  bill. 
Unless  we  can  buy  them,  it  may  be  a  very  long  time  before  it 
is  in  the  interests  of  most  of  our  elected  officials  to  challenge 
normative  heterosexuality  —  or  marital  rape,  capitalism,  or 
racism  for  that  matter.  In  some  sense,  they  owe  their  posi¬ 
tions  to  these  institutions. 

And,  more  money  for  them  necessarily  means  less  money 
for  our  own  institutions,  for  the  AIDS  Action  Committee, 
for  our  newspapers  and  bookstores,  educational  and  cul¬ 
tural  events. 

Suppose,  however,  that  the  candidate  is  not  a  straight, 
white,  liberal  male.  Suppose  he  is  Mel  King.  While  we  can 
not  deny  or  underestimate  the  importance  of  the  coalition¬ 
building,  black  community  organizing,  and  focus  on  real 
issues  that  characterize  this  remarkable  campaign  in  this  ex¬ 
tremely  racist  city,  we  can’t  expect  any  election  victory  in 
itself  to  make  the  difference.  Regardless  of  Mel  King’s  in¬ 
tegrity,  the  people  who  control  the  city  of  Boston,  i.e.  the 
banks  and  major  corporations,  would  never  allow  him  or 
anyone  else  to  change  life  here  in  any  fundamental  way. 

Even  if  Boston  were  less  corrupt  and  less  racist,  no  single 
individual  could  change  the  material  and  psychological  basis 
of  this  society,  structured  as  it  is  by  institutions  of  privilege. 
Boston  was  not  sick  because  Kevin  White  or  citywide  cor¬ 
ruption  or  “bad  policies.”  The  U.S.  is  not  sick  because  of 
Ronald  Reagan.  Our  society  is  sick  because  it  depends  on 
the  exploitation  of  the  third  world  in  the  U.S.  and  abroad, 
on  the  exploitation  of  the  poor,  and  female.  A  candidate 
like  Mel  King  can  help  build  a  movement,  but  cannot  simply 
convert  our  priorities  to  “jobs,  not  war.”  We  help  ob¬ 
fuscate  this  deeper  sickness  when  we  expect  a  candidate, 
however  radical,  to  change  basic  structures. 

The  second  type  of  argument  put  forth  by  people  en¬ 
couraging  participation  in  electoral  politics  is  summed  up  by 
Virginia  Apuzzo  in  her  statement  at  the  recent  NOW  con¬ 
vention,  “We  must  have  a  passion  for  the  possible.” 
Realism  is  the  key.  Yes,  the  system  is  loaded  against  us,  and 


the  Democrats  don’t  offer  anything  noticeably  different 
from  the  Republicans,  but  Mondale  is  not  as  crazy  as 
Reagan.  Anyway,  the  argument  goes,  unless  we  get  rid  of 
Reagan,  he  will  blow  us  up,  and  then  we  won’t  be  able  to 
discuss  the  merits  of  electoral  politics  anymore. 


“ Unless  we  can  buy  them ,  it 
may  be  a  very  long  time  be¬ 
fore  it  is  in  the  interests  of 
most  of  our  elected  officials 
to  challenge  normative 
heterosexuality  —  or  marital 
rape ,  capitalism ,  or  racism , 
for  that  matter .  ” 


Revolution  or  big  change  of  any  kind  isn’t  just  around  the 
corner,  but  is  it  worth  our  time  to  fight  for  the  "slightly  less 
crazy”  candidate?  It  certainly  may  be  “possible”  to  elect 
Mondale  or  Hart  over  Reagan.  But  all  we’ll  get  is  Mondale  if 
that’s  all  we  work  for.  And  we’ll  only  survive  if  that’s  all  we 
ask  for.  Frankly,  as  a  platform,  it’s  not  enough  to  inspire 
getting  up  in  the  morning,  much  less,  taking  to  the  streets. 

The  idea  of  realistic  change  seems,  at  bottom,  to  mean 
settling  for  less  and  less,  like  the  paycuts  and  reduced 
benefits  workers  all  over  the  U.S.  have  been  forced  to  accept 
this  year.  It’s  fatalistic,  not  realistic,  to  work  for  a 
Democratic  Party  candidate. 

Third  parties,  on  the  other  hand,  can  be  a  means  to  use 
the  electoral  process  for  our  own  purposes:  to  raise  issues, 
talk  to  people,  and  build  coalitions.  Elections,  like 
demonstrations,  rallies,  strikes,  pickets,  forums,  news¬ 
papers,  and  unionization  efforts,  can  be  tools.  Sonia 
Johnson’s  campaign  for  the  Presidency,  although  limited  in 
its  message,  is.  a  case  in  point.  As  the  Citizen’s  Party  can¬ 
didate,  she  seeks  a  platform  for  her  ideas,  not  a  winning 
campaign  in  the  usual  sense.  Referenda  campaigns,  like¬ 
wise,  can  be  good  opportunities  to  raise  issues,  and  talk  to 
strangers  in  our  neighborhoods  and  in  our  workplaces.  Un¬ 
like  most  times  we  vote,  they  are  occasions  to  express  our 
views,  not  pick  representatives  to  do  it  for  us. 

In  all  cases,  we  must  weigh  carefully  our  choices  for 
political  action  in  light  of  our  goals.  We’ll  never  get  any¬ 
thing  we  don’t  work  for.  We  do  change  things  when  we 
refuse  to  take  less,  or  “tone  it  down”,  when  we  stand  by 
each  other  against  a  system  that  usurps  our  right  to  speak  for 
ourselves  or  permits  us  to  join,  but  only  by  its  rules. 

As  for  gay  clout,  gay  and  lesbian  activists  will  picket  out¬ 
side  the  Democratic  National  Convention  in  San  Francisco. 
If  we  have  any  meaningful  effect  on  the  elections,  it  may  be 
in  our  vocal  opposition  to  them. 


happy  birthday,  glad 

BOSTON  —  About  200  people  attended  a  fund¬ 
raising  party  and  fifth  anniversary  celebration  on  Feb. 
26  for  Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates  and  Defenders 
(GLAD).  Held  at  a  member’s  home,  the  party  netted 
about  $3000  to  support  GLAD’s  ongoing  legal  work. 
GLAD  executive  director  Kathy  Travers  told  GCN, 
“We’re  very  excited  that  GLAD  has  completed  five 
years  of  work  for  the  community.” 

Recent  cases  taken  on  by  the  Boston-based 
public  interest  legal  foundation  for  lesbians  and  gay 
men  include:  an  appeal  of  a  murder  conviction 
against  a  gay  man  in  Western  Massachusetts,  who 
said  he  was  the  victim  of  anti-gay  bias  during  his  trial; 
an  attempted  adoption  by  a  Maine  woman  through  a 
state  agency  which  was  rejected  because  she  is  a  les¬ 
bian;  the  rejection  of  an  application  for  a  parade  per¬ 
mit  by  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance  in  Northampton, 
Mass. 


women’s  blood  drive  a  success 

CAMBRIDGE  —  Local  women  donated  105 
pints  of  blood  on  Feb.  25  at  a  women’s  blood  drive  or¬ 
ganized  by  the  Boston  chapter  of  the  National  Organi¬ 
zation  for  Women,  the  Cambridge  YWCA  and  Am 
Tikva,  a  local  group  for  Jewish  lesbians  and  gay  men. 

Jennifer  Jackman,  the  local  chapter’s  public  re¬ 
lations  officer,  said  the  sponsors  were  pleased  with 
the  “extremely  good  turnout.  We  had  almost  as  many 
people  dropping  in  to  donate  as  had  scheduled  times 
in  advance.”  Jackman  said  she  thought  the  political 
component  of  the  drive  attracted  people. 

The  sponsoring  groups  organized  the  drive  as  an 
expression  of  solidarity  with  gay  men  who  may  have 
withdrawn  from  the  pool  of  blood  donors  because  of 
possibly  transmitting  AIDS  through  donations. 
Jackman  noted  that  another  goal  of  the  drive  was  to 
pressure  government  agencies  to  accelerate  funding 
for  AIDS  research  and  services  to  persons  with  AIDS. 


maryland  county  rights  bill  signed 

ROCKVILLE,  MD  —  The  county  executive  of 
Montgomery  County  signed  on  Feb.  23  a  bill  for¬ 
bidding  discrimination  against  gay  men  and  lesbians 
in  housing,  employment  and  public  accomodations, 
according  to  the  Washington  Post. 

Charles  Gilchrist  signed  the  bill  because  he 
“concluded  that  it  is  in  the  public  interest”  that  he  do 
so,  despite  the  fact  that  he  does  not  “approve  of  the 
practice  of  homosexuality.”  Opponents  of  the 
measure  have  launched  a  petition  drive  which  seeks 
to  place  the  issue  on  the  November  ballot,  a  move 
local  gay  activists  say  they  will  actively  oppose. 

An  amendment  to  the  bill  stipulaties  that 
employers  may  refuse  to  hire  a  gay  man  or  lesbian  if  a 
job  involves  unsupervised  work  with  minors  of  the 
same  sex. 


/ 


outrageous  women 


BOSTON  —  A  new  quarterly  journal  for  women 
S/M  enthusiasts  has  begun  publication  here. 
Outrageous  Women  is  described  in  a  press  release  as 
“a  pioneering  pro-S/M  sex  journal  published  by  a 
Boston  area  feminist  women’s  collective.” 

Co-editors  Betsy  Duren  and  Beryl  Hoffstein  say 
the  journal  will  be  as  all-inclusive  as  possible  with 
respect  to  interests,  experience  level,  intensity  and 
sexual  identity.  The  co-editors  seek  submissions  of 
erotica,  political  theory  and  analysis,  practical  infor¬ 
mation,  news,  reviews,  graphics,  poetry  and  humor. 

The  subscription  rate  is  $10.00  per  year.  To 
subscribe  or  submit,  contact  OlV  at  P.O.  Box  23, 
Somerville,  MA  02143. 


vassar  comes  out 

POUGHKEEPSIE,  NY  —  Vassar  College  has 
amended  its  college-wide  anti-discrimination  policy 
to  include  protection  based  on  sexual  orientation, 
according  to  a  press  release  issued  by  National  Gay 
Rights  Advocates  (NGRA).  The  Gay  People’s  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Vassar,  assisted  by  an  associate  professor  of 
English,  guided  the  proposed  change  through  college 
channels.  The  amended  policy  will  be  published  in  the 
school’s  1984-85  catalogue.  NGRA  provided  informa¬ 
tion  and  advice  to  the  student  group  and  its  faculty 
advisor. 


lesbians  lose  second  bid  for  “romantic 
evening” 

LOS  ANGELES  —  Two  lesbians  have  failed  in  a 
second  court  bid  to  force  a  restaurant  to  seat  same- 
sex  couples  in  its  six  curtained  booths  set  aside  for 
“romantic  evenings,”  according  to  the  Los  Angeles 
Times. 

A  Los  Angeles  superior  court  judge  denied  a  mo¬ 
tion  by  Deborah  Johnson  and  Zandra  Rolon  for  a  sum¬ 
mary  judgment  in  their  favor.  The  judge  ruled  that  the 
restaurant’s  exclusionary  policy  is  a  factual  issue 
that  should  go  to  trial.  Last  July,  a  preliminary  injunc¬ 
tion  against  the  restaurant’s  policy  was  denied. 

Attorney  Gloria  Allred,  representing  the  women, 
has  argued  that  the  policy  discriminates  against  gay 
men  and  lesbians  and  violates  the  state’s  Unruh  Civil 
Rights  Act.  The  attorney  for  the  restaurant  owner  has 
so  far  convinced  judges  that  the  suit  hinges  on 
whether  the  restaurant  rule  was  a  reasonable  regula¬ 
tion  of  conduct. 

Deborah  Johnson  told  reporters  after  the  latest 
setback,  “The  more  this  goes  on  the  more  I  am  in¬ 
furiated.  It  scares  me  to  think  that  [the  Unruh  Act]  is 
not  going  to  be  enforced.  If  they  won’t  enforce  it 
because  I  am  a  woman,  maybe  one  day  they  won’t  en¬ 
force  it  because  I  am  black  or  because  [Rolon]  is 
Hispanic.  It  is  very  scary.” 
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men  on  girls 

Dear  GCN: 

I  had  thought  the  day  was  past  when  ‘pro¬ 
gressive’  men,  either  gay  or  straight,  could  lecture 
women  about  our  sexuality.  But  then  I  read 
Richard  Turits’  review  of  Powers  of  Desire 
[February  18,  1984], 

Turits  sets  us  girls  straight  about  what  kind  of 
feminism  is  okay  and  what  kind  is  prudish.  And 
of  course  he  lets  us  know  who  the  truly  liberated 
lesbians  are.  How  comforting. 

Why  GCN  chose  to  have  a  man  review  a  book 
on  female  sexuality  is  beyond  me.  If  this  typifies 
the  current  GCN  staff,  a  little  consciousness  rais¬ 
ing  is  certainly  in  order. 

In  struggle, 

Rochelle  Ruthchild 
Somerville,  MA 

David  Morris  responds:  Our  review  of  Powers 
of  Desire  was  originally  to  have  been  co-written 
by  a  woman  and  Richard  Turits.  When  we  re¬ 
ceived  the  review,  it  turned  out  that  the  woman 
had  been  unable  to  help  write  it,  although  her 
thoughts  form  a  significant  part  of  the  review, 
and  she  requested  that  her  name  not  be  included 
in  the  byline.  Rather  than  delaying  further  a 
review  of  an  important  book,  we  published  the 
review  we  had  in  hand. 


was  it  your  idea? 

Dear  GCN: 

I  was  glad  to  see  the  articles  about  battery  in 
lesbian  relationships  in  your  Jan.  14  issue.  I  hope 
Anne  Franklin’s  courage  will  be  rewarded  by 
more  honesty  about  the  existence  of  violence  in 
the  lesbian  community  and  by  better  handling  of 
this  problem. 

However,  I  was  disturbed  by  the  statement 
from  the  Conference  on  Lesbian  Battering  of  the 
National  Coalition  Against  Domestic  Violence 
Lesbian  Caucus.  Both  their  checklist  and  their 
singling  out  of  lesbians  in  S/M  relationships  for 
special  questioning  about  violence  made  me  un¬ 
easy. 

Why  does  the  caucus  focus  on  S/M  lesbians? 
They  present  no  evidence  that  battery  is  more  fre¬ 
quently  a  part  of  our  relationships  than  our 
vanilla  counterparts.  In  fact,  Franklin’s  batterer 
was  an  advocate  of  women’s  spirituality  and  con¬ 
sidered  herself  a  “healer.”  As  Janice  Irvine  says, 
butch/femme  roles  don’t  lead  to  violence,  and  in 
a  buteh/fcmme  relationship,  the  femme  may  very 
will  be  the  violent  party.  You  cannot  assume,  as 
the  caucus  seems  to,  that  a  masochist  is  more  like¬ 
ly  to  be  attacked  than  a  sadist. 

A  distinction  needs  to  be  made  between  bad  sex 
and  battery.  You  can’t  withdraw  consent  retro¬ 
actively.  If  both  partners  negotiate  a  scene  in 


gays  in  ’84 

Dear  Editor, 

National  media  painls  the  contest  for  the 
Democratic  nomination  as  a  two-man  race  be¬ 
tween  Mondalc  and  Glenn  with  a  post-Goodman 
flirtation  with  Jackson.  Because  this  docs  not  ac¬ 
curately  reflect  the  national  straw  polls,  polls  in 
states  with  early  primaries  or  the  vigor  of  the  con¬ 
tenders’  overall  campaigns  it  is  bad  news  cover¬ 
age.  It  is  just  “bad  news”  for  gays  and  lesbians 
because  such  reporting  shuts  out  the  candidate 
with  the  greatest  understanding  and  concern  for 
lesbian  and  gay  rights.  Senator  Alan  Cranston. 
Senator  Cranston  is  a  viable  contender.  In 
Wisconsin,  Senator  Cranston  was  a  clear  winner 
in  our  Democratic  straw  poll  and  is  the  choice  of 
major  parly  figures  and  elected  officials  such  as 
myself. 

The  courting  of  the  gay  and  lesbian  vote  and 
solicitation  of  endorsements  from  our  organiza¬ 
tions  amply  demonstrates  our  importance  as  a 
political  force  in  the  1984  Democratic  nomina¬ 
tion.  Those  of  us  who  have  long  worked  for  such 
recognition  must  be  careful  to  watch  their  hands 
not  their  mouths.  We  must  recall  candidates’  pre¬ 
campaign  actions.  Toward  that  end,  1  call  to  mind 
historical  incidents  with  Mondale  and 
McGovern.  Both  of  whom  are  popular  with  pro¬ 
gressives  in  Wisconsin. 

In  his  first  try  for  the  presidency,  McGovern 
eagerly  solicited  gay  support  and  promised  sup¬ 
port  for  the  “gay  rights  plank.”  Once  the 
nomination  was  secured,  the  same  people,  so 
sought  after  previously,  could  not  get  appoint¬ 
ments  and  support  for  the  plank  was  forgotten. 

The  unpleasant  events  with  Mondalc  arc  more 
recent.  In  1977,  when  our  paltry  legal  protections 
were  in  national  jeopardy,  Mondalc  gave  a  speech 
on  human  rights.  The  speech  was  delivered  in  San 
Francisco.  After  the  speech,  Mondalc  was  asked 
whether  Carter’s  human  rights  platform  pertain¬ 
ed  to  gays  and  whether  Mondale  supported  gay 
rights.  Rather  than  answer  the  questions,  he  left 
the  podium.  During  his  1981  NOW  endorsement 
interview  he  was  once  again  asked  if  he  supported 
lesbian  and  gay  rights. -His  response  was  “I  sup¬ 
port  human  rights.”  I  do  not  know  if  he  had  a 
podium  to  leave. 

In  contrast r  Cranston  was  the  first  Senator  to 
employ  openly  gay  staff,  introduced  the  first  gay 
rights  related  bill  into  the  Senate  and  has  promis¬ 
ed  an  executive  order  banning  discrimination  on 
the  basis  of  sexual  orientation,  if  elected. 


I  realize  that  all  of  us  arc  complex  beings  and 
that  some  elements  of  our  complexity  eg.  union 
membership,  race,  home  stale,  sex,  ele.  will  and 
should  have  a  compelling  effect  on  our  vole. 
However,  I  continue  to  assert  that  the  behavior 
and  attitudes  of  the  candidates  toward  us  as  a  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  people  must  be  of  at  least  equal  im¬ 
portance  to  any  other  consideration. 

So  the  next  time  you  are  informed  that  it  is  a 
race  between  Mondalc  and  Glenn  or  that  a 
Cranston  vole  is  a  wasted  vole,  remember  my 
Grandmother’s  favorite  adage.  “Saying  Don’t 
Make  It  So.” 

From  the  Gay  Rights  State, 

Kathleen  Nichols 
Second  District  Supervisor 
Madison,  Wisconsin 


Features  Editor 

Gay  Community  News  is  looking  for 
a  full-time  Features  Editor.  Duties  in¬ 
clude:  assignment  and  editing  of 
features  section,  monthly  book  supple¬ 
ment,  several  additional  supplements, 
supervising  Calendar  editor.  Knowledge 
of  lesbian  and  gay  community  impor¬ 
tant,  previous  editing  experience 
helpful.  Commitment  to  feminism  and 
willingness  to  work  in  collective  setting. 
$  150/week,  3  weeks  paid  vacation, 
health  insurance.  Inquiries  to:  Cindy 
Patton,  GCN,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  FI., 
Boston,  MA  02111. 


Speak  Your  Mind! 

In  Community  Voices 


good  faith  and  it  doesn’t  work,  it’s  easy  to  get 
scared  and  try  to  blame  your  partner.  It  may  be 
more  appropriate  to  try  a  different  kind  of  sex  or 
change  partners  rather  than  panic  and  call  the 
battered  women’s  shelter.  I  wonder  if  any  of  the 
S/M  women  who  allegedly  came  to  caucus  mem¬ 
bers  reporting  battery  were  guilty  or  frightened 
about  coming  out  and  got  more  support  for  that 
than  help  dealing  with  violence. 

Of  course  violence  exists  between  S/M  people. 
The  problem  is  universal.  Nobody  is  holy  enough 
to  be  exempt.  But  I  think  the  following  are  good 
questions  for  an  S/M  lesbian  to  ask  herself, 
rather  than  making  moral  judgments  like  “was 
the  sex  degrading?” 

1.  Was  the  activity  your  idea?  Or  did  it  just  hap¬ 
pen?  And  afterward,  did  your  partner  tell  you 
“you  are  really  a  masochist  and  that’s  why  this 
happens  —  you  bring  it  out  in  me”?  Or  some 
similar  hogwash? 

2.  Was  your  partner  drunk,  high,  angry,  or  out 
of  control  for  any  other  reason? 

3.  Did  you  feel  that  you  could  express  am¬ 
bivalence,  ask  for  a  break,  or  try  to  stop  what  was 
happening  without  making  it  worse? 

4.  Do  you  find  yourself  making  excuses  for 
your  partner? 

5.  After  it  was  over,  did  you  feel  happy,  sexual¬ 
ly-satisfied,  at  peace,  loving,  or  blissful?  Or  were 
you  hurt,  angry,  confused,  or  scared? 

6.  Did  you  need  medical  attention? 

7.  Have  you  ever  wanted  to  leave  the  relation¬ 
ship,  but  decided  you  couldn’t  because  you  are 
afraid  of  what  your  partner  would  do  if  you  tried 
to  leave? 

Incidentally,  although  discussing  battery  is  a 
start,  the  problem  of  violence  in  the  lesbian  com¬ 
munity  is  a  lot  wider  than  that.  Some  lesbians  also 
threaten,  beat  up,  rob,  rape,  or  kill  children, 
tricks,  women  who  seem  attracted  to  their  lover, 
bartenders  who  won’t  give  them  another  drink, 
othqr  drivers,  friends  they  are  angry  at,  political 
adversaries,  and  strangers  who  look  at  them 
cross-eyed. 

I  disagree  with  the  people  who  told  Irvine  that 
victims  should  not  use  the  legal  system.  No 
“mediator”  can  enforce  an  agreement,  and  a  vic¬ 
tim  of  violence  should  not  have  to  confront  or 
“negotiate  a  contract”  with  her  attacker.  Some¬ 
one  who  is  violent  has  demonstrated  their  in¬ 
ability  to  solve  a  conflict  by  talking  it  over  and 
making  agreements.  Prosecute  the  bastards  and 
get  them  convicted.  This  is  not  unsisterly  or  anti¬ 
feminist  or  homophobic.  Often  a  violent  lesbian 
knows  she  has  immunity  simply  because  she  is  a 
lesbian,  and  will  hurt  several  women  and  get  away 
with  it  because  everyone  is  afraid  to  call  the  police 
and  other  lesbians  can’t  admit  it’s  really  happen¬ 
ing,  let  alone  stop  it.  It  takes  arrest,  jail,  and  a 
courtroom  appearance  to  convince  the  violent 
woman  that  she  can’t  get  away  with  this  and  has 
to  stop.  As  a  community,  we  need  to  force  our 
legal  system  to  serve  us. 

I  would  also  point  out  that  since  “talking  sense 
into”  a  violent  person  is  ineffective,  the  only  kind 
of  confrontation  that  is  liable  to  have  any  effect  is 
probably  illegal.  I  do  not  think  it  is  wise  for  a 
group  of  women  to  confront  somebody  in  this 
way.  The  situation  is  too  likely  to  degenerate  into 
violence,  and  leaves  the  group  vulnerable  to  being 
arrested  and  prosecuted  themselves. 

Sincerely, 

Pat  Califia 
New  York,  NY 


AIDS  Resource  List 

AIDS  Action  Committee  —  !6  Haviland 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02115,  267-7573 
Education  and  support  group  for  people  with 
AIDS,  their  families,  lovers,  friends  and 
health  care  providers.  Provides  speakers, 
conducts  forums,  rap  groups,  hospice- 
trained  volunteers,  hotline  information  and 
referrals.  Associated  with  the  Fenway  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Center. 

AIDS  Action  Line  —  536-7733 
AIDS  Action  Committee  service,  informa¬ 
tion,  referrals  and  befriending  about  AIDS. 
Trained  volunteers. 

AIDS  Benefit  Review  Committee 
f 267-7573 )  or  ( 725-4849 ) 

Joint  subcommittee  of  Mayor’s  Committee 
on  AIDS  and  AIDS  Action  Committee  to 
coordinate  AIDS  fundraisers,  monitor  pro¬ 
cess  and  review  results.  All  groups  of  in¬ 
dividuals  planning  AIDS  fundraisers  are  en¬ 
couraged  to  coordinate  their  efforts  with  the 
subcommittee. 

AIDS  Hotline  —  (424-5916) 

The  Community  Infectious  Disease 
Epidemiology  Program  of  the  City  of 
Boston.  Staff  of  public  health  nurses  answer 
questions  about  AIDS,  make  referrals.  Col¬ 


lects  city-wide  data  from  hospitals  on  AIDS 
cases,  forwards  data  to  Centers  for  Disease 
Control  in  Atlanta,  officially  determines 
number  of  cases  probable  and  under  in¬ 
vestigation. 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 

16  Haviland  Street,  Boston,  MA  02115 
(267-7573) 

Hotline  information,  medical  work-ups, 
diagnosis,  referrals,  counseling.  A  gay  sen¬ 
sitive  health  care  facility.  Participates  in 
research  efforts. 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Counseling  Services 

80  Boylston  Street,  Boston,  MA  02116 
(542-5118) 

One-on-one  counseling  for  AIDS  anxiety. 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Hotline  —  6:00 pm  to  mid¬ 
night,  M-F  (426-9371) 

Provides  information  on  AIDS,  makes  refer¬ 
rals.  Associated  with  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Counseling  Services. 

Haitian  Committee  on  AIDS  in  Mass¬ 
achusetts  —  117  Harvard  Street,  Dorchester, 
MA  02124  (436-2808) 

Provides  information,  referrals,  support  and 
emergency  assistance  to  Haitians  with  AIDS 
and  their  families. 


Mayor’s  Committee  on  AIDS  —  Room  608, 
Boston  City  Hall,  Boston,  MA  02201 
(725-4849) 

Coordinates  efforts  of  federal,  state,  and  city 
health  agencies,  produces  educational 
material,  collects  data  on  cases,  reviews 
policy.  Umbrella  organization.  Media  outlet. 
Conducts  forums  and  provides  speakers, 
distributes  AIDS  brochures,  referrals. 
National  Gay  Task  Force  Hotline 
(1-800-221-7044) 

Toll  free  national  hotline  run  by  NGTF  to 
provide  information  and  referrals. 

Omega  Hospice  and  Bereavement  Program 

270  Washington  Street,  Somerville,  MA 
02143  (776-6369) 

Ongoing  free  support  group  for  gay  men  and 
lesbians  dealing  with  life-threatening  illness. 
Springfield  Downtown  Ministry  /Council  of 
Churches  —  293  Bridge  Street  Room  205, 
Springfield,  MA  01103-1402  (737-4125) 
Counseling  and  referrals. 
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Speaking  Out 


Fetishism  and  Simple  Fucking 


By  Martin  H.  Krieger 

Even  if  you  “love  men,  love  having  sex  with  men,  and  love  thinking  about  men,”  and 
are  sex-positive  as  well  (to  follow  Eric  Rofes),  what  are  your  modes  of  sexual  realization,  the 
paradigms  of  conjugation?  Simply  put,  how  do  you  fuck?  Do  specific  forms  of  fucking  have 
particular  meanings?  Do  sexually  active  men  just  repeat  what  they  have  always  done,  in¬ 
creasing  their  N,  and  does  that  have  meaning?  What  about  the  temptation  to  articulate,  ex¬ 
periment  with,  and  ornament  the  basic  forms,  and  so  transform  them? 

We  want  a  phenomenology  of  sex,  a  catalog  of  what  people  do,  their  sentiments,  their 
ways  of  needing  and  wanting.  Not  an  anatomy  of  something  hidden,  but  a  recognizable 
description  of  what  is  of  the  flesh:  What  are  the  specific  urges?  Stained  underpants?  But 
what  brand?  And  which  stains?  Just  how  do  you  move  your  bod  to  touch  the  “joy  spot,”  as 
Phil  Andros  calls  it?  What  does  it  feel  like  when  the  sphincters  loosen  up  or  are  breached? 
How  many  are  there?  What  do  people  actually  do?  This  is  not  simply  a  matter  of  statistical 
accounting,  but  a  detailed  description  of  the  movements  and  desires  that  name  our  lives. 

If  you  sucked  off  2000  (different)  cocks  (ala  Charley  Shively)  you  have  a  chance  to 
realize  and  develop  very  particular  preferences,  and  to  note  subtle  differences  in  strategy 
and  structure,  in  performance  and  anatomy.  If  you’re  into  getting  fucked,  and  you  get  fuck¬ 
ed  often  enough,  you  have  a  chance  to  develop  yet  other  preferences  and  desires,  and  to 
fulfil  them  as  well., There  are  much  better  mouths  than  others,  more  adept  throats,  and  bet¬ 
ter  asses  and  more  subtle  grips.  Even  if  you  are  willing  to  get  your  rocks  off  or  the  like  in  any 
way  possible,  and  you  do  it  often  enough,  you’ll  still  find  some  ways  a  bit  more  to  your  lik¬ 
ing.  You  might  even  develop  a  capacity  for  abstraction,  for  purecocksucking  for  example, 
not  unlike  the  capacity  for  abstraction  supposedly  instilled  into  scholars  in  other  disciplines. 
Now  this  is  a  chance  for  true  fetishism,  an  exciting  possibility,  at  least  as  much  as  the 
possibility  of  a  pure  form  of  logic  or  a  pure  abstract  painting.  Purity  and  abstraction  are 
almost  always  encumbered  by  history  and  content.  Nonobjective  paintings  refer  to  specific 
philosophies,  people,  and  situations.  There  will  also  be  a  residue  of  personal  sentiment  in 
cocksucking  as  well.  So  “straight  male  cocksuckers”  (whether  sucking  or  being  sucked  off) 
are  not  just  doing  a  pure  and  simple  act. 

Getting  fucked  or  fucking  are  also  acts  that  have  meaning  and  are  not  simply  ways  of 
getting  off.  Perhaps  if  only  candles  or  Coke  bottles  are  used,  then  there  is  simple  and  pure 
anal  pleasure.  And  if  you  are  hot,  ass-crazy,  ready  to  be  fucked,  feeling  the  need  to  be  filled, 
ready  to  ask  someone  to  shove  it  in,  or  if  you  really  want  a  cock  in  your  mouth,  there  is  that 
special  possibility  of  intense  abstract  activity.  (By  the  way,  one  has  to  be  careful  not  to  con¬ 
fuse,  conceptually  that  is,  an  anus  and  a  vagina,  and  male  and  female  anality:  they  have 
quite  different  meanings.) 

Still,  I  suspect  that  simple  anal  pleasure  is  rare,  and  the  identification  of  “female”  (and 
perhaps  passive)  that  goes  with  being  fucked  is  almost  unavoidable,  especially  for  those  who 
are  trying  to  avoid  it.  For  better  or  worse,  parts  are  attached  to  persons,  and  so  sexuality  is 
meaning.  It  is  impossible  to  forget  that  the  penetrator  is  usually  male,  and  that  the  dominant 
cultural  model  for  fucking  is  heterosexual.  The  one  who  is  penetrated  is  female,  whatever 
“her”  sexual  apparatus.  (This  argument  may  well  not  apply  to  lesbians,  who  may  use  their 
vibrators  and  dildoes  in  much  more  complex  and  articulated  ways  than  could  be  described 
by  “getting  fucked.”  And  it  may  not  apply  to  many  gay  men  for  whom,  unlike  for  straights, 
that  “female  identification”  is  politicized  and  becomes  an  integral  part  of  their  male  being.) 

My  description  of  cocksucking  and  being  fucked  has  been  intentionally  “active,” 
reminding  us  that  the  heterosexual  convention  of  active/passive  has  little  to  recommend 
itself.  Still  we  have  to  come  back  down  to  earth,  and  face  the  little  woman  and  the  kiddies. 
Or  so  must  straight  married  cocksuckers.  Now  if  they  only  fuck,  they  can  say  they  are  men, 
just  getting  their  rocks  off  —  since  they  are  conventionally  “active”  rather  than  “passive.” 
(The  term  “fucking”  is  ambiguous  about  whether  you  are  insertor  or  insertee,  and  of  course 
it  is  not  clear  in  practice  which  is  the  more  active  role  —  it  depends  on  how  it  is  enacted.  No 
wonder  men  are  afraid  of  being  swallowed  up  when  they  fuck  heterosexually.)  For  other 
men,  this  cocksucking  is  something  that  “just  happens,”  not  to  be  dealt  with  reflectively  or 
analytically  —  not  to  be  dealt  with  at  all.  But  gay  liberation  has  made  it  much  harder  to  main¬ 
tain  these  notions  and  strategies,  although  from  Boyd  McDonald  Straight  To  Hell  corpus  it 
is  clear  that  these  strategies  are  very  much  alive.  (An  update  of  Laud  Humphrey’s  Tearoom 
Trade  may  be  called  for.)  Active  and  passive  may  no  longer  do  such  a  good  job  in  separating 
the  men  from  the  women.  The  question  is  not  whether  I  am  fetishistic  or  take  a  one-sided 
unequal  role  in  sex.  Advanced  sexual  liberation  has  made  all  of  this  much  easier.  But  can  1 
deduce  from  these  distinctions  of  active  and  passive  that  I  am  still  straight? 

What  about  “men  alone”:  in  adolescence,  logging  camps,  the  army,  prisons,  the 
priesthood?  Active  and  passive  as  defenses  seem  still  to  be  present,  combined  with  the  fact 
that  “we  are  men  —  alone  —  needing  of  sex.”  And  they  “go  straight”  when  they  get  out¬ 
side.  But  there  is,  it  seems,  a  residual  nostalgia  for  that  past,  a  reflection  of  a  love  between 
men  otherwise  forbidden  them.  Once  outside  they  have  to  act  like  men. 

For  the  men  who  do  see  themselves  as  straight,  and  who  may  maintain  families  and  by- 
the-way  “service”  their  wives,  what  seems  to  be  keeping  the  show  going  is  that  they  are  real 
men.  They  don’t  eat  quiche,  but  they  may  eat  queers,  although  they  wouldn’t  ever  use  the 
word  except  in  a  magical  way.  This  is  not  unlike  closeted  high-status  gays  who,  fucking  as 
much  as  they  do  or  do  not,  are  by  their  own  reckoning  still  not  one  of  us.  Having  what  they 
take  as  culture  and  privilege  separates  them,  at  least  for  themselves,  from  the  other  folks 
who  fuck  as  they  do,  who  share  their  sexual  desires.  They  will  be  protected  from  queer- 
bashers,  not  by  God’s  grace  but  by  their  propriety,  property,  and  status.  Or  so  they  believe. 

Now  we  might  argue  that  people  are  not  so  polarized  into  sexual  roles  or  so  defined  by 
them.  Sex  does  not  determine  our  lives  but  rather  provides  us  with  modes  of  realization. 
This  position  can  be  a  denial  of  faggotry  or  its  affirmation.  So  there  are  men  and  women 
who  want  to  continue  to  be  married  even  under  a  variety  of  guises,  and  let  sex  go  on  (perhaps 
quite  intensely)  on  the  side.  Think  of  ancient  Greece  or  family  centered  nations  such  as 
China,  Japan,  or  Israel.  I  do  not  know  how  long  wives  will  be  willing  to  go  along  with  these 
arrangements.  When  will  men  no  longer  be  able  to  maintain  a  triple  standard?  For  pure  sex 
cannot  avoid  gender  identification  —  the  male  and  female  meanings  insist  on  their  presence. 
No  role  will  save  you  from  those  identifications,  and  “active”  and  “passive”  won’t  save 
you  from  being  gay. 

Gay  identified  bisexuals  are  playing  none  of  these  games.  But  they  are  poignantly  ex¬ 
emplifying  the  dilemmas  we  face.  They  are  carving  out  a  way  of  being  which  is  not  meant  to 
live  off  of  the  purified  polar  genderic  types,  yet  in  carving  out  a  way  of  living  they  are  trying 
to  find  roles  that  make  a  comfortable  sense  for  their  selves. 

What  makes  these  dilemmas  so  poignant  is  that  there  are  men  who  are  neither  arrogant 
nor  committed  to  sexism,  who  are  caught  in  the  middle.  They  do  not  want  to  break  up  their 
own  families,  and  for  those  with  high  status  they  do  not  have  sufficient  courage  to  rock  the 
high  society  that  makes  up  their  identities.  They  are  in  the  middle  of  a  transition,  one  that 
may  never  settle  down  for  them.  Why  does  a  man  in  his  mid-forties,  whom  I  find  quite 
metaphysically  sympathetic  to  me,  who  has  met  a  new  woman  in  his  life  while  he  is  still  mar¬ 
ried  (his  wife  having  met  a  new  man,  it  seems),  then  announce  to  me  he  is  bisexual  (although 
he  has  never  acted  on  it)  when  I  tell  him  I  am  gay?  Sure,  it  is  sharing.  But  intimacy  is  not  a 
sufficient  reason  for  why  he  told  me  of  his  latent  bisexuality.  Men’s  desires  for  each  other 
are  so  problematic  we  may  not  know  how  to  say  “I  want  to  love  you.”  Or  “I  have  these 
desires,  but  I  may  not  be  willing  enough  to  realize  them  —  and  you  are  for  me  a  chance  to  try 
them  out,  albeit  tentatively.”  Or,  “Let’s  fuck.  I  want  to  see  how  it  feels.” 

So  far  I  could  see  clearly  how  I  felt  both  politically  and  morally  about  each  of  the  men 
I’ve  mentioned. 

But  I  was  thrown  off  my  ideological  and  judgmental  horse  by  Jerry,  26,  married  with 
two  kids,  who  always  knew  he  was  gay.  Stationed  in  the  South,  he  was  in  the  Army  — 
thought  it  might  straighten  him  out,  and  he  is  still  in  love  with.one  of  his  buddies  —  when  he 


met  his  wife  to  be.  He  saved  her  from  parochial  and  rough  men;  she  gave  him  the  chance  to 
have  the  children  he  always  wanted  and  a  family  life  that  would  maybe  save  him  from 
homosexuality.  He  works  in  a  factory,  goes  to  college  on  the  side,  takes  life  as  it  comes,  do¬ 
ing  his  best,  an  honest  working  man.  Things  work  out,  he’ll  make  something  of  himself,  he 
is  hope  and  charity  and  faith.  He’s  told  his  wife,  but  she’s  not  so  demanding  about  sex. 
Maybe  she’ll  meet  another  man  —  he  just  hopes  that  man  will  be  a  good  person.  Jerry  is 
complex  and  subtle,  just  because  the  contradictions  have  to  be  lived  with,  no  macho  duck, 
no  playing  games.  No  denial,  no  defense  of  status  or  exclusivity  (of  being  straight  or  gay). 
But  he’s  yet  to  have  sex  with  a  man. 

My  categories  of  sexual  desire  fail  me,  as  perhaps  they  fail  for  him. 

*  *  * 

A  phenomenology  of  sex  might  lead  us  to  a  notion  of  pure  sex,  something  that  might  be 
separate  from  sexual  identity,  but  that  abstraction  does  not  hold  up.  Straight  cocksuckers 
take  that  notion  of  pure  sex  and  convert  it  into  a  denial  of  being  gay,  a  defensive  stance  that 
denies  us  all.  Some  of  the  men  in  the  middle  are  still  defended  by  the  fact  that  they  don’t  do 
that  something,  that  pure  sex,  that  would  make  them  gay.  And  then  there  are  men  like  Jerry, 
open  and  tender  and  modest,  where  sex  is  never  pure,  where  it  is  a  part  of  the  life  and  love 
and  relationships  which  configure  our  lives.  Their  example  forces  me  back  to  the  issue  of 
loving  men.  The  question  “What  do  you  do?”  gets  lost  in  the  question  “How  do  you  live?” 
For  these  men,  at  least,  being  gay  is  a  way  of  life.  My  anger  at  straight  cocksuckers’  denials 
must  for  these  men  yield  to  touching  sympathy  and  wonder. 

Simply  fucking  and  fetishism,  paradigms  of  perversion,  are  achievements  of  gay  men 
after  those  men  affirm  that  they  are  gay.  What  gay  men  then  do  (or  do  not  do)  does  not 
change  the  facts  of  their  sexual  identity.  These  acts  have  been  transformed  by  the  quality  of 
men’s  relationships  with  each  other.  The  abstract  is  now  concrete.  Sexual  acts  can  no  longer 
be  signs  of  being  a  man  vs.  being  a  woman.  They  are  signs  of  being  a  man  as  such.  Gay  liber¬ 
ation  is  not  only  a  matter  of  fucking.  It  is  the  transformation  of  the  meaning  of  sexuality. 
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“Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion 
for  the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments 
to  us  and  we  encourage  you.to  respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  Sub¬ 
missions  to  “Speaking  Out”  should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE  SPACED,  and,  if 
possible,  held  to  under  5  pages  in  length.  The  opinions  expressed  in  “Speaking 
Out”  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper,  the  staff  or  the  adver¬ 
tisers.  Write  c/o  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  FI.,  Boston,  MA  02111 


If  you  stick  with  us. . . 


you  can  become  a  member  of  the  lesbian  and  gay  movement’s  newspaper  of 
record. 

The  Gay  Community  News  was  first  published  in  June,  1973,  just  prior  to 
Boston’s  annual  lesbian  and  gay  pride  march,  and  has  published  weekly  since. 
Initially  a  mimeographed  newsletter  and  calendar,  GCN  was  started  by  a 
group  of  lesbian  and  gay  activists  who  needed  a  better  way  to  communicate 
with  each  other  and  the  community.  The  newsletter  soon  grew  into  a  16-page 
tabloid,  with  its  own  office  and  (under-)  paid  staff.  GCN  has  always  seen  its 
purpose  as  providing  a  forum  for  discussion  of  the  many  issues  important  to 
our  diverse  community,  as  well  as  providing  the  news  and  features  essential  to 
developing  an  informed  and  politically  active  lesbian  and  gay  community. 

GCN  has  always  been  operated  as  a  non-profit  collective  depending  heav¬ 
ily  on  the  input  of  an  active  volunteer  membership  and  elected  Board  of  Direc¬ 
tors.  Anyone  demonstrating  an  active  and  extended  commitment  to  working 
on  GCN  can  become  a  member  and  help  determine  the  policy  and  direction  of 
the  paper  through  monthly  membership  meetings.  We  need  volunteers  in 
order  to  get  the  paper  out  each  week  and,  equally  important,  to  maintain  the 
broad  base  of  perspectives  that  makes  us  a  community  newspaper. 

Being  a  community  newspaper  means  that  GCN  is  not  an  organ  of  any  per¬ 
son,  business,  or  movement  faction.  GCN  attempts  to  serve  a  politically  and 
geographically  diverse  lesbian  and  gay  community.  We  need  your  input  in  let¬ 
ters,  Speaking  Outs,  articles,  news  tips,  volunteer  time,  and  money.  If  you 
have  always  wondered  what  it  was  like  to  work  with  a  committed  group  of  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  on  a  newspaper,  give  us  a  call.  Below  are  some  of  the  areas 
where  we  especially  need  volunteers: 

Circulation. . .  help  put  GCN  in  the  plain  brown  wrappers  and  mail  it  out! 
Call  Chris  Guilfoy,  or  just  show  up. 

Promotions. . .  help  put  together  the  mailings  and  projects  that  get  people 
interested  in  GCN.  Call  Richard  Burns. 

News. . .  writing  (especially  non-Boston),  transcribing  interviews  and 

news  stories,  investigative  research,  indexing  and  filing. 
Call  Sue  Hyde. 

Features. . .  writers,  reviewers  (movies,  books,  dance,  theater,  music, 
etc.)  indexing  of  reviews.  Call  David  Morris. 

Managing  Ed.. . .  bookkeeping/budget  work,  grant  writing,  typing.  Call  Cin¬ 
dy  Patton. 

Art. . .  layout,  illustrators  (especially  for  book  supplement),  main¬ 

tain  photo  file.  Call  Susan  Yousem. 

Advertising. . .  billing,  sending  out  tearsheets.  Call  Hershey. 

Typesetting. . .  experience  with  Compugraphic  Editwriter  7500.  Call  Nancy 
Wechsler. 


Office. . .  indexing,  archives,  interior  decorating,  windows;  Prisoner 

Project:  legal  research,  sending  out  books,  collecting  info 
on  ‘coming  out’  resources:  jobs,  housing,  etc.  Call  Mike 
Riegle. 
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AWESOME! 


Road  &  Track: 

"If  you  liked  the  280  ZX  you'll  love 
the  300!"’ 

Car  &  Driver: 

“Fast  and  furious.  The  fastest 
Z  ever!” 

You  have  to  drive  it  to  believe  it. 

At  the  Z  Place  we  always  have  Z’s 
in  stock.  Come  in  for  a  test  drive. 

Buy  one  or  lease  one  ...  but  drive 
your  own  Z. 

NEWTON 

DflTSUN 

THE  ZZZZZ  PLACE 

1180  Washington  Street 
From  the  Mass  Pike  take  exit  17E 
(going  towards  Boston) 
or  16W  (away  from  Boston) 
then  curl  back  onto 
Washington  Street. 

Telephone  332-7800 


GAYELLOW  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GA  Y  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973 
Accommodations,  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  book¬ 
stores.  businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors, 
hotels,  lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications, 
organizations,  religious  groups,  services,  social 
groups,  switchboards,  therapists,  travel  agents, 
etc. .  etc. .  etc.  (area  codes  &  zip  codes  too1 ) 

USAS  CANADA  $10. 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $3  50;  includes 
Manhattan  har  notes  &  women's  section. 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $3.50;  Alabama,  Arkansas, 
N  &  S  Carolina.  Florida.  Georgia,  Kansas.  Ken¬ 
tucky,  Louisiana,  Mississippi.  Missouri.  New 
Mexico.  Oklahoma,  Puerto  Rico.  Tennessee. 
Texas.  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $3.50;  Connecticut, 
Delaware.  District  of  Columbia,  Maine,  Maryland, 
Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Pennsylva¬ 
nia,  Rhode  Island.  Vermont,  W.  Virginia 

SPARTACUS  INTERNATIONAL  GAY  GUIDE  for  men 
$20;  The  rest  of  the  world  does  nol  include  USA  or 
Canada,  men's  coverage  only. 

Renaissance  House,  Box  292GCN  Village  Station. 
NY,  NY  10014  212-929-7720  All  books  discreetly 
by  first  class  mail ,  your  name  kept  strictly  confiden¬ 
tial  .  To  list  a  business  or  organization,  or  tor  further 
information,  send  stamped  self-addressed 
business-size  envelope  Please  contact  us  for 
prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order  from  Glad 
Day  Books,  648A  Yonge  St.,  Toronto,  Ontario  M4Y 
2A6  416-961-4161  (check  for  prices). 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


Sow  ihi\  A<t  III %  Diwnuni 
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LESTER'S  T.V. 

TV  Radio- Phones-Hifi  Color 

Upert  ttppotr  i  I  V  i  Stereo  Of  lowest 
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Describing  the  Elephant 

AIDS  Related  Complex: 
Social,  Medical  Conundrum 

By  Christine  Gitilfoy 


BOSTON  —  As  the  AIDS 
epidemic  continues,  community 
groups,  medical  providers, 
researchers  and  governmental 
agencies  such  as  the  Centers  for 
Disease  Control  (CDC)  are  coming 
to  grips  with  the  broader  scope  of 
AIDS.  The  current  CDC  defini¬ 
tion  restricts  AIDS  to  previously 
healthy  persons  who  have  Kaposi’s 
Sarcoma  (KS)  or  pneumocystis 
carinii  pneumonia  (PCP)  and  cer¬ 
tain  other  “opportunistic  infec¬ 
tions,”  infections  that  become 
life-threatening  in  people  with  an 
underlying  immune  disorder.  This 
definition  is  seen  by  many  closely 
involved  in  AIDS  organizing  and 
research  to  be  too  restrictive  and 
not  indicative  of  the  full  range  of 
persons  who  may,  to  varying 
degrees  be  ill,  with  AIDS  or  AIDS 
related  illnesses. 

Early  on,  people  with  some  of 
the  symptoms  of  AIDS  such  as 
fever,  unexplained  weight  loss, 
fatigue,  general  malaise,  lympha- 
denopathy  (swollen  lymph  glands) 
and  T-cell  inversions  (the  reversal 
of  the  typical  ratio  of  “helper”  to 
“suppressor”  cells  which  play  a 
part  in  the  body’s  immune  system) 
were  sometimes  called  “pre- 
AIDS.”  However,  this  turned  out 
to  be  an  inaccurate  label,  not  only 
because  it  frightened  those  who 
were  labelled  such,  but  also 
because  the  label  simply  was  not 
true.  Most  people  with  these  symp¬ 
toms  would  not  go  on  to  develop 
AIDS. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  New  York 
Academy  of  Sciences  this  past  fall, 
James  Curran,  M.D.,  the  head  of 
the  AIDS  Task  Force  at  the  CDC, 
said  that  he  believes  the  reported 
cases  of  AIDS  may  be  only  ten  per¬ 
cent  of  the  total  number  when  the 
broad  clinical  spectrum  of  the  syn¬ 
drome  is  taken  into  account.  As  of 
February  13,  the  CDC  reported 
3452  cases  of  AIDS;  1488  of  whom 
of  whom  have  died.  If  Curran’s 
guess  is  correct,  this  would  mean 
that  almost  35,000  people  are  af¬ 
fected  by  AIDS  or  AIDS  related  il¬ 
lness  in  this  country. 

John  Mazzullo,  M.D.,  a 
member  of  the  Mayor’s  Commit¬ 
tee  on  AIDS  in  Boston,  believes 
that  “AIDS  is  a  spectrum  of  il¬ 
lnesses  ranging  from  full-blown 
AIDS  with  opportunistic  infec¬ 
tions  and  cancer  to  subtle  signs, 
such  as  chronic  fever,  fatigue  and 
diarrhea.” 

Community  groups  such  as  the 
Boston  AIDS  Action  Committee 
and  the  New  York  Gay  Men’s 
Health  Crisis  are  seeing  more  peo¬ 
ple  who  would  not  meet  the  CDC 
definition  of  AIDS,  but  who  are, 
nonetheless,  sick.  While  some  of 
these  people  may  eventually 
develop  AIDS,  most  will  not. 
Some  will  get  well  and  others  will 
continue  to  be  vaguely  or  mildly 
ill.  Current  estimates  are  that 
anywhere  from  three  to  50  percent 
of  these  people  may  develop 
AIDS. 

Donald  Abrams,  M.D.,  a  medi¬ 
cal  researcher  in  San  Francisco,  is 
currently  conducting  a  natural 
history  study  of  men  with  persis¬ 
tent  lymphadenopathy,  a  symp¬ 
tom  frequently  seen  in  those  who 
develop  AIDS.  Although  lym¬ 
phadenopathy  is  a  common 
phenomenon  which  can  be  in¬ 
dicative  of  almost  anything  from  a 
head  cold  to  more  serious  diseases, 
it  has  been  observed  since  1979 
that  some  gay  men  are  presenting 
this  symptom  without  apparent  ex¬ 
planation.  Swollen  glands  are  a 
positive  sign  in  that  it  says  the 
body  is  fighting  an  infection.  The 
immune  system  is  working. 

In  San  Francisco,  lympha¬ 
denopathy  has  become  a  common 
occurrence  with  estimates  that  25 
percent  of  area  men  exhibit  this 
symptom.  Abrams  said, 
“Lymphadenopathy  is  related  to 


AIDS  but  we  still  don’t  know  the 
actual  history  of  the  problem. 

In  Abrams’  study, ‘five  out  of 
the  total  200  men  have  developed 
AIDS.  And  one  thing  that  Abrams 
has  observed  is  that  the  five  people 
whose  swelling  has  gone  down  are 
the  people  who  have  developed 
AIDS.  He  speculates  that  the 
body’s  immune  system  has  ex¬ 
hausted  itself. 

Symptoms  Shared,  Not  Outcomes 

In  recognition  that  there  is  a 
wider  group  of  people  who  are  not 
recognized  by  CDC,  a  new  term 
has  begun  to  come  into  use:  AIDS 
Related  Complex,  or  simply  ARC. 
While  people  in  this  group  share 
some  symptoms  and  problems  in  a 
general  way,  it  is  very  important  to 
note  that  the  term  does  not  have 
prognostic  value.  Like  the  men  in 
the  Abrams  study,  what  people  in 
this  group  share  are  certain  symp¬ 
toms,  but  not  necessarily  a  com¬ 
mon  outcome. 

The  term  has  the  advantage  of 
recognizing  people  who  are  ill  but 
who  do  not  fall  into  the  CDC 
categories.  It  also  better  recognizes 
the  extensiveness  of  the  AIDS 
epidemic  and  allows  us  to  think 
about  AIDS  in  broader  terms. 

Its  primary  disadvantage  is  that 
it  encompasses  so  much  it  becomes 
less  useful  to  researchers  who  are 
interested  in  learning  more  about 
the  origins  of  AIDS.  And  because 
of  its  close  association  with  AIDS, 
the  term  ARC  can  generate  un¬ 
necessary  fear. 

Ron  Vachon,  the  director  of  the 
National  Gay  Health  Education 
Foundation  and  a  member  of  the 
steering  committee  of  the  Federa¬ 
tion  of  AIDS  Related  Organiza¬ 
tions  (FARO)  has  mixed  feelings 
about  the  term.  “A  number  of 
people  in  FARO  are  concerned 
about  the  use  of  the  term  ARC 
because  of  the  hysteria  it  could 
generate.  ARC  still  sounds  like 
AIDS  to  people  diagnosed. 
Despite  some  people  urging  that 
we  not  use  ‘AIDS  Related  Com¬ 
plex’  terminology,  [the  FARO 
steering  committee]  passed  a 
resolution  urging  members  of 
FARO  to  serve  these  people  as 
well,”  Vachon  told  GCN. 

Another  reason  that  such  a  term 
can  generate  fear  is  although  it  is 
closely  associated  with  AIDS  in 
our  own  minds,  many  of  its  symp¬ 
toms  can  be  indicative  of  a  whole 
range  of  mild  and  common  ill¬ 
nesses.  This  cannot  be  stressed 
enough.  Mild  illnesses  in  high  risk 
groups  are  not  necessarily  sug¬ 
gestive  of  an  underlying  immunal 
breakdown. 

Mark  Chataway,  of  the  Gay 
Men’s  Health  Crisis  in  New  York, 
observes  that  the  “vast  majority  of 
people  we  run  across  who  say  they 
have  AIDS,  don’t.  They  have 
AIDS  Related  Complex.” 

In  Boston,  members  of  the 
Mayor’s  Committee  on  AIDS  are 
currently  putting  together  a  work¬ 
ing  definition  of  ARC.  Larry 
Kessler,  the  coordinator  of  the 
Boston  AIDS  Action  Committee 
and  a  member  of  the  Mayor’s 
Committee,  says,  “It’s  really  hard 
to  find  25  words  or  less  to  define 
ARC.  It’s  a  combination  of  fac¬ 
tors,  AIDS  symptoms  without  the 
Kaposi’s  sarcoma  and  the 
pneumocystis  carinii  pneumonia 
(PCP).  [It  may  include]  generaliz¬ 
ed  lymphadenopathy:  swollen 
lymph  nodes  in  two  or  more  areas, 
fatigue,  general  malaise,  fevers, 
night  sweats,  a  decreased  immune 
system  after  screening.  Burkitt’s 
lymphoma  and  Hodgkins  disease 
may  also  be  a  part  of  ARC.” 

Defining  the  Population 

Researchers,  in  particular,  need 
to  define  the  population  precisely 
so  that  they  can  observe  what  seem 
to  be  key  factors.  There  is 


disagreement  among  these 
researchers  about  the  term,  with 
some  even  feeling  that  the  term  is 
so  broad  as  to  be  meaningless.  But 
once  again,  there  is  an  apprecia¬ 
tion  for  the  scope  of  the  syndrome. 

Donald  Abrams  said,  “I  don’t 
like  the  term.  The  term  as  it  was 
made  up  was  more  encompassing 
of  the  group  of  men  who  had  per¬ 
sistent  lymphadenopathy  and 
those  with  prodromal  (other  symp¬ 
toms  such  as  fever,  weight  loss, 
and  T-cell  inversions)  symptoms. 
One  of  the  problems  with  this  term 
is  that  it’s  an  umbrella  term  with 
too  many  different  entities.” 

David  Ostrow,  M.D.,  research¬ 
er  from  Chicago  and  founder  of 
National  AIDS  Prospective 
Epidemiology  Network 
(NAPEN),  said,  “I  think  ARC 
should  be  reserved  for  things  that 
look  like  AIDS  but  in  fact  have 
some  known  prognostic  implica¬ 
tions  for  the  patient  but  don’t 
make  it  into  the  CDC  definition. 
People  with  other  vague  sypmtoms 
should  get  another  term  like  ‘pro¬ 
dromal  syndrome’.  Those  are  the 
ones  where  we  don’t  know  what 
the  relationships  to  AIDS  are.” 

Terminology  aside,  in  discuss¬ 
ing  why  the  people  who  fall  under 
the  category  ARC  might  be  an  im¬ 
portant  piece  in  the  AIDS  puzzle, 
John  Boring,  the  AIDS  project 
coordinator  for  the  National  Gay 
Task  Force  says,  “One  theory  is 
that  AIDS  is  caused  by  a  putative 
agent,  microbial  in  nature,  pro¬ 
bably  a  virus.  And  the  reason  that 
lymphadenopathy,  fatigue  and 
some  of  these  [milder]  symptoms 
[show  up],  but  not  the  severe  ex¬ 
pression  of  [AIDS],  is  that  some 
people  have  been  exposed  to  the 
agent,  but  it  has  not  been  ex¬ 
pressed  by  them  in  a  severe  form. 
They’ve  managed  to  deal  with  the 
infection  more  successfully  than 
another  person  with  full-blown 
AIDS.” 

Abrams  is  intrigued  by  the  ARC 
group  saying,  “They’re  definitely 
an  important  group  to  follow  in 
natural  history  studies.  The  dif¬ 
ferences  between  people  who 
develop  AIDS  and  those  who 
don’t  might  be  some  significant 
help  in  understanding  the  immune 
system.” 

AIDS  Carriers? 

A  question  about  those  who 
have  ARC  is  whether  they  might 
be  AIDS  carriers.  John  Mazzullo 
says  that  there  is  no  answer  to  this 
question  at  the  present  time.  Bob 
Andrews,  the  media  coordinator 
for  the  Boston  AIDS  Action  Com¬ 
mittee  also  brings  up  the  issue  by 
saying,  “We  just  don’t  know  a  lot 
about  AIDS,  how  it  is  transmitted 
and  its  incubation  period.  There  is 
a  question  about  whether  these 
people  are  more  or  less  apt  to  pass 
it  on.” 

But  this  is  a  highly  speculative 
discussion.  The  vagueness  of  the 
term  “ARC”  may  create  undue 
confusion,  for  if  you  lump 
everyone  who  doesn’t  fit  into  the 
CDC’s  AIDS  definition  into  the 
ARC  category,  then  you  will  cer¬ 
tainly  include  some  persons  who 
are  gravely  ill  and  who  do  not  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  successfully  fighting  the 
infection. 

Abrams  says,  “We  have  both 
non-Hodgkins  lymphoma  and 
Hodgkins  disease  on  the  increase 
[in  San  Francisco],  We  know  these 
men  have  a  form  of  AIDS,  even 
though  CDC  does  not  classify 
them  as  such.  But  do  you  want  to 
call  it  ARC?” 

The  Boston  Aids  Action  Com¬ 
mittee  has  formed  a  support  group 
for  people  with  ARC.  In  this 
group,  people  can  discuss  their 
unique  problems,  the  difficulty  of 
living  in  this  gray  zone.  Kessler 
also  says  that  the  group  can  pro- 
Continued  on  page  7 
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Mondale  Zapped 


BOSTON  —  Lesbians  and 
gay  men  showed  up  in  force  at  a 
$50-per-person  fundraiser  for 
presidential  candidate  Walter 
Mondale  held  on  February  28, 
the  night  of  the  New  Hampshire 
primary,  at  the  Park  Plaza 
Hotel  in  Boston.  The  presence 
was  intended  not  strictly  as  a 
show  of  support,  but  as  a 
“zap,”  with  same-sex  couples 
taking  to  the  dance  floor  and  an 
abundance  of  pink  triangles  ap¬ 
pearing  on  lapels  throughout 
the  ballroom.  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Pride  Committee  member  Mar¬ 
sha  Levine  managed  to  slip 
Mondale  a  button  from  last 
year’s  Boston  Pride  March, 
which  the  candidate  quickly 
pocketed.  Participants  in  the 
zap  said  they  wanted  to  remind 
Mondale  of  the  importance  of 
the  lesbian  and  gay  vote  and 
urge  support  for  their  concerns. 

Whether  from  shrewdness  or 
a  belated  sense  of  social  justice. 
Mondale  has  finally  gone  on  re¬ 
cord  in  support  of  the  federal 
lesbian  and  gay  rights  bill  now 


languishing  in  Congress.  At  a 
February  16  reception  sponsor¬ 
ed  by  the  National  Organization 
for  Women  to  commemorate 
the  164th  birthday  of  Susan  B. 
Anthony,  Mbndale  said  “1  have 
consistently  indicated  my  sup¬ 
port  for  a  legislative  remedy  to 
the  problem  of  discrimination. 
It  is  clear  that  the  Moynihan  bill 
(S.  430),  is  a  carefully  crafted 


'piece  of  legislation  that 
represents  the  best  solution.” 

NOW  President  Judy  Gold¬ 
smith  added  that  Mondale’s 
“support  for  an  end  to  discri¬ 
mination  against  lesbians  and 
gay  men  was  an  important  fac¬ 
tor  in  our  endorsement,  and  we 
are  pleased  that  he  has  joined  us 
in  supporting  S.  430.” 


ARC 

Continued  from  page  6 
vide  support  for  people  whose 
condition  has  been  underestimated 
by  medical  providers.  “Many  say 
they  have  been  [treated  incorrect¬ 
ly).  They’ve  been  told  that  there  is 
nothing  wrong  with  them  or  were 
told  that  they  had  mono  without 
getting  the  workup  they  need.” 

While  the  Abrams  study  men¬ 
tioned  earlier  is  particularly  in¬ 
teresting  in  light  of  recent  observa¬ 
tions  that  as  many  as  25  percent  of 
the  men  in  San  Francisco’s  Castro 
area  may  have  lymphadenopathy, 
it  is  not  the  only  study  underway. 


There  is  still  much  scientific 
discussion  going  on  about  what 
factors  are  important  to  examine 
and  what  the  results  of  different 
studies  really  mean.  Scientific  in¬ 
quiry,  particularly  when  dealing 
with  something  as  complex  as  the 
human  immune  system,  is  a  slow 
and  arduous  process. 

Imagine  the  immune  system  as 
the  proverbial  elephant:  the  per¬ 
son  studying  lymphadenopathy 
may  be  looking  at  the  animal’s 
trunk;  the  person  studying  the 
T-cell  ratio  may  have  the  tail. 
When  researchers  and  others  argue 
about  whether  and  how  to  use 
terms  like  ARC,  they  are  trying  to 


agree  on  a  description  of  that  part 
of  the  animal  they  are  studying. 
The  more  they  tell  one  another 
about  what  they  are  finding,  the 
larger  the  picture  that  emerges. 

What  some  of  this  suggests  is 
that  persons  with  vague  symptoms 
being  included  in  ARC,  particular¬ 
ly  those  within  a  high  risk  group, 
should  be  seen  by  a  medical  pro¬ 
vider  who  is  knowledgeable  about 
AIDS  and  other  ailments  common 
among  gay  men.  Persons  who  are 
unsure  whether  to  go  to  a  doctor, 
or  where  to  go  can  call  any  of  the 
AIDS  resources  listed  in  GCN  or 
can  call  their  nearest  gay  hotline 
for  more  information. 


Beer 
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formed  KQED  management  that 
union  members  and  other  boycott 
supporters  were  part  of  that 
‘public.’  ” 

Wallace  notes  that  another  issue 
that  weakend  Coors’  case  was 
their  unwillingness  to  open  their 
books  for  inspection  by  Coors 
boycott  lawyers  and  the  judge.  “I 
said  all  along  that  Joe  Coors  was  a 
real  ‘control  freak’  and  he  was  un¬ 
willing  to  have  us  get  as  intimate  a 
picture  of  the  running  of  his  busi¬ 
ness  as  he  wanted  to  obtain  of  our 
boycott. 

“In  the  end,  I  think  it  weakened 
his  case  for  damages.  Ironically,  I 
think  the  boycott  has  cost  him 
many  more  times  the  $145,000 
they  were  seeking.  Coors  used  to 
be  the  number  one  beer  in  Califor¬ 
nia  and  now  Bud[weiser]  is  far 
ahead  and  I  think  the  boycott, 
especially  in  the  gay  community, 


played  an  important  part  in  that 
sales  drop,”  noted  Wallace. 

The  Coors  Boycott  Committee 
will  intensify  their  efforts  in  the  36 
states  around  the  country  where 
Coors  beer  products  are  sold,  in¬ 
cluding  some  beers  that  are  Coors 
but  are  sold  under  a  different 
label,  like  Killian’s  Irish  Red. 

The  Coors  boycott  may  take  on 
added  significance  amid  rumors 
that  Joseph  Coors  is  being  con¬ 
sidered  as  a  replacement  for  Edwin 
Meese  as  presidential  counselor  to 
Ronald  Reagan.  That  story  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  Washington  Times ,  a 
conservative  newspaper  funded  by 
the  Rev.  Sun  Myung  Moon.  The 
Times  story  is  accompanied  by  an 
editorial  cartoon  showing  a  huge 
Coors  billboard  outside  the  White 
House.  An  aide,  in  the  caption, 
says  to  the  Presidnt,  “Mr.  Presi¬ 
dent,  a  lot  of  people  think  you 
need  to  replace  Ed  Meese.”  Presi¬ 
dent  Reagan  replies,  “So  I’ve 


noticed.” 

The  latest  episode  in  the  Coors 
brothers  saga  comes  comes  in  the 
Feb.  24  edition  of  the  Rocky 
Mountain  News  in  Denver.  A 
story  by  news  staff  writer  Tom 
Schilling  quotes  William  Coors’ 
remarks  to  a  group  of  minority 
business  owners.  On  the  subject  of 
the  intellectual  capacity  of  black 
Americans,  says  William  Coors, 
“It’s  not  that  the  dedication 
among  blacks  is  less.  It’s  that  it’s 
greater.  They  lack  the  intellectual 
capacity  to  succeed  and  it’s  taking 
them  down  the  tubes.” 

Reporter  Schilling  said  the  re¬ 
marks  by  William  Coors,  chair¬ 
man  and  chief  executive  of  the 
Adolph  Coors  Company,  were 
“greeted  by  a  few  nervous  laughs 
in  a  crowd  of  110  minority 
business  owners,  including  a 
number  of  blacks,  attending  a  day¬ 
long  seminar.” 


Navy 

Continued  from  page  1 
the  Navy  to  “direct  the  separation 
of  any  member  prior  to  expiration 
of  that  member’s  term  of  service 
after  determining  it  would  be  in 
the  best  interests  of  the  service.” 

Unable  to  prove  that  Baskin 
engaged  in  homosexual  activity, 
the  Naval  officials  were  now  trying 
to  kick  Baskin  out  for  being  homo¬ 
sexual.  The  notice  that  came  to  his 
hospital  bed  read:  “Separation  in 
your  case  is  in  the  best  interests  of 
the  Naval  service  because  homo¬ 
sexuality  is  incompatible  with 
Naval  service.  The  presence,  in  the 
Naval  environment,  of  persons 
who  engage  in  homosexual  Con¬ 
duct  or  who,  by  their  statements, 
demonstrate  a  propensity  to  en¬ 
gage  in  homosexual  conduct,  seri¬ 
ously  impairs  the  accomplishment 
of  the  Naval  mission. 

“Your  presence  adversely  af¬ 
fects  the  ability  of  the  Navy  to 
maintain  discipline,  good  order, 
and  morale;  foster  mutual  trust 
and  confidence  among  service 
members;  ensure  the  integrity  of 
the  system  of  rank  and  command; 


facilitate  assignment  and  world¬ 
wide  deployment  of  service  mem¬ 
bers  who  must  frequently  live  and 
work  under  close  conditions  affor¬ 
ding  minimal  privacy;  recruit  and 
retain  members  of  the  Navy;  main¬ 
tain  the  public  acceptability  of  the 
Navy;  and  prevent  breaches  of 
security.” 

Accusing  the  Navy  of  “acting 
with  the  mentality  of  a  lynch 
mob,”  Friedman  decided  to  play 
hardball.  He  prepared  a  tempor¬ 
ary  restraining  order  and  reminded 
Naval  officers  that  the  “in  the  best 
interests”  action  can  only  be  taken 
when  other  ways  of  discharging 
the  service  member,  such  as  by 
medical  discharge,  are  inap¬ 
plicable. 

Friedman  cited  cases  in  which 
civil  courts  have  found  against  the 
military  for  violating  its  own 
regulations  in  attempting  to  dis¬ 
charge  service  members.  He  warn¬ 
ed  that  if  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
decided  to  institute  this  “Draco¬ 
nian  measure”  against  a  man  with 
AIDS  and  establish  a  “policy  that 
seriously  ill  members  will  be  sum¬ 


marily  discharged  and  dumped  in 
the  streets  by  the  military,”  a 
tremendous  public  outcry  would 
result  and  Friedman  would  lead  it. 

The  Navy  backed  down  and  de¬ 
cided  to  abandon  its  attempts  to 
administratively  discharge  Baskin. 
He  seems  destined  for  the  medical 
discharge  he  so  desires. 

This  is  not  a  story  about  a  gay 
man  attempting  to  remain  in  the 
Navy.  It  is  the  story  of  a  gay  man’s 
attempt  to  remain  alive,  by  battl¬ 
ing  not  only  a  horrible  disease,  but 
an  incredibly  inhumane  bureau¬ 
cracy. 

At  26,  John  Baskin  lies  in  his 
hospital  bed,  perilously  close  to 
death.  His  body  has  been  weaken¬ 
ed  by  bouts  with  pneumocystis 
carinii  pneumonia,  one  of  the  op¬ 
portunistic  diseases  associated 
with  AIDS.  Another  AIDS-related 
disease,  cytomegalovirus  retinitis, 
has  left  him  blind.  While  the  vic¬ 
tory  over  the  Navy  has  little  impact 
on  him  personally,  it  will  certainly 
help  others  in  the  military  who 
develop  AIDS. 
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Have  a  Question? 
BOSTON  LESBIAN  AND 
GAY  HOTLINE 
6pm-Midnight,  Mon-Fri  if 
(617)  426-9371 


SKIING 

IN  THE  BERKSHIRES 


500  SOUTH  MAIN 

Bod  and  Break), tsl 
Special  Weekend  Rates 
$90  DOUBLE  OCCUPANCY 
$65  SINGLE  OCCUPANCY 
Great  Barrington,  MA 
Your  Hosts:  Dan  and  Bob 
(4 1  I)  528-9671 


Dear  Valiant/Dart  owner, 

Congratulations  on  owning  the 
best  Detroit  ever  built  But  as  you 
know,  even  the  best  needs  care 
occasionally  At  our  garage  we 
can  do  any  mechanical  or  body 
work  your  car  regimes  We  have 
most  ot  the  parts  that  tend  to  need 
replacement  in  stock. 

We  also  repair  and  maintain 
other  makes  ot  American  and 
foreign  cars 

Come  in  (8am  6pm)  or  call  tor 
advice  and  an  estimate 

J&S  AUTOMOTIVE 
277  Northampton  St. 
267-0300 


GENERAL  DENTISTRY 

DP  JOHN  C.  BAPNA 
D.M.D 

739  BOYLSTON  STREET 
SUITE  400 
BOSTON  MA  02116 

APPOINTMENT  617-353-1500 


PARTNERS 

THE  GAY  DATING  SERVICE 


A  DISCREET  AND  PER¬ 
SONALIZED  ALTERNATIVE  TO 
THE  ESTABLISHED  GAY 
SCENE.  IF  YOU  WISH  TO  MEET 
OTHER  LIKE-MINDED  CAY 
MEN  AND  LESBIAN  SEND 
$1.00  (POSTAGE  AND  HAND¬ 
LING)  FOR  APPLICATION  TO. 


PARTNERS,  DIV.OF  RMI 

SUITE  400,  437  BOYLSTON  ST. 
BOSTON,  MA  02116 
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honorable  discharge  certificate,  poured  kerosene  and  lit  it  aflame.  With  tears 
in  his  eyes  he  asked  forgiveness  for  his  actions  in  Vietnam. 

I  feel  the  photo  captures  well  an  unforgettable  and  intense  emotional  mo¬ 
ment  from  April  of  1980.”  (comments  by  Ellen  Shub) 


•J 


“This  photo  was  taken  at  the  first  lesbian  and  gay  demonstration  that  I  ever  attended, 
protesting  Anita  Bryant’s  visit  to  Boston  in  September,  1978.  Other  of  my  photos 
from  that  demonstration  appeared  in  CCA',  another  first  for  me.  So,  this  photo 
underscores  the  documentary  nature  of  my  work. 

There  is  a  tension  between  the  man  and  the  woman  that  speaks  of  the  larger  ten¬ 
sions  that  lesbians  face  in  their  relationships  with  men.  I  like  the  woman’s  obvious 
pride  in  and  love  for  what  she  is  doing,  and  for  who  she  is.  There  is  a  political  element 
in  this  photo  that  appeals  to  me.  I  also  like  the  composition  and  shapes  in  the  image, 
which  satisfies  my  desire  for  good  craft,  (comments  by  Susan  D.  Fleischmann) 


“I  decided  to  make  photographs  which  would  require  me  and  the 
viewer  to  face  the  present  hatred  and  hostility  towards  Jews  and  Les¬ 
bians.  I  believe  that  our  enemies  always  look  stronger  from  a  distrance 
and  that  literally  facing  up  to  them  empowers  us  to  struggle  against 
them.  That  is  why  I  go  with  my  camera  to  be  an  eyewitness  to  the  reality 
of  anti-Semitism  and  other  oppressions.  In  this  way  documentary 
photography  can  lead  to  resistance.”  (from  an  essay  by  JEB  to  be 
published  in  Countervisions.) 


i Maida  Tilchen 

hers  will  be  honored  with  this  year’s  Oasis  Awards 
which  the  awards  are  traditionally  given  has  been 
eseeh. circumstances  by  organizer  Maxine  Feldman), 
esbian  photographers  is  being  celebrated,  specific 
(JEB),  Ellen  Shub,  Susan  D.  Fleischmann  and, 
fo^their  work  in  documenting  the  lives  of  lesbians  photographically,  the  Lesbian 
Herstory  Archives.  In  addition,  a  surprise  award  is  being  given  to  photographer 
Donna  Washington.  (The  surprise  award  "was  not  announced  in  time  to  include 
Donna  Washington  in  this  article,  but  watch  GCN  for  an  interview  in  the  near 

future.) 


lthough 
recognition  goes 


The  awards  event  has  given  me  a  good  excuse  to  da  something  I’ve  always 
wanted  to  do:  ask  some  lesbian  photographers' about  their  work.  I’ve  had  the 
privilege  of  watching  the  women  interviewed  here  while  they  worked,  by  which  I 
mean  I’ve  held  my  breath  with  worry  hoping  that  Ellen  Shub  wouldn’t  get  ar¬ 
rested  “accidentally”  while  photographing  a  demonstration;  I’ve  empathized 
when  Sue  Fleischmann,  standing  high  on  a  rickety  ladder,  had  to  convince  a 
group  of  anxious  lesbian  poets  that  they  could  calm  down  enough  to  smile  for  the 
camera  before  an  important  reading;  and  this  past  August  I  ran  into  JEB  in  the 
very  early  dawn  at  Seneca  Women’s  peace  camp,  already  awake  and  photograph¬ 
ing  while  most  peace  campers  still  slept.  Seeing  one  of  “our”  photographers  at  a 
demonstration  always  makes  me  feel  secure  that  the  event  will  be  recorded  fpr 
posterity  —  and  also  makes  me  hope  I’ll  be  seeing  the  photos  soon  in  a  publication. 


For  these  four  interviews,  I  didn’t  try  to  get  an  in-depth  story  on  each 
woman;  space  in  GC7V  definitely  would  not  permit  this.  But  I  asked  each  one  the 
same  questions  and  tried  to  include  as  much  of  their  answers  as  I  could.  These 
questions  were:  why  did  you  become  a  photographer?;  what  do  you  want  lesbians 
to  see  in  your  work?;  what  do  you  want  non-lesbians  to  see  in  your  work?;  and 
what  advice  would  you  give  to  amateur  photographers?  I  also  asked  each  one 
what  she  would  do  with  unlimited  time  and  money,  because  I  so  often  wonder 
what  lesbian  artists  of  all  kinds  could  do  with  greater  resources. 


ELLEN  SHUB 


is  a  constant  sight  at  demonstrations  for  progressive  causes  in  the  Boston  area.  If 
you  ask  her  why  she  takes  photographs,  she’ll  soon  turn  her  answer  into  an  ex¬ 
planation  of  the  political  issues  raised  by  the  people  she  photographs.  From  her 
work,  she  hopes  that  viewers  will  perceive  “not  necessarily  how  I  feel  about 
what’s  happening,  but  what  the  people  in  the  photos  feel  about  what  they  are 

doing.” 


But  it’s  clear  that  Ellen  feels  her  photographs  will  aid  social  change.  “I  enjoy 
photographing  things  that  don’t  necessarily  get  exposure  in  the  major  media,  be¬ 
cause  of  who  owns  it  and  the  way  it  supports  itself.  What  you  see  on  the  news 
every  night  is  not  my  idea  of  what  reality  is.  There  are  things  going  on  that  aren’t 
getting  coverage  and  there’s  also  the  need  to  present  images  that  allow  us  to  look 
to  the  future  and  envision  survival  and  the  fulfillment  of  our  needs.” 


Ellen  started  out  in  the  major  media  and  worked  for  ten  years  in  children’s, 
news  and  public  affairs  programming  for  employers  such  as  NBC,  Westinghouse 
and  some  local  Boston  TV  stations.  Now  she  is  a  full-time  free-lance 
photographer,  enjoying  the  freedom  to  choose  what  she  works  on.  She  supports 
herself  by  selling  photos  which  appear  in  various  alternative  and  mainstream 
publications,  textbooks,  record  album  jackets,  brochures,  annual  reports  and  slide 

shows. 


Although  Ellen  is  best  known  for  her  photos  of  demonstrations,  that  is  not 
all  she  does.  A  recent  assignment  had  her  shooting  portraits  of  people  in  their 

neighborhoods.  She  also  enjoys  nature  photography. 


Ellen  doesn’t  think  of  her  photographic  work  primarily  as  lesbian  work.  “I 
don’t  back  off  from  who  I  am,  but  it  is  far  more  important  to  me  to  promote  the 
work  on  its  photographic  merits  than  to  promote  myself  as  a  lesbian 
photographer.”  However,  lesbians  and  gay  men  often  appear  in  her  work  because 
she  feels  that  they  are  so  often  in  the  forefront  of  activities  to  prevent  nuclear 
genocide  and  to  create  a  more  livable  culture.  Ellen  also  credits  her  Jewish 
heritage  as  an  influence  on  what  she  chooses  to  value  and  shoot. 


Given  unlimited  time  and  money,  Ellen  would  like  to  finish  two  book  pro¬ 
jects.  One  would  cover  the  nuclear  fuel  cycle  and  the  lives  of  the  people  it  touches, 
including  nuclear  power,  nuclear  weapons  and  the  international  peace  movement. 
She  would  like  to  travel  to  Europe  to  photograph  the  movement  there.  She  would 
also  like  to  publish  a  book  of  the  many  photographs  of  the  women’s  movement 
that  she  has  taken  over  the  years,  ranging  from  demonstrations  to  photos  of 
notable  women.  She  would  also  like  to  work  more  with  color  film. 


Ellen  is  currently  very  concerned  about  two  recent  incidents  in  which  federal 
police  prevented  her  from  photographing  protests  in  federal  buildings  in  Boston. 
One  was  an  anti-draft  demonstration  at  the  post  office,  another  a  sit-in  at  Con¬ 
gressman  Tip  O’Neill’s  office  protesting  the  Grenada  invasion.  She  says,  “I 
believe  that  if  people  have  information  that  is  truthful  about  reality  they  will 
make  more  intelligent  choices,  but  this  becomes  progressively  more  difficult  when 
we  get  less  and  less  information.” 


JOAN  E.  BIREN, 


who  signs  her  photos  “JEB,”  says  that  the  first  photograph  of  lesbians  she  took 
was  of  herself  kissing  her  lover.  Later,  after  joining  the  legendary  Washington, 
DC  feminist  collective  “The  Furies,”  she  photographed  that  group  and  then 
larger  and  larger  groups  as  the  lesbian  feminist  community  began  to  grow  and 
thrive. 


“When  I  first  came  out  as  a  lesbian  in  the  ’60s,  I  couldn’t  find  photos  of  les¬ 
bians  to  look  at.  When  1  finally  did  find  photos,  they  weren’t  done  by  lesbians 
and  they  were  very  negative.  So  1  decided  to  make  images  of  the  kind  I  was  look¬ 
ing  for.  Also,  after  years  in  academics,  1  was  burned  out  on  words  and  wanted  to 
change  the  medium  I  was  working  in.  So  it  was  a  combination  of  wanting  to 
photograph  and  wanting  to  photograph  lesbians’  lives.  And  after  14  years  it  has 
\  '  qot  ceased  to  be  a  compelling  subject.” 


\ 


\  \  Eye  to  Eye:  Portraits  of  Lesbians,  a  book  of  JEB’s  photos  published  by  her 
in  1979,  is  still  available.  She  also  contributed  the  photo  essay  in  the  book  Nice 
Jewish  Girls:  A  Lesbian  Anthology  and  has  done  numerous  covers  for  lesbian 
and/pr'feminist  record  albums  and  books.  Her  1984  calendar,  “Seeing  Women,” 
is  a  collection  (>f  photos  by  12  women  photographers,' many  of  whose  lesbianism 
she  documents  in  the  biographical  blurbs  included  with  each  photo.  JEB  taught 
herself  photography  after  dropping  out  of  a  doctoral  program  at  Oxford  Universi¬ 
ty  in  England.  Since  1975,  she  has  been  a  self-supporting  free-lance  photographer. 


“The  thing  I  most  vyanf  to  photograph  is  the  thing  most  likely  to  create  some 
kind  of  change,”  she  says.  “1  see  photography  not  only  as  a  way  of  documenting 
our  lives  for  herstory,  but  even  more  to  help  create  the  future  direction  of  our 
movement  and  community  as  lesbians.  I  hope  that  lesbians  will  see  in  my  photos  a 
new  direction,  a  vision  that  the  photograph  would  help  them  form  and  would  give 
them  a  desire  to  work  toward  in  the  future.”  As  examples,  JEB  cites  the  photos 
she  has  taken  at  the  Seneca  Women’s  Encampment  for  a  Future  of  Peace  and 
Justice  and  at  the  Michigan  Womyn’s'  Music  Festival.  “These  are  places  where  we 
try  to  live  out  a  future  vision.  They  are  dHTdrertt  from  our  daily  lives.  It  is  hap¬ 
pening  now,  but  it  can  still  give  a  vision  of  the  future.” 

But  JEB  also  wants  to  provide  a  realistic  pichjrKpTsfesbian  lives.  “I  hope 
what  lesbians  see  in  my  photos  is  a  true  reflection  of  jfteir  lives,  including  both 
celebration  and  struggle.  I  hope  the  full  diversity  of  oiiucommunity  will  be  visible 
in  my  work  and  I’m  always  pushing  myself  to  make  it  mbceHpclu&ye  in  terms  of 
race,  age,  class,  disabilities,  body  type,  regions  and  so  on. 


JEB  photographs  for  lesbian  audiences.  “I  want  non-lesbians  to  have  a  true 
picture,  and  to  feel  positively,  but  if  you  think  about  it,  you  can  start  cenSqnng 
yourself,  and  then  lesbians  don’t  get  the  images  we  need.  It  is  more  important  that 
we  get  what  we  need  than  that  we  try  to  keep  them  from  somebody  who  miglp  . 
misinterpret  them.  I  make  my  images  for  lesbians,  and  then  I  try  to  make  sure  i(  is 
primarily  lesbians  who  see  them.”  \ 


Dream  projects  for  JEB  include  a  trip  around  the  world  to  photograph  les¬ 
bians  of  many  countries  and  cultures.  She  would  also  like  to  finish  a  current  pro¬ 
ject,  a  book  of  photos  of  lesbians  involved  in  building  lesbian  community  and  in¬ 
stitutions.  “I’m  not  discouraged  about  dreaming  these  projects  and  others,”  she 
says.  “A  few  years  ago,  the  idea  of  being  a  full-time  lesbian  photrographer  was  a 
dream  and  now  I’m  surviving  as  one.” 


SUE  FLEISCHMANN’S 


career  as  a  photographer  was  stimulated  by  the  few  family  photos  that  her  grand¬ 
parents  were  able  to  save  when  they  fled  Nazi  Germany.  She  feels  that  such  ar¬ 
tifacts  give  people  an  historical  perspective  on  their  lives.  “For  lesbians,  viewing 
photo  collections  can  give  a  sense  that  one’s  way  of  life  is  not  isolated,  that  other 
women  have  and  do  live  similarly,”  she  says.  Sue  is  emphatic  that  photographs 
should  be  made  with  a  real  sense  of  craft,  so  that  they  will  last  not  only  as 
historical  documents  but  also  as  beautiful  images. 

Continued  on  page  14 
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Appreciating  Lesbian  Photographers 

Continued  from  page  13 


A  graduate  of  the  New  England 
School  of  Photography,  Sue 
created  her  own  interdisciplinary 
major  in  Media  and  Women’s 
Studies  at  the  University  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts.  Her  background  also  in¬ 
cludes  time  spent  on  a  kibbutz. 
Her  photos  have  been  published  in 
such  diverse  publications  as  the 
Boston  Globe  Magazine,  The 
Guardian,  the  Jerusalem  Post  and 
Sinister  Wisdom.  She  has  also 
been  involved  with  cable  televi¬ 
sion,  as  a  teacher  of  video  skills 
and  a  member  of  the  Cambridge 
Women’s  Cable  TV  Network. 

She  most  enjoys  doing  portraits 
of  people  in  their  daily  en¬ 
vironments,  such  as  a  series  she  is 
currently  doing  of  older  women. 
As  a  photojournalist  Sue  covers 
many  unstaged  events  such  as 
demonstrations,  but  she  also  is 
often  called  upon  to  film  press 
conferences,  book-signing  parties 
and  performances.  Sue  shot  many 
of  the  group  photos  of  lesbian 
poets  and  writers  giving  readings 
that  have  appeared  in  GCN  over 
the  years.  As  Sue  says,  “1  feel  that 
the  lesbian  and  gay  movement  is  in 
the  vanguard  of  progressive 
politics  in  this  country,  and  to 
photograph  our  events  is  to  be 
nearly  on  the  pulse  of  what’s  going 
on.” 

The  issue  of  who  will  view  her 
work  has  concerned  Sue,  par¬ 
ticularly  since  she  assembled  a 
slide  show  of  lesbian  erotica  a  few 
years  ago.  ‘‘Trying  to  figure  out 
who  the  audience  was  for  this,  I 
became  incapable  of  shooting. 
Now  1  don’t  think  as  much  about 
the  audience  —  1  just  photograph 
and  then  later  decide  if  I’ll  put  it 
out  to  the  straight  community  or 
keep  it  inside  ours.” 

The  Great  American  Lesbian 
Art  Show,  held  in  Boston  in  the 
summer  of  1980,  was  one  solution 
to  this  problem.  “That  created  a 
space  that  was  only  ours,  and  that 
freed  up  a  lot  of  women  to  put  out 
work  they  wouldn’t  have  if  they 
had  to  worry  about  their 
audience.”  Sue  was  one  of  the 
organizers  of  that  show,  which 
featured  lesbian  photography, 
sculpture,  painting  and  crafts  in  a 
lesbian-controlled  space. 

Sue  is  currently  working  on  a 


series  of  photographs  of  older 
women,  and  would  like  it  to  in¬ 
clude  more  out  lesbians.  She  is 
eager  to  hear  from  volunteers  over 
40.  She  also  would  like  to  work 
more  with  film  and  video,  so  that 
sounds  and  movements  can  also  be 
recorded. 


Since  1974,  the  Lesbian 
Herstory  Archives  in  New  York 
City  has  been  providing  a  space  for 
lesbian  materials  to  be  collected 
and  made  available  to  interested 
women.  These  materials  include 
thousands  of  photographs,  among 
them  historical  and  obscure  an¬ 
tique  photos,  photos  by  profes¬ 
sional  photographers  and  snap¬ 
shots  sent  in  by  amateur 
photographers  who  want  their 
work  available  in  the  Archives. 

Deborah  Edel,  Joan  Nestle  and 
Judith  Schwartz  have  each  made  a 
lifetime  commitment  to  maintain 
the  Archives.  Deborah  Edel  spoke 
with  me  on  behalf  of  all  the  Ar¬ 
chives  women. 

The  reason  for  the  Archives 
photo  collection  has  to  do  with 
hopes  for  the  future  and  regrets 
about  the  past.  “We  know  how 
important  it  is  to  build  up  a  collec¬ 
tion  so  that  in  the  future  lesbians 
won’t  have  the  same  kind  of  strug¬ 
gle  we’ve  had  to  find  materials,” 
says  Deborah.  It  is  for  this  reason 
that  the  Archives  particularly 
seeks  candid  snapshots  by  amateur 
photographers.  “The  individual 
women’s  photos  can  give  the 
future  the  fullest  representation  of 
what  we  looked  like,  how  we  lived, 
and  what  we  did.” 

At  the  Archives,  the 
photographs  are  available  to  re¬ 
searchers  with  a  particular  goal 
and  to  women  who  are  curious  and 
want  to  browse.  “A  researcher 
might  be  looking  for  something 
like  a  photo  of  the  inside  of  the 
bar,  which  is  the  hardest  photo  to 
get,”  says  Deborah.  The  Archives 
is  currently  engaged  in  cataloguing 
the  photo  collection.  The  collec¬ 
tion  also  includes  works  by  non¬ 
lesbian  photographers  such  as 
David  Hamilton,  and  homophobic 
materials.  “We  collect  all  images, 
so  people  in  the  future  will  know 
what  the  straight  world  promul¬ 


Concord  Concerts  presents: 


celebrating  the  release  of  her  new  album. 

Shadows  on  a  Dim* 

with  Patty  Larkin 


Friday,  March  23,  7:30  p.m. 
Sanders  Theater,  Harvard  University 


$7.50  in  advance,  $8.50  at  the  door 
Concert  will  be  signed  for  the  hearing  impaired 
Free  childcare  available:  call  547-5704  in  advance 
Tickets  at  New  Words,  Sandy's  Music, 

Music  Emporium,  The  Alpert  Gallery, 
Strawberries,  and  ConcertCharge  (497-1 1 18) 
For  more  information:  547-5704 


gated  about  us.” 

The  Archives  is  always  eager  to 
receive  photos  from  any  lesbians 
for  their  collection.  These  could 
be  single  pictures  or  whole  albums. 
Says  Deborah,  “Often  women  will 
send  a  favorite  photo  of  a  friend, 
but  not  of  themselves.  It  takes  a 
sense  of  importance  of  oneself  to 
say, ‘I’m  important  enough  to 
make  sure  I  go  down  in  history.’ 
Part  of  our  job  is  to  make  sure 
women  take  their  lives  seriously 
enough  to  do  that.” 

One  concern  of  the  Archives  is 
that  they  collect  a  wide  range  of 
images  of  lesbians.  Says  Deborah, 
“The  butch  image  is  more  visible 
and  easier  to  play  around  with,  but 
we  hope  femme  women  will  also 
send  photos,  and  not  put  them 
aside  because  they  don’t  represent 
a  certain  type  of  image.  We  also 
need  photos  of  women  who  are 
uncomfortable  —  not  the  very 
out,  strong  ones  only.  Pictures  of 
women  who  are  first  coming  out, 
or  who  are  unsure  of  themselves.” 
She  feels  that  the  collection  may 
eventually  help  to  resolve  both 
homophobic  stereotypes  and  les¬ 
bian  assumptions  about 
themselves.  “Having  all  these 
materials  gathered  in  these  and 
other  archives  will  allow  people  to 
see  if  there  really  is  a  lesbian  stance 
or  way  of  looking  at  people.”  (The 
existence  of  a  unique  “lesbian 
stance”  or  facial  expression  is  a 
controversial  theory  promoted  by 
JEB  in  her  slide  show  “Lesbian 
Images  in  Photography.”) 

The  Archives  does  intend  for  its 
photos  to  be  seen  by  non-lesbians, 
unless  a  photographer  specifies' 
they  are  for  lesbians  only.  The  col¬ 
lection  is  not  open  to  men,  but 
often  researchers  will  publish  a 
photo  they  found  at  the  Archives 
in  a  publication  that  is  available  to 
gay  men  and  straight  people.  Says 
Deborah,  “I  feel  it  is  important 
for  straight  people  to  see  the  fullest 
range  of  lesbian  experience.  I 
don’t  want  them  to  think  that 
there  is  only  one  style  of  lesbian  or 
that  lesbians  are  always  happy. 
And  that’s  a  personal  opinion  of 
mine,  I  don’t  know  what  Joan  or 
Judith  would  say  about  that.” 


Advice  to  Amateur  Photographers 


JEB:  Amateur  photographers  have  an  important  opportunity  to 
make  a  daily  record  of  lesbian  lives.  There’s  so  much  of  daily  things 
that  we  don’t  have  photographs  of,  all  the  domestic  things  that  les¬ 
bians  have  to  do  because  we  take  care  of  ourselves.  And  yet,  because 
they  are  domestic,  we  shy  away  from  recording  them.  But  I  think  it’s 
important  to  see  ourselves  with  our  lovers  and  friends  in  a  daily  way, 
and  not  just  our  birthdays  and  special  occasions.  I  really  encourage 
women  not  to  be  afraid  to  use  their  cameras  anytime.” 

Sue  Fleischmann:  “When  you’re  taking  pictures,  even  just  shapshots, 
take  them  seriously  because  they  exist  as  a  record  of  each  of  our  lives. 
We  should  take  ourselves  seriously  not  just  as  photographers  but  as 
documentarians.” 

Ellen  Shub:  “Buy  a  roll  of  film,  put  it  in  the  camera  and  shoot.  What 
you  do  shoot  would  be  a  matter  of  personal  inspiration  and  desire. 
Every  time  you  shoot  a  roll  of  film,  you  learn  something  about  what 
you  photographed  or  what  you  want  to  photograph. 

“I  enjoy  asking  people  to  pick  out  their  ten  favorite  or  ten  best 
prints  to  show  me  and  to  talk  about.  That  makes  them  look  at  their 
work  and  find  ways  of  presenting  it  to  people.” 

Deborah  Edel  for  the  Lesbian  Herstory  Archives:  “Always  put  good 
identifying  information  on  the  back  of  the  photo  —  the  date,  place, 
event,  names  of  what  it  shows.  The  Archives  has  a  whole  collection  of 
found  images,  which  are  old  pictures  that  appear  to  be  of  lesbians,  but 
have  no  identification.  Because  femme  lesbians  are  harder  to  identify 
by  sight,  unidentified  photos  of  femme  women  are  much  more  likely 
to  be  lost  to  lesbian  herstory.” 

The  Archives  also  cautions  people  not  to  use  the  inexpensive  photo 
albums  with  sticky  plastic  protective  sheets,  which  apparently  damage 
the  surface  of  the  photo. 

The  Archives  is  eager  to  receive  all  donations.  They  copy 
photographs,  and  if  you  send  a  photo  marked  “Please  return”  with 
your  name  and  address  (and  stamps  if  possible)  they  will  copy  it  and 
send  back  your  original. 


Addresses 

Joan  E.  Biren  (JEB),  1224  Maryland  Avenue  NE,  #1,  Washington, 
D.C.,  20002.  JEB  is  available  to  present  either  of  two  slide  shows: 
“Look  to  the  Women  for  Courage:  Stories  from  the  Seneca  Women’s 
Encampment  for  Peace  and  Justice”  and  “Lesbian  Images  in 
Photography,  1850-1984.” 

Ellen  Shub,  Springfield  Street,  Somerville.  Ellen  has  available  a  slide 
show  of  sights  and  sounds  recorded  on  location  plus  her  impressions 
of  the  Seneca  Women’s  Encampment.  She  also  has  done  a  slide  show 
on  “Positive  Images  of  Growing  Older”  available  from  the  Unitarian 
Universalist  Service  Committee  in  Boston. 

Susan  D.  Fleischmann,  42  Magazine  Street,  Cambridge,  MA  02139. 
Susan  can  do  workshops  on  video  production  and  is  available  for 
free-lance  work  for  political  campaigns,  social  service  agencies  and 
other  types  of  work. 

The  Lesbian  Herstory  Archives,  Box  1258,  New  York,  NY,  10016. 
Telephone  (212)  874-7232.  The  Archives  collections  are  open  to 
women  only  by  appointment.  You  must  call  ahead  to  make  ar¬ 
rangements  for  a  visit.  The  Archives  seeks  donations  of  photographs, 
books,  documents  and  ephemera  of  all  kinds  pertaining  to  lesbian 
herstory. 


FOCUS 

counseling  and 
consultation 
for  women  and 
their  friends,  inc. 

Short  and  long 
term  therapy 
for  individuals, 
couples,  groups, 
families. 

Insurance  Accepted 

Inman  Square, 
Cambridge 
tel.  876-4488 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 


16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  02115  267-7573 

Mon.-Thurs.  9  am-9  pm  Fri.-Sat.  9  am-6  pm 
Wed.  6-8  pm  Walk-In  VD  Testing  &  Treatment 

Wednesday  Evenings  —  Cay  Men's  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Night 
By  Appointment  Only  —  as  of  Oct.  1,  1983 


Specialties  Include 

*  Internal  medicine,  infectious  disease,  dermatology,  hematology,  oncology,  minor 
surgery,  podiatry  (including  sports  medicine),  nutrition,  family  practice,  psychia¬ 
try,  infertility,  gynecology,  family  planning 

*  24  Hour  Emergency  On  Call  Service 

*  Open  to  all  regardless  of  residence 

*  Reasonable  fees;  Insurance  and  VISA/MasterCard  accepted 

13  YEARS  SERVING  THE  GAY/LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 


You  can  now  get  Hepatitis-B  screening  and  vaccine. 


WARD,  RIZZO  &  LUND 
ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 

John  P.  Ward,  Cindy  Rizzo, 

David  R.  Lund,  Janice  Platner 


•  Criminal  Defense 

•  Estate  Planning 

•  Domestic  Relations 

•  Bankruptcy 


•  Real  Estate  Transactions 

•  Business  Representation 

•  Employment  Matters 

•  Discrimination 


•  General  Practice  of  Law 


483  Beacon  Street,  Suite  11  •  Boston.  M A  02115 
617-266-0760 


SOCIAL  THERAPY 
A  PROGRESSIVE 
APPROACH  TO 
INTIMACY 


Maybe  you  want  to  change 
things  but  don  t  know  how. 
CHANGE  is  what  Social 
Therapy  is  about. 

Social  Therapy  is  a  non- 
oppressive  approach  to 
coming  out  and  buiding 
relationships  in  a 
homophobic  society. 

The  Boston  Institute 
for  Social  Therapy 
and  Research 

sliding  scale  524-7710 


GayCommunity  News 

The  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Speakers  Bureau 


By  Warren  Blumenfeld 

A  few  weeks  ago  I  got  a  phone  call:  “Hi,  War¬ 
ren.  This  is  Peg  from  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Speak¬ 
ers  Bureau.  I  was  contacted  by  a  professor  at 
Harvard  to  have  a  gay  man  and  a  lesbian  come 
talk  to  his  undergraduate  sociology  class  a  week 
from  Tuesday  from  2:00  to  3:00  in  a  unit  on 
human  sexuality.  We  supplied  speakers  last  year 
for  the  courrse  and  it  turned  out  real  well.  Do  you 
think  you  might  be  interested  in  speaking?” 

“Sure,  it  sounds  fine.  Give  me  the  specifics.” 

She  told  me  the  professor’s  name  and  phone, 
the  room  number  and  building  and  the  number  of 
students  in  the  class.  Then  she  told  me  that  my 
partner  would  be  Eileen  from  the  Bureau  and 
suggested  that  I  call  her  well  in  advance  of  the 
speaking  engagement  to  work  out  the  details. 

Eileen  and  I  met  outside  the  building  for  half 
an  hour  before  we  were  due  in  the  classroom,  us¬ 
ing  this  time  to  finalize  our  strategy  and  to  simply 
let  out  our  silliness  so  we  could  purge  some  of 
our  anxiety.  We  hugged,  took  a  deep  breath, 
wished  each  other  luck  and  walked  into  the 
building. 

The  room  looked  like  any  college  classroom: 
high  windows,  green  pictureless  walls  and 
chairs  with  small  wooden  writing  tables  attach¬ 
ed.  The  students,  approximately  25  in  number, 
were  listening  to  the  professor  tell  them  that 
their  next  term  paper  (typed,  double  spaced,  no 
longer  than  12  pages)  was  due  in  two  weeks. 
Realizing  we  had  entered,  he  turned  around  and 
gave  us  each  a  firm  handshake.  He  then  intro¬ 
duced  us  and  allowed  us  to  begin. 

We  positioned  ourselves  beside  the  black¬ 
board  in  the  front  of  the  room.  I  grabbed  a  piece 


of  chalk  and  drew  a  vertical  line  dividing  the 
board  into  two  equal  parts.  I  wrote  the  words 
“MALE  HOMOSEXUAL”  on  top  of  one  side  and 
Eileen  wrote  “FEMALE  HOMOSEXUAL”  on  the 
other.  We  then  instructed  the  class  to  give  us 
terms  or  images  they  associated  with  these 
words  and  asked  them  to  tell  which  side  of  the 
board  to  place  them  on.  After  an  initial  hesita¬ 
tion,  one  male  student  in  the  back  row  called  out 
“faggot”  and  said  it  should  be  placed  on  the 
“MALE  HOMOSEXUAL”  side.  Soon  other  stu¬ 
dents  added  to  the  list  with  terms  of  their  own: 


dyke,  pansy,  queer,  queen,  lezzy,  gay,  etc.  We  let 
this  continue  for  about  five  minutes  until  the 
class  seemed  to  have  exhausted  its  imagination, 
then  Eileen  explained  to  the  students  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  this  exercise.  She  said  it  was  used  to 
break  any  tension  that  might  exist  and  to  em¬ 
phasize  that  the  students  could  feel  free  to  ask 
any  questions  they  had,  no  matter  how  ridicu¬ 
lous  or  trivial  they  felt  them  to  be. 

It  seems  to  have  worked  well  because  after 
Eileen  and  I  gave  a  short  introduction  about  our¬ 
selves  (what  we  do  for  work,  when  we  came  out, 
what  being  lesbian  or  gay  means  to  us)  the  stu¬ 
dents  were  quite  outspoken  and  asked  so  many 
questions  that  the  professor  agreed  to  allow  the 
class  to  remain  a  few  minutes  after  the  schedul¬ 


ed  class  time  had  ended.  Their  questions  includ¬ 
ed:  Is  homosexuality  natural?  What  causes  it? 
Are  you  turned  off  by  members  of  the  opposite 
sex?  Do  your  parents  know?  Do  you  want  to  have 
children?  What  can  people  who  have  the  same 
plumbing  do  in  bed?  Are  you  into  role  playing? 
Why  do  gays  hate  straight  people  going  into  their 
bars?  Do  lesbians  want  to  be  men?  How  can  you 
tell  whether  someone  is  homosexual?  Do  you 
think  you  will  always  be  this  way?  Are  you 
religious?  Do  you  have  a  lover  or  are  you  pro¬ 
miscuous?  Do  homosexual  men  like  to  dress  up 
in  women’s  clothes?  Are  most  women  athletes 
lesbians?  Do  you  worry  a  lot  about  growing  old? 

As  speakers,  Eileen  and  I  have  learned  from 
other  members  of  the  Bureau  and  through  our 
own  experience  that  a  major  function  of  a 
speaker  is  to  serve  as  a  catalyst  for  discussion 
rather  than  to  be  a  mere  walking  encyclopedia  of 
information.  For  this  reason,  we  tossed  many 
questions  back  to  the  students  for  their  input 
and  we  got  some  interesting  results.  When 
pressed  by  their  classmates,  some  students  ad¬ 
mitted  that  they  felt  extremely  uneasy  with  the 
topic  and  couldn’t  bring  themselves  to  accept 
homosexuality  while  others  told  of  the  good  rela¬ 
tionships  they  have  with  lesbian  and  gay  friends 
and  siblings.  While  we  were  there,  one  woman 
came  out.  She  raised  her  hand,  looked  around 
the  room  and  said,  “I  wasn’t  planning  to  do  this 
Continued  on  back  of  Calendar  section 
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(617)  396-7527 

REMODELING 

T.H.E.  CONTRACTORS,  INC. 
36  Pine  St. 

Chelsea,  MA  02150 
(617)  889-4347 
LITTLE  BEAR  AND 
COMPANY 
(617)  296-1770 

LANDSCAPE  DESIGN 

BEST  LANDSCAPE 
DESIGN  CO. 

53  Hawthorne  St. 

Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)  776-6377 


REAL  ESTATE 

MARK  THOMAS  CO, 

LTD 

Mark  Zimmerman 
Charles  St. 

Boston,  MA  02114 
(617)  227-2209 
RACHAEL  REALTY  CO. 
INC. 

318  Harvard  St.  #31 
The  Arcade  Building 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
277-0230 

TAX  PREPARATION 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 

WOMEN 


NEW  WORDS 
BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-5310 

WOMENCRAFTS,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  190 
373  Commercial  St. 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 

WOMEN’S  BARS 

THE  MARQUEE 
512  Mass  Ave 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
492-9545 

SOMEWHERE/ELSE 
295  Franklin  St. 

Boston,  MA 
423-7730 

‘BOOKSTORES 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  St. 

Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  542-0144 


This  guide  provides  a  listing 
of  gay/lesbian  owned,  staffed, 
or  supportive  businesses  and 
services.  To  have  your  busi¬ 
ness  or  service  listed  (for  only 
$100.00  per  year)  call  426-4469 
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The  GCN  weekly 
calendar  includes 
events  in  the  Boston 
area  of  interest  to  the 
lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity.  We  try  not  to 
leave  anything  out  but 
remember,  we  depend 
on  you  to  keep  us  in¬ 
formed.  Let  us  know 
as  early  as  possible 
what  your  group  is 
planning. 

The  deadline  is  Fri¬ 
day  noon  for  the 
following  issue.  Just 
send  the  information 
to  GCN  Calendar,  167 
Tremont  Street,  Fifth 
Floor,  Boston,  MA 
02111. 
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Notes 


Compiled  by  Michael  Bronski 


quote  of  the  week 


“America,  you  have  taste,  style  and  you 
know  a  good  drag  queen  when  you  see  one.” 

—  Boy  George  during  the  26th  annual  Gram¬ 
my  awards  on  Feb.  28. 

opera  concert 

Boston  Concert  Opera  will  be  presenting 
the  Boston  premiere  of  Donizetti’s  Anna  Bolena. 

This  little-performed  bel  Canto  masterpiece 
will  be  presented  on  Friday,  March  9,  at  8:00PM 
and  Sunday,  March  11,  at  7:30PM.  Tickets  range 
from  $8.50  to  $20.00.  Call  536-1166  for  informa¬ 
tion  and  charge  line.  Tickets  are  also  on  sale  at 
Jordan  Hall  box  office  and  Bostix. 

after  yentl .... 

The  New  Ehrlich  Theater  will  present  the 
New  England  premiere  of  Simone  Benmussa’s 
The  Singular  Life  of  Albert  Nobbs. 

Set  in  Dublin  at  the  turn  of  the  century, 
Albert  Nobbs  is  the  story  of  a  woman  who  takes 
on  a  male  identity  for  economic  security  and 
then  discovers  herself  trapped  in  her  new  role 
whenever  she  tries  to  find  love  or  companion¬ 
ship.  Presented  off-Broadway  several  years  ago, 
Albert  Nobbs  won  an  obie  for  Glenn  Close  (up  for 
an  oscar  in  The  Big  Chill  this  year)  in  the  title  role. 

The  Singular  Life  of  Albert  Nobbs  will  play 
Wednesday  through  Saturday  evening  at  8:00 
and  Sundays  at  3:00PM.  Tickets  range  from  $6.00 
to  $10.00.  Reservations  and  more  information 
can  be  obtained  by  calling  842-6316. 


Niches 

Continued  from  front  of  Calendar  section 
in  this  class,  but  I  need  to  say  for  myself  that  I  not 
only  support  these  two  speakers,  but  I  am  myself 
a  lesbian.”  She  continued  by  saying  that  it  was 
important  for  her  to  tell  others  this  at  this  junc¬ 
ture  in  her  life  so  she  can  grow  as  an  individual 
and  feel  a  part  of  a  larger  community  and  larger 
movement.  Another  student  told  her  that  he 
didn’t  understand  “why  gays  have  to  flaunt  who 
they  sleep  with  by  having  to  tell  the  whole  world” 
and  Eileen  talked  about  the  ways  in  which 
straight  people  flaunt  their  lifestyles  every  day 
without  even  realizing  it. 

Seeing  that  we  had  run  overtime,  the  professor 
cut  off  the  discussion  at  this  point  by  thanking 
us  for  a  “lively  and  informative  session”  and  pro¬ 
mised  to  call  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Speakers  Bur¬ 
eau  again  next  semester. 

We  hung  around  a  few  minutes  after  class  to 
talk  with  some  of  the  students  individually  and  to 
congratulate  the  woman  for  her  courage  in  com¬ 
ing  out  to  the  class.  Then  we  left  feeling  drained 
but  at  the  same  time  exhilarated  and  a  bit  high 
with  the  knowledge  that  even  if  the  students 
didn’t  hear  a  word  we  said,  our  mere  presence 
had  to  have  made  a  difference.  For  those  stu¬ 
dents  who  hadn’t  previously  discussed  the  topic 
seriously,  they  now  may  begin  at  least  to  think 
about  it  and  for  those  who  might  have  been  ques¬ 
tioning  their  own  sexual  identity,  Eileen  and  I 
showed  them  that  anything  is  possible.  The  day 
was  a  success. 

The  Gay  and  Lesbian  Speakers  Bureau  (GLSB) 
has  been  helping  to  provide  speakers  to  com¬ 
munity,  religious,  governmental,  media  and 
educational  organizations  since  it  was  founded 
in  February,  1972.  Originally  called  Gay  Speakers 
Bureau,  it  developed  as  an  outgrowth  of  two 
other  groups,  Daughters  of  Bilitis  and 
Homophile  Union  of  Boston,  when  representa¬ 
tives  of  these  groups  decided  to  combine  speak- 
ino  functions  into  a  single  separate  organization. 

Today  GLSB  defines  itself  as  a  “membership 
organization”  coordinated  by  its  officers,  a  steer¬ 
ing  committee  and  a  part-time  paid  staff  person. 
The  three  officers,  who  are  elected  by  the  mem¬ 
bership,  serve  one  year.  It  is  the  role  of  the  presi¬ 
dent  to  chair  the  meetings  and  conduct  the  day- 
to-day  business  of  the  group.  The  secretary 
keeps  the  minutes,  continually  updates  the  mem¬ 
bership  list  and  produces  and  distributes  the 
monthly  newsletter  which  notifies  Bureau  mem¬ 


gay  moms  on  stage 

Not  The  Marrying  Kind,  a  touching  and 
hilarious  view  of  a  gay  woman  choosing  to  have 
a  baby,  will  premiere  at  the  Spectator  Arts 
Theater,  811  Boylston  Street,  Boston  for  a  two- 
week  engagement  beginning  March  15. 

Written  and  directed  by  Carol  Young,  who 
co-produced  the  Boston  Woman’s  Theater 
Festivals  and  wrote/directed  the  musical  hit 
Pirates!,  will  play  March  15  to  17  and  22  to  24  at 
8:00PM.  There  will  be  a  special  Sunday  matinee 
at  3:00PM  on  March  18  which  will  be  free  to 
mothers-to-be  and  will  also  be  ASL  interpreted 
for  the  hearing  impaired. 


homomovies 

The  Nickelodeon  is  screening  the  Basileus 
Quartet,  a  bitter-sweet  tale  of  a  chamber  or¬ 
chestra  —  with  a  gay  member  —  who,  after  de¬ 
voting  their  lives  to  music  for  years,  must  now 
deal  with  a  new,  much  younger,  addition  who  is 
devoting  his  life  to  life  as  well  as  music. 
Although  not  specifically  concerned  with  sex¬ 
uality,  it  is  a  touching  story  of  men  who  have 
repressed  their  lives,  into  their  art,  and  how  they 
then  have  to  deal  with  their  lost  dreams  and  the 
possibilities  now  open  to  them. 

The  Harvard  Square  theater  will  be  showing 
two  lesbian  films  (or  at  least,  two  films  about  les¬ 
bians,  since  they  are  both  made  by  straight  men): 
Lianna,  on  a  double  bill  with  Return  of  the 
Secaucus  7  on  March  3,  and  Personal  Best  on 
Wednesday,  March  7.  On  March  8,  they  will  be 
showing  Last  Tango  in  Paris,  probably  one  of  the 
most  modern  sex  films  in  recent  years.  When  he 
originally  conceived  it,  director  Bertolucci  was 
planning  it  as  a  story  of  the  chance  meeting  of 
two  gay  men.  Box  office  standards  prevailed  and 
it  became  a  heterosexual  love  (?)  story. 

Sack  Theater  will  be  presenting  a  new  docu¬ 
mentary,  Burroughs,  on  March  2,  for  a  limited 
two-week  engagement.  Burroughs  touches  on 
writer  William  Burroughs  life,  writing,  friend¬ 
ships,  sex  life,  drug  use  and  most  everything  else 
you  ever  wanted  to  know  about  him. 

There  will  be  a  benefit  for  the  Boston  Film 
and  Video  Foundation  at  the  Exeter  Theater  at 
7:30PM  on  Thursday,  March  8.  BF/VF  will  be 
showing  the  New  England  premiere  of  award¬ 
winning  animator  Norman  McClaren’s  Narcissus 
McClaren,  one  of  the  most  innovative  of  contem- 


bers  of  upcoming  events  and  meetings  while  pro¬ 
viding  minutes  of  past  meetings.  The  treasurer  is 
responsible  for  keeping  financial  records  and 
receiving  and  disbursing  funds. 

Another  important  position  is  that  of 
scheduler.  This  person  matches  speaking  en¬ 
gagements  with  speakers  and  has  to  be  not  only 
a  good  organizer  but  also  has  to  be  a  juggler  of 
sorts.  A  good  sense  of  humor  doesn’t  hurt  either. 

The  Steering  Committee,  the  policy  setting 
body  of  the  Bureau,  comprises  the  officers  plus 
others  elected  by  the  membership.  They  meet 
once  a  month,  traditionally  on  the  first  Sunday 
evening,  an  hour  before  the  general  meeting,  to 
conduct  Bureay  business  and  plan  upcoming 
events.  Recently  a  basic  organizational  restruc¬ 
turing  plan  has  been  presented  which  would 
create  a  number  of  ongoing  committees,  each  re¬ 
sponsible  for  specific  duties.  If  accepted,  this 
plan  would  change  the  makeup  of  the  Steering 
Committee  to  include  officers  plus  representa¬ 
tives  of  each  committee. 

The  lesbian  and  gay  community  is  rich  and 
diverse  in  its  makeup;  this  is  the  pool  into  which 
the  Bureau  dips  for  its  volunteer  speakers.  Mem¬ 
bers  come  from  a  wide  range  of  backgrounds 
and  experiences  and  the  process  of  joining  the 
Bureau  is  rather  simple.  Those  with  an  interest 
come  to  a  general  monthly  meeting  and  some 
choose  to  participate  in  an  occasional  “training 
session,”  which  includes  a  role  playing  simu¬ 
lated  speaking  engagement.  Often  a  new  mem¬ 
ber  will  attend  an  actual  speaking  engagement 
as  an  audience  member  to  get  a  feel  for  the  situa¬ 
tion  before  particating  as  a  speaker. 

Due  in  part  to  the  proceeds  derived  from  the. 
premiere  benefit  showing  of  the  film  Pink 
Triangles,  GLSB  was  able  to  reach  its  long¬ 
standing  goal  of  hiring  a  part-time  coordinator  in 
May,  1982.  During  the  past  two  years  the  job  has 
developed  into  a  general  overseer  position  re¬ 
sponsible  for  generating  speaking  engage¬ 
ments,  grant  writing,  publicity  and  public  rela¬ 
tions.  The  position  has  been  sustained  through 
honoraria  received  from  some  of  the  speaking 
engagements  and  through  the  support  of  pro¬ 
gressive  foundations,  including  Haymarket  Peo¬ 
ple’s  Fund,  Boston-Cambridge  Ministries  for 
Higher  Education,  Resist,  Astraia  Foundation 
and  the  New  England  War  Tax  Resistance. 

These  funds  have  also  gone  into  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  Bureau  literature  including  a  brochure;  a 
periodically  updated  Selected  Bibliography 


extended  passione 

Albert  Innaurato’s  Passione,  after  getting 
good  reviews  in  GCN  and  other  Boston  papers, 
will  be  extending  its  run  at  the  Nucleo  Eclettico 
Theater,  216  Hanover  St.,  North  End,  Boston,  un¬ 
til  March  18.  Performances  are  at  8:00  on  Thurs¬ 
day  and  Friday;  at  6:30  and  9:30  on  Saturday;  at 
3:00  on  Sunday.  Tickets  are  $10.00  on  Fridays 
and  Saturday,  $8.00  on  Thursday  and  Sunday. 
Call  the  box  office,  367-8056,  or  Teletron, 
720-3434,  for  tickets. 


porary  animators  and  creators  of  live-action  film, 
is  planning  to  attend  the  benefit,  which  will  also 


feature  seven  of  his  other  films  in  their  original 
35mm  format.  Tickets  are  $5.00.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  call  536-1540. 


listing  readily  available  books,  periodicals,  and 
other  resources  on  lesbian  and  gay  lifestyles  and 
issues;  and  the  introductory  pamphlet  Some 
Things  You  Should  Know  About  Being  Gay. 

Occasionally  a  local  organization  will  produce 
something  of  a  truly  ground-breaking  nature 
which  has  national  relevance.  The  newly  created 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Speakers  Bureau  Manual  most 
certainly  falls  into  this  category.  Almost  six 
years  in  the  research  and  development  stage, 
this  71-page  manual  offers  a  wealth  of  valuable 
information  and  can  be  used  by  any  organization 
or  individual  doing  public  speaking  around  the 
issues  of  lesbian  and  gay  lifestyles.  Produced  by 
GLSB  members,  it  includes  a  short  history,  by¬ 
laws  and  an  explanation  of  the  operating  struc¬ 
ture  of  the  Bureau;  points  on  how  to  set  up  and 
conduct  speaking  engagements  and  the  training 
of  speakers;  typically  asked  questions  and  sug¬ 
gested  responses;  and  an  analysis  of  the  pro¬ 
cess  of  group  communication.  In  the  appendix 
there  are  anecdotal  accounts  of  past  speaking 
engagements  and  samples  for  forms  and  ques¬ 
tionnaires  the  Bureau  has  found  helpful  for 
evaluating  and  following  up  engagements. 

With  the  Manual  project  off  the  ground,  GLSB 
members  are  setting  their  sights  on  other  ongo¬ 
ing  and  long-range  goals.  Through  their  affir¬ 
mative  action  program,  efforts  are  underway  to 
increase  the  diversity  of  speakers  to  include 
more  people  of  color  and  to  insure  greater  age 
and  ethnic  diversity.  Also,  as  in  years  past,  an 
ongoing  attempt  is  being  made  to  generate  a 
greater  number  of  speaking  engagements  com¬ 
ing  into  the  Bureau. 

Realizing  that  it  cannot  survive  financially 
solely  on  revenues  derived  from  speaking  en¬ 
gagements,  other  fundraising  plans  are  under¬ 
way.  Included  are  foundation  proposals,  benefits 
and  a  drive  to  distribute  the  Manual.  Tax-exempt 
status  forms  have  been  submitted  and  a  deci¬ 
sion  is  pending. 

Steering  Committee  members  encourage  the 
community  to  support  the  Bureau  by  helping  to 
generate  speaking  engagements,  by  volunteer¬ 
ing  time,  and  by  attending  future  fundraising 
benefits.  Only  with  your  aid  can  the  Bureau  truly 
live  up  to  its  motto:  “Speaking  For  Our  Lives.” 

For  information  on  how  to  obtain  GLSB 
literature,  including  the  Manual,  or  to  set  up  a 
speaking  engagement,  write  to  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Speakers  Bureau  of  Boston,  PO  Box  2232, 
Boston,  MA  02107  or  phone  (617)  354-0133. 
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An  Alternative  Voice: 
Sonia  Johnson,  Candidate 


Bv  Jo  Schneiderman 

Sonia  Johnson,  a  47-year-old 
divorced  mother  of  four,  first 
gained  national  attention  in  1978 
when  she  was  excommunicated 
from  the  Mormon  church  for  her 
ardent  support  of  the  ERA.  Later, 
she  was  one  of  37  women  in  Chi¬ 
cago  who  went  on  a  hunger  strike 
to  dramatize  their  concern  that  the 
ERA  be  passed. 

Now  Johnson  is  a  Citizen’s  Par¬ 
ty  candidate  for  president,  running 
on  a  feminist  platform. 

Speaking  rapidly  in  the  living 
room  of  a  Cambridge  house  that  is 
buzzing  with  meetings  and  pre¬ 
parations  for  a  rally  later  that 
evening,  Johnson  outlines  her  be¬ 
liefs.  “We  must  make  it  clear,” 
she  writes  in  her  campaign  an¬ 
nouncement,  “that  the  oppression 
of  women  lies  at  the  core  of  our 
present  dilemma;  that  it  is  the 
archetypal  oppression  upon  which 
all  other  oppressions ..  .are 
modelled.” 

Johnson  chose  to  run  for  presi¬ 
dent  after  speaking  before  the 
Citizen’s  Party  National  Conven¬ 
tion  in  September,  1983.  Judith 
Enck,  her  campaign  manager,  ex¬ 
plains  that  although  Johnson  made 
a  stirring  feminist  speech  at  the 
convention,  she  did  not  decide  to 
run  until  receiving  calls  and  letters 
from  women  who  felt  it  was  time 
for  a  feminist  voice  to  be  heard 
amid  the  male-dominated  presi-  3 
dential  campaign. 

Realistically,  Enck  admits,  an 
alternative  party  candidate  has  no 
chance  of  actually  being  elected. 
The  Citizen’s  Party’s  rationale, 
she  says,  in  participating  in  the 
presidential  elections,  is  that  now 
is  the  time  that  people  are  willing 
to  listen  to  politics.  Election  time  is 
ripe  for  educating  voters  and  pre¬ 


senting  an  alternative  voice,  she 
says. 

Johnson’s  voice  is  ringing  loud 
and  clear.  “People  say  to  me, 
‘You  don’t  really  want  to  be  presi¬ 
dent,’  ”  she  quips,  “but  I  do. 
Think  of  the  power  of  the  office.” 
If  Johnson  were  elected  she  says 
she  would  use  that  power  to 
“bring  a  model  of  a  different  way 
of  solving  problems. ...  I  would 
talk  about  the  power  of  the  presi¬ 
dency,  I  would  make  it  very 
overt.” 

Turning  swords  into  plough¬ 
shares  would  be  Johnson’s  first 
order  of  business.  She  plans  to 
overturn  the  war  research  by  scien¬ 
tists  and  engineers  on  which  the 
nation  is  now  spending  enormous 
resources,  and  direct  them  to 
spend  that  money  on  peace  re¬ 
search,  to  root  out  the  sources  of 
violence  in  our  society  and  to 
transform  the  US  into  a  peaceful 
nation.  “I  would  make  [peace  con¬ 
version]  a  national  priority,” 
Johnson  comments.  “What  the  US 
makes  a  priority,  turns  out  to  be  a 
priority  [for  the  world].” 

Once  she  had  begun  to  convert 
war  industry  to  peace  industry, 
Johnson  would  then  “begin 
demilitarizing  the  US  and  the 
planet”  by  withdrawing  all  US 
troops,  military  advisors  and 
trainers  from  all  countries,  where 
now,  she  says,  they  support 
repressive  regimes  in  order  to 
satisfy  the  needs  of  multi-national 
corporations. 

“I  would  make  it  clear  that  why 
I’m  doing  this,”  Johnson  con¬ 
tinues,  “is  that  the  social  order  has 
to  be  based  on  the  quality  of  peo¬ 


ple’s  lives,  rather  than  profit.” 

As  a  temporary  measure,  John¬ 
son  would  “restore  all  the  social 
programs  that  have  been  cut.”  “I 
would  make  it  socially  unaccep¬ 
table,”  she  prophesies,  “to  beat 
children  and  women.”  Using  the 
president’s  power  in  the  media, 
Johnson  would  present  com¬ 


batting  violence  against  women 
and  children  as  a  “National 
Massive  Crisis  program.” 

Johnson  views  homophobia  as 
one  of  the  manifestations  of 
violence  in  our  society.  “All 
bigotry  is  violence,”  she  says.  One 


of  Johnson’s  plans  to  eradicate 
homophobia  would  be  through 
presidential  appointments.  “The 
president  has  3000  appointments 
to  make,”  she  notes.  Johnson 
would  appoint  lesbians  and  gays  to 
high  offices,  provide  media  access 
and  encourage  lesbians  and  gays  to 
bring  suits  against  discrimination 
on  the  local  and  state  level  by  pro¬ 
viding  funds.  Presidential  support 
of  such  suits,  Johnson  predicts, 
would  lay  the  groundwork  for  leg¬ 
islative  reform  and  eventually  a 
constitutional  amendment  pro¬ 
hibiting  discrimination  based  on 
sexual  preference. 

Lesbians  who  have  been  active 
in  confronting  militarism  have 
won  Johnson’s  respect.  “I  see  in 
the  women’s  movement,  why  les¬ 
bians  are  the  backbone. ..  .They 
have  two  oppressions  and  are 
much  more  connected  to  women.” 
Johnson  perceives  that  “lesbians 


have  to  be  more  politically  acute 
—  so  much  more  than  women  who 
are  living  heterosexual  lives.” 
Johnson  expects  “the  more  op¬ 
pressed  to  rise  with  more  vigor.” 
“The  more  radical  they  are,”  she 
notes,  “the  more  all-encom¬ 
passing  their  issues  are.” 

In  addition  to  including  out  les¬ 
bians  and  gays  in  her  White  House 
staff  and  providing  presidential 
support  for  living  openly,  Johnson 
would  direct  funds  towards  AIDS 
research.  “I  am  ashamed,”  she 
laments,  “of  the  way  we,  as  a  na¬ 
tion,  have  dealt  with  this  horrible 
problem:  that  people  are  willing  to 
see  how  serious  AIDS  is  only  if  it 
spreads  out  of  the  gay 
community.” 

Johnson  is  currently  the  only 
Citizen’s  Party  candidate  for 
president,  although  Enck  explains 
that  the  Citizen’s  Party  is  still  go¬ 
ing  through  a  primary  process. 
Johnson  is  supported  both  by  the 
Citizen’s  Party  and  by  an  indepen¬ 


dent  organization  called  “Women 
for  Sonia.” 

Johnson  recently  won  an  impor¬ 
tant  electoral  victory  by  being  the 
first  third-party  candidate  to 
qualify  for  matching  funds.  If  she 
can  get  her  name  on  the  ballot  in 
20  states  and  raise  $100,000,  then 
the  government  has  agreed  to 
match  that  money. 

Citizen’s  Party  and  Women  for 
Sonia  volunteers  are  currently  in¬ 
volved  in  fundraising  and  in  collec¬ 
ting  the  necessary  signatures  to 
place  her  name  on  the  ballot  in  40 
states.  People  interested  in  work¬ 
ing  on  her  campaign,  or  in  learning 
more  about  her,  can  call  Peter 
White,  Massachusetts  Citizen’s 
Party  organizer,  at  (617)524-0541, 
or  Women  for  Sonia  at  (617) 
776-5662.  Outside  of  Massachu¬ 
setts,  people  can  call  Judith  Enck 
at  (703)  553-91 14  or  Wendy  Adler 
at  (202)  659-8878. 


‘I  see  in  the  women’s  movement 
why  lesbians  are  the  backbone .... 
They  have  two  oppressions  and  are 
much  more  connected  to  women.’ 


‘I  am  ashamed  of  the  way  we,  as  a 
nation,  have  dealt  with  this  horrible 
problem:  that  people  are  willing  to 
see  how  serious  AIDS  is  only  if  it 
spreads  out  of  the  gay  community.’ 


140  Harvard  Ave.,  Allston  787-0421 


I 

I  Less  Than  Do-It-Yourself  Prices 
•  FRAMING  •  GRAPHICS 

30% 


Second  Location!  % 


oil  with  this  ad 


731-5555 

MC/VISA 


CHATEAU  DES  ARTS 


Open  10-7:30  six  days 


Morie 

DeVincentis 

6  P.  Blair 
Johnson 


are  newly  located  in  Harvard  Square  to  better  serve 
our  diverse  community  in  utilizing  the  positive  resources 
within.  We  offer  hypnosis  as  o  proven  olternotive  to 
achieve  bosic  life  goals.  End  smoking,  control  stress, 
lose  weight,  focilitote  learning  abilities.. . 
become  the  best  you  con  bel 

Cambridge  354-6073  »  N.  Weymouth  335-6959 

In  association  with  C.A.L.M..  Inc. 


We  Won't  Use 
A  Hard  Sell . . . 


. .  .but  GCN  wants  to  remind  its  readers  that  gay 
men  are  at  particular  risk  of  contracting  hepatitis 
B,  a  liver  infection  which  kills  5000  people  each 
year.  That’s  five  times  as  many  fatalities  each 
year  as  have  ever  been  caused  by  AIDS.  As  of 
yet,  there  is  no  specific  preventative  or  cure  for 
AIDS.  But  we  do  have  a  vaccine  for  hepatitis  B. 

If  you  have  already  had  hepatitis  B,  you  may  not 
need  the  vaccine.  It’s  even  possible  that  you  may 
have  contracted  a  mild  form  of  the  disease  with¬ 
out  knowing  it.  A  simple  and  relatively  inexpen¬ 
sive  screening  can  determine  whether  you  already 
have  the  hepatitis  B  antibody,  or  if  you  should 
consider  getting  the  vaccine.  So  visit  your  doctor, 
your  local  gay  clinic,  or  a  community  health 
center  and  ask  about  the  hepatitis  B  screening 
and  vaccine.  And  if  you  can,  consider  making  a 
donation  so  that  those  who  can’t  afford  the  ex¬ 
pensive  treatment  can  stay  healthy  too. 

In  Boston,  the  hepatitis  B  screening  and  vaccine 
is  available  from  the  Fenway  Community  Health 
Center,  which  maintains  a  fund  to  provide  grants 
and  loans  to  those  who  cannot  afford  the  vac¬ 
cine.  For  more  information,  or  to  make  a  contri¬ 
bution  to  the  fund,  call  the  Fenway  Community 
Health  Center  at  (617)  267-7573. 
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Active,  Goal-oriented 

Therapy  for  Depression 

Serving  the  community  since  1976. 

We  develop  an  individual  program  of  therapy,  explain  it  to  you  in  detail, 
and  then  encourage  you  to  evaluate  your  own  progress  toward  specific 
goals. 

Our  licensed  staff  consists  of  psychologists,  social  workers,  and 
psychiatrists.  For  information  call  262-9116. 

Information-Evaluation-Referral  Service 

Insurance  accepted. 


behoyior 

associates 


45  Newbury  Street.  Boston 
Near  the  Arlington  Street  MBTA 


Specializing  in  short-term,  problem-focused  therapy 


Partly  Gay  Owned  &  Operated 
20%  Discount  on 
Imported  Wine 
with  this  ad 

UNION  SQUARE 
BEVERAGE 

BEER-WINE-LIQUOR-GIFTS 
LOTTERY  TILL  9:45  PM 

A  Neighborhood  Store 

Open  For  Your  Convenience 
9  AM  to  11  PM 

We  Deliver 

64-65  UNION  SQUARE 

(next  to  Police  Station) 

SOMERVILLE  Tel.  623-9044 


tri*an*ta*fiMou \,  tre-an-ta-’fe-luXw  1:  attorney  at  law 
2:  traditional  lawyering  for  the  non-traditional  family 
3:  DIVORCE,  CONTRACTS,  WILLS,  REAL  ESTATE, 
BUSINESS  PROBLEMS,  PERSONAL  INJURY,  WORKER’S 
COMPENSATION,  MEDIATION,  NON-PROFIT 
ORGANIZATIONS,  TAXES,  CRIMINAL  &  CIVIL  LITIGATION, 
syn  see  katherine  triantafillou,  14  beacon  street, 
boston,  massachusetts,  02108,  (617)  723-6327 


healthy  teeth  ... 

they’re  a  team  effort . 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DOS 
Paul  0.  Groipen,  DDS 
1259  Hyde  Park  Avenue 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
617  364-5500 
Mon. -Sat.  &  evenings 


For  two  years,  GCN’s  Sustainer  Pro¬ 
gram  has  provided  the  financial  boost 
necessary  for  growth  and  change  in  the 
paper.  The  first  Sustainer  Campaign  in 
1982  underwrote  a  staff  salary  raise. 
The  1983  Campaign  helped 
us  to  expand  GCN  from 
16  pages  to  20  pages 
each  week. 

The  support  GCN  re¬ 
ceives  from  its  Sustain¬ 
ed  makes  the  differ¬ 
ence  between  bare  sur¬ 
vival  and  growth.  This 
year,  plans  are  under¬ 
way  to  computerize 
GCN.  Currently,  sever¬ 
al  hardy  volunteers 
spend  late  night  hours 
entering  our  mailing  list 
into  an  antique  PDP  11  hidden  away  in 
distant  Quincy.  We  pay  over  $3,000.00 
each  year  just  to  rent  time  on  it!  Our 
Marketing  Department  scratches  pen¬ 
cil  to  paper,  trying  to  figure  out  who  re¬ 
news  their  subscription  and  when;  bill¬ 
ing  our  advertisers  takes  even  more 


time,  not  to  mention  that  trying  to  reme¬ 
dy  subscription  problems  is  a  nightmare 
You  can  help  us  change  all  that.  Our 
Sustainer  goal  for  this  year  is  $10,000; 
enough  to  buy  the  right  computer,  soft¬ 
ware,  service  contract  and  cover  the 
costs  of  the  conversion. 
All  that’s  needed  for  you  to  be¬ 
come  a  GCN  Sustainer  is  your 
pledge  to  contribute  $30.  each 
quarter  in  1984.  We’ll  send 
you  our  quarterly  Insider 
newsletter,  a  one  year  sub¬ 
scription  to  GCN,  two  intro¬ 
ductory  gift  subs  to  give 
to  your  boss,  relatives,  _ 
long-lost  ex-lovers  or  f 
new-found  friends,  and  | 
as  a  special  treat,  an  invitation  f 
to  the  Annual  Sustainer  Dinner  Party  in  | 
December.  Use  the  form  below  and  help  | 
bring  GCN  into  the  computer  age.  f 

SUSTAIN  US! 


I  WANT  TO  SUSTAIN  GCN  FOR  1984! 

We/I  pledge  to  make  quarterly  contributions  of: 

□  $  30  ($120  annually) 

□  $  50  ($200  annually) 

□  $100  ($400  annually) 

□  $ _ 

Enclosed  is  my  first  contribution  of  $ _ 

Name  _________ _ 

Address _ 

City/ State/Zip _ 

Please  mail  to  GCN  Sustainers,  167  Tremont  St.,  Boston.  MA  02111 


Eager  to  Enjoy 


By  John  Hiller 

Most  people  get  to  come  out 
once.  I  feel  that  I  have  come  out 
three  times.  Ever  since  I  was  in  my 
early  teen-years  1  knew  that  1  was 
gay.  I  thought  and  dreamed  about 
boys.  My  family  were  strict  Bap¬ 
tists  and  I  grew  up  in  the  midwest. 
Because  1  did  well  in  school  it  was 
taken  for  granted  that  I  would  go 
to  college  and  become  a  minister. 

Coming 

Out 


After  high  school  I  did.  Although  I 
knew  that  I  was  attracted  to  boys 
and  men  1  had  done  nothing  about 
it.  1  thought  that  at  school  it  would 
all  be  put  behind  me. 

It  wasn’t.  For  the  first  time 
away  from  my  parents  I  discovered 
other  boys  and  men  who  were  also 
interested.  In  me.  I  stayed  at 
school  for  a  year  and  a  half,  long 
enough  to  know  what  I  really 
wanted.  And  enjoying  myself  too. 
While  I  was  at  school  I  discovered 
fantasies  that  I  had  always  kept 


were  not  sincere.  I  do  not  mean 
that  they  would  not  call  me  after  I 
had  given  them  my  phone  number. 
I  mean  that  they  would  not  do 
what  they  promised  back  at  the 
bar.  Time  and  again  this  would 
happen  to  me. 

Some  of  them  were  liars.  Like 
the  ones  who  would  promise  to  do 
all  number  of  things  and  then 
when  you  got  home  wanted  only  to 
lie  in  bed  and  cuddle. 

Some  of  them  were  frauds.  Like 
the  one  who  told  me  that  he  was 
the  heaviest  top  in  Boston.  He 
took  me  home  and  showed  me  his 
living  room  walls  spattered  with 
blood .  He  said  he  was  a  doctor  and 
said  that  I  had  nothing  to  worry 
about.  And  in  ten  minutes  he 
wanted  me  to  fuck  him  with 
dildos.  I  went  home,  as  I  would 
rather  cuddle. 

Some  of  them  were  power  hun¬ 
gry.  They  only  wanted  to  bring 
someone  home  and  order  them, 
around.  They  couldn’t  care  less 
about  doing  things  to  me  or  touch¬ 
ing  me.  They  would  do  well  to  get 
jobs  as  conductors  on  trains  and 
tell  people  where  to  get  off  and  on. 

I  had  come  out  but  I  was  not 


I  was  into  S  and  M.  Once  I  under¬ 
stood  this  I  was  even  more  eager  to 
enjoy  the  torments  of  earth,  and  not 
just  in  my  fantasies  either. 


away  from  myself.  They  usually 
involved  atoning  for  my  sins  and 
showing  Christ  that  I  was  really 
sorry  and  would  rather  suffer  tor¬ 
ment  on  earth  than  the  torments  of 
hell. 

After  my  first  coming  out  I  read 
some  books  and  discovered  that 
my  fantasies  had  a  name.  I  was  in¬ 
to  S  and  M.  Once  I  understood  this 
I  was  even  more  eager  to  enjoy  the 
torments  of  earth,  and  not  just  in 
my  fantasies  either.  I  decided  that 
I  had  to  leave  school  and  make  my 
way  in  the  world;  I  moved  to 
Boston.  It  seemed  to  be  a  small  city 
and  I  had  never  been  any  place  big¬ 
ger  than  Cleveland.  I  hoped  to  find 
a  new  life  there.  This  meant  to  me 
more  sex  with  men  and  being  able 
to  act  out  on  my  fantasies.  Which 
even  though  many  books  told  me 
were  not  good  I  knew  was  what  I 
wanted  and  would  be  good  for  me. 

This  was  the  second  time  that  I 
got  to  come  out. 

I  moved  to  Boston  and  stayed 
with  an  old  friend  from  high 
school  until  I  found  a  job  and  got 
my  own  place.  I  was  soon  working 
and  managing  to  go  out  to  bars 
and  meet  people  who  I  wanted  and 
who  wanted  me.  This  was  how  I 
had  always  hoped  it  would  be.  I 
was  also  meeting  people  who  had 
the  same  fantasies  that  I  did.  I 
thought  that  I  was  in  heaven  while 
suffering  the  torments  of  hell  here 
on  earth. 

But  I  was  soon  disillusioned. 
Many  of  the  men  that  I  have  met 

Malden 

Continued from  page  1 

the  fact  that  the  Supreme  Court 
hasn’t  recognized  you  has  no  bear¬ 
ing  whatever.” 

Because  Massachusetts  law 
would  require  the  granting  of  a 
home  rule  petition  by  the  state 
legislature,  the  Human  Rights 
Commission  has  no  direct  enforce¬ 
ment  powers,  but  is  meant  to  serve 
more  as  a  source  of  education  and 
mediation.  In  addition,  the  com¬ 
mission  may  recommend  cases  for 
enforcement  to  state  agencies  such 
as  the  Massachusetts  Commission 
Against  Discrimination  (MCAD). 
Until  the  legislature  passes  a  state¬ 
wide  lesbian  and  gay  rights  bill, 
however,  the  MCAD  is  powerless 
to  consider  cases  of  discrimination 


happy. 

That  was  six  months  ago.  Since 
that  time  I  have  met  some  new 
friends  and  have  become  more 
comfortable  in  Boston.  Through 
my  friends  I  have  met  some  other 
people  who  are  interested  in  the 
same  things  that  I  am.  We  talk 
about  these  things  first  and  I  am 
always  sure  of  having  a  good  time 
when  we  finally  go  home.  I  trust 
these  people  and  they  like  and  trust 
me.  We  both  enjoy  our  bodies  and 
help  one  another  enjoy. 

This  I  think  is  the  third  time  that 
I  have  come  out. 

Maybe  you  have  to  come  out 
three  times:  once  to  know  who  you 
are;  once  to  know  what  you  really 
want  to  do;  and  once  again  when 
you  are  able  to  find  people  who 
you  enjoy  doing  it  with.  ^ 

I  would  just  like  to  tell  people 
that  although  it  has  only  been  less 
than  a  year,  many  times  I  was  not 
sure  that  I  had  made  the  right 
move  by  leaving  my  family  and 
school  It  was  hard  and  I  was  un¬ 
sure. 

But  now  I  am  sure.  You  have  to 
do  what  you  know  you  have  to  do. 
I  only  hope  that  everyone  is  as 
lucky  as  I  am  in  being  able  to  find 
what  that  is  and  to  find  people  that 
I  like  and  trust. 

I  want  to  thank  Gay  Communi¬ 
ty  News  for  letting  me  say  this  in 
the  paper  and  I  hope  that  it  will 
help  someone  who  has  just  moved 
to  Boston  or  anywhere  else  to  get  to 
know  themselves  and  feel  happy. 


on  the  basis  of  sexual  preference. 

‘‘A  major  part  of  this  commis¬ 
sion  will  be  of  a  preventative 
nature,”  says  Councillor  Ander¬ 
son,  “to  make  a  strong  statement 
that  this  city  does  not  condone  dis¬ 
crimination.  The  city  needs  to 
make  the  strong  statement  that 
this  kind  of  thing  is  not  acceptable 
in  Malden.” 

Appointments  to  the  Commis¬ 
sion,  which  will  be  made  by  the 
mayor  with  the  advice  of  the  Ad¬ 
visory  Council  and  the  confirma¬ 
tion  of  the  city  council,  are  now 
under  consideration.  Nomina¬ 
tions,  according  to  the  mayor’s  of¬ 
fice,  are  being  coordinated  by  the 
Rev.  Louis  Sibley  of  Emmanuel 
Baptist  Church. 
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In  a  scene  from  Big  River  are  (left  to  right)  Thomas  Derrah  as  Tom  Sawyer,  Ben  Halley  Jr.  as  Jim  and  Robert 
Joy  as  Huek  Finn. 


Homosexual  Undercurrents 


INDIVIDUAL/GROUP/COUPLE 
•  GAY-SENSITIVE  THERAPY 


*  °  COPLEY  SQUARE  -  BOSTON.  MA 
617-266-2240  _ 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


MGay  &  Lesbian  Ct 
gf  Services 


Counseling 


Formerly  the  Homophile  Community  Health  Service 
A  licensed  mental  health  clinic  serving  gay  men 
and  lesbian  women  since  1971 
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DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 


45  Williams  Street 
Wellesley  Mass  02)81 
235  8500 


Orleans  Shopping  P'aza 
E  Orleans  Mass  02643 
25f -260C 


Big  River:  The  Adventures  of 
Huckleberry  Finn.  Music  and 
lyrics  by  Roger  Miller.  Book  by 
William  Hauptman.  Directed  by 
Des  McAnuff.  With  Robert  Joy, 
Ben  Halley,  Jr.,  Jeremy  Geidt, 
Karen  McDonald.  A t  the  ART,  at 
the  Loeb  in  Harvard  Square. 
Through  March  25.  In  repertory. 
Call  547-8300  for  dates  and  ticket 
prices  and  information. 

By  Michael  Bronski 

It  might  sound  like  a  stupid 
cliche,  but  Mark  Twain’s 
Huckleberry  Finn  is  one  of  those 
books  which  are  so  great,  so 
layered,  that  they  can  mean  any 
number  of  things  to  any  number  of 
people.  For  years  relegated  to  the 


there  has  been  increasing  currency 
to  the  idea  of  a  strong  homoerotic 
subtext  to  Huck  Finn.  Fiedler 
argues  that  the  images  of  the 
renegade  boy  and  the  disenfran¬ 
chised  black  man  running  away 
were  at  the  core  of  American  cul¬ 
tural  notions  of  responsibility  and 
maturity.  It  is  not  just  this  homo¬ 
sexual  undercurrent  which  moti¬ 
vates  the  book,  but  Twain’s  very 
understanding  of  how  sex  is  re¬ 
flected  and  refracted  by  the  social¬ 
ly  enforced  gender  roles.  All  this 
abstraction  comes  down  to  the  fact 
that  the  main  thrust  of  the  play  is 
about  running  away  from  white 
supremacy  and,  what  Christopher 
Isherwood  rather  charmingly  calls 
the  heterosexual  dictatorship.  The 
more  traditionally  psychoanalytic 


It  is  not  just  this  homosexual  under¬ 
current  which  motivates  the  book, 
but  Twain’s  very  understanding  of 
how  sex  is  reflected  and  refracted  by 
the  socially  enforced  gender  roles. 


category  of  “books  for  children,” 
Huckelberry  Finn  has  managed  to 
survive  the  slings  and  arrows  of 
wrong-headed  criticism  since  its 
publication  just  100  years  ago  and 
has  still  managed,  more  or  less  in¬ 
tact,  to  make  it  to  the  stage  of  the 
Loeb.  Big  River,  Huck  Finn  in  its 
newest  incarnation,  is  a  wonder¬ 
fully  pleasant  and  beautifully 
mounted  show.  Much  of  it  looks 
and  feels  like  the  memories  of  that 
hazy  first  reading  of  the  novel.  But 
for  all  of  its  charm  and  theatrical 
good-sense,  there  is  something 
missing. 

Let’s  First  back  up  a  bit. 
Huckleberry  Finn,  clothed  in  the 
sheepskin  of  a  boy’s  adventure 
story,  is  a  pretty  scathing  attack  on 
human  nature,  and  a  very  astute 
commentary  on  how  American 
culture  (not  changed  all  that  much 
in  the  past  100  years)  functions 
and  dysfunctions,  with  specifics 
about  gender  roles  and  expecta¬ 
tions.  Everyone  knows  the  story: 
Huck  leaves  his  small  town  to 
escape  being  “civilized”  by  the 
Widow  Douglas.  He  wants  to  ride 
the  river  in  a  raft  and  be  free.  He 
tales  up  with  Jim,  a  runaway  slave, 
and  the  two  of  them  encounter 
hucksters,  rubes,  victims  and 
generally  disagreeable  people  as 
they  sail  along  the  river.  Finally, 
through  a  series  of  coincidences, 
they  manage  to  gain  their  own 
freedoms:  Jim’s  from  slavery  and 
Huck’s  from  the  “civilization”  of 
town  life. 

Ever  since  critic  Leslie  Fiedler’s 
essay  "Come  Back  to  the  Raft 
Ag’in,  Huck  Honey”  in  the  1950s, 


critics  have  always  seen  this  as  a 
flight  from  responsibility  (i.e., 
marriage  and  children)  and  bad. 
But  Twain’s  novel  casts  it  in  a  bet¬ 
ter  light.  It  is  only  by  running  away 
that  Huck  can  finally  come  to  his 
own  moral  decision  to  help  Jim 
escape  and  become  a  free  man;  he 
declares,  most  shockingly  to  19th 
century  readers,  that  he  would 
rather  go  to  hell  than  betray  a 
friend.  (A  remark  echoed  later  on 
by  E.M.  Forster  when  he  wrote 
that  if  he  had  to  choose  between 
friendship  and  country  he  hoped 
he’d  have  the  guts  to  choose  his 
friend.) 

There’s  a  lot  more  going  on  in 
Huckleberry  Finn  than  is  taught  in 
junior  high  school.  The  claim  that 
it  is  a  children’s  book  has  usually 
been  an  attempt  to  hide  the  more 
savage  or  complicated  aspects  of 
it.  Big  River  is  a  leisurely,  story- 
theater  retelling,  sort  of  an  Ameri¬ 
can  Nicholas  Nickleby,  which 
doesn’t  leave  anything  out.  All  of 
the  episodes  are  there,  flowing 
before  us  like  the  Mississippi  car¬ 
rying  Huck  and  Jim  on  a  raft. 
Playwright  Hauptman  has  chosen 
to  keep  the  narration  clean  and  to 
offer  the  plot  with  little  or  no  inter¬ 
pretation.  He  relies  a  bit  on  the 
assumption  that  Huck  Finn  is  just  a 
children’s  book,  that  is,  a  story 
without  very  serious  implications, 
and  played  flatly  it  does  seem  so. 
Much  of  Twain’s  more  savage 
detail  is  left  out  —  the  Granger- 
ford/Shepherdson  feud  is  present¬ 
ed  as  idiosyncratic  rather  than 
almost  psychotic  as  in  the  original 
portrayal  —  but  the  accumulation 


of  social  horror  after  social  in¬ 
justice  cannot  be  escaped.  The 
world  that  Huck  and  Jim  are  run¬ 
ning  away  from  is  horrible.  Wom¬ 
en  are  either  cast  in  the  roles  of 
repressive  “civilizers”  or  as  vic¬ 
tims;  men  are  killers,  thieves  or 
idiots. 

Hauptman’s  story-theater  nar¬ 
rative  technique  might  let  the 
character  of  Huck  comment  upon 
the  action  a  little  more  than  he 
does.  But  Hauptman  has  opted  for 
a  scene-by-scene  depiction  rather 
than  a  cumulative  amassing  of  the 
undercurrent  of  life  along  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi.  The  music  and  lyrics  by 
Roger  Miller  are  perfectly  suited  to 
the  pastoral  tone  of  much  of  the 
play  —  they  reinforce  the  joys  of 
escape,  but  do  not  do  much  for  ex¬ 
plicating  the  horrors  of  what  is  be¬ 
ing  run  away  from. 

No  single  interpretation  of 
Huck  Finn  is  going  to  be  the  right 
one.  And  there  have  been  several 
stage  and  film  versions  which  com¬ 
pletely  sanitize  the  tone  and  con¬ 
tent  of  the  novel.  The  odd  thing 
here  is  that  Hauptman  keeps  most 
of  Twain’s  story  but  seems  to  re¬ 
fuse  to  let  it  reach  its  own  logical 
conclusions.  The  most  moving 
parts  of  the  show  are  of  Huck  and 
Jim  on  their  raft  singing  about 
their  life  of  freedom  —  without 
any  sexual  sub-text  whatsoever, 
but  that  would  be  asking  for  too 
much  —  and  this  does  conjur  up  a 
very  American  idyll:  open  space 
and  unlimited  freedom.  But  time 
and  again  this  poetic  reverie  is  in¬ 
terrupted  by  the  horrors  of  civili¬ 
zation  —  murder,  fraud,  chican¬ 
ery,  intolerance  —  and  the  play 
seems  not  to  want  to  deal  with  the 
broader  implications  of  any  of 
these. 

The  theme  of  freedom  has  al¬ 
ways  been  appealing  in  both 
American  literature  and  theater. 
In  the  early  1950s,  Kurt  Weill  and 
Maxwell  Anderson  were  planning 
to  do  a  musical  of  Huck  Finn  and 
to  judge  their  collaboration  in 
Lost  in  the  Stars,  an  adaptation  of 
Alan  Paton’s  Cry  the  Beloved 
Country,  they  would  have  been  a 
little  more  aware  of  the  dialectic 
between  the  quest  for  freedom, 
sexual  or  otherwise,  and  the  harsh 
realities  of  civilizations. 

Big  River  is  an  enjoyable,  well 
crafted,  lovingly  produced  version 
of  Huck  Finn.  It  gives  us  all  the 
good  feelings  without  much  of  the 
angst  or  complications.  Their 
choices  in  distilling  from  the 
Twain  novel  were  shrewd.  The 
writing  and  directorial  talent  are 
more  than  apparent.  It  just  feels  as 
though  they  have  bitten  off  less 
than  they  could  chew.  If  they  had 
decided  on  a  little  more,  the  play 
might  have  had  some  pungency 
and  bite  as  well  as  the  sweet  taste 
of  freedom. 


Call  Toll  Free  1-800-352-3185 


SOUTHERN  JAMAICA  PLAIN 
HEALTH  CENTER 

affiliated  with  the  Brigham  &  Women's  Hospital 

•  Adult  Medicine  •  Pediatrics 

•  Obstetrics  &  Gynecology  •  Nutrition/WIC  Program 

•  Podiatry  •  Mental  Health 

•  Family  Alcoholism  Program 

Evening  hours,  convenient  to  public  trans. 

Sliding  scale  available,  all  health  insur.  accepted. 
Spanish  spoken. 

687  Centre  St.,  Jamaica  Plain  —  522-5900 


Relationships  Can  Be  Confusing 
when  intimacy  frightens  you. .  .when  you're  not 
sure  if  you're  in  love. .  .when  you're  afraid  of 
getting  hurt. 

Help  is  available. 


MERRIMACK  VALLEY  COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
211  Broadway 

Methuen,  MA  01844  tel.  687-4383 


offices  in  Methuen  and  Boston 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute 
and  Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational  stress  and 
nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


XANADU 


•  Phototypesetting  GRAPHICS 

•  Visual  Display  Terminals  with  floppy  disk  memory 

•  Layout  and  Design  Service  and  Consultation 

•  Camera  Ready  Mechanical 

1 43  Albany  Street,  Cambridge  661  -6975 
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Classifieds 

PERSONALS _ 

MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
Maybe  we'll  get  it 
together  next  week 
but  whatever  “it"  is 
still  plays  hide  and  seek. 

I  lose  my  gloves 
misplace  my  coat 
My  hat  sprouts  wings 
and  gets  my  goat. 

I  spend  long  hours 
doing  dishes 
and  making  impossible 
fantasy  wishes. 

And  maybe  a  trembling 
wish  or  two 

will  actually  happen. .  . 
like  finding  you. 

Who  would  have  thought 
such  luck  could  be 
that  you,  of  all  this  world 
chose  me. 

So  we’ll  get  it  together 
Just  wait  and  see 
and  if  we  don’t 
there’s  still  you  and  me. 

All  my  love,  Porcupine. _ 

DAP 

What  a  surprise 
to  find  you  so 
the  same  and  different 
from  long  ago. 

To  find  you  at  all 
after  so  much  time 
was  the  taste  of  an  apple 
the  sound  of  a  rhyme. 

And  I  hope  you  will  come 

much  longer  to  stay 

so  we  can  speak  slowly 

and  capture  the  day. _ 

The  bar  door  opened  and  two  women 
walked  out  arm  in  arm.  They  were  in 
love.  I  entered,  wearing  my  favorite 
blazer  and  khakies.  I  was  comfortable 
with  all  these  women  around  me.  I  sat, 
watching  women  dance  and  talk.  I  turn¬ 
ed  my  head.  I  saw  you.  Our  eyes  and 
hearts  met.  Would  you  like  to  meet?  I 
am  28,  mature,  thin,  well-educated, 
athletic,  sane,  independent  and 
capable  of  giving  great  hugs!  Why  not 
write?  GCN  Box  787. _ (33) 

WP 

Your  eyes  &  your  touch  reflect  me 
back  to  myself  in  glorious  colors. 

You  put  your  hand  in  my  soul  and 
suddenly  my  world  is  draped  with 
infinite  possibilities  of  adventure. 
Thank  you  for  last  weekend.  DF.  (33) 
GM  —  sexually  hot  and  active  but  AIDS 
safe/aware.  Into  fantasy,  mutual  JO 
and  stimulation.  723-2725. _ (33) 


Gm  38  prof  6',  160  lb  sk  younger  in¬ 
telligent  discreet  slim  GM  w /  sense  of 
humor,  for  friendship/poss  relationship. 
PO  Box  1311  Keene,  NH  03431.  (34) 

GF  SEEKS  FRIEND/COMPANION 
Wishes  meet  other  mature  L  woman.  I 
am  over  50  but  young  at  heart.  Wrile  Jill 
Page  PO  Box  3036.  Beverly.  MA  01915 
Include  phone  number  (33) 

NEW  YORK  CITY 

GM  25.  vegetarian  pacifist  living  in  New 
York  (but  not  into  the  typical  gay 
scene),  seeks  similar  holistically- 
minded  men  GCN  Box  783.  (33) 

GWM  touch  of  gray.  54.  sks  GM  30’s 
any  color,  for  good  conversation,  din¬ 
ner.  movies,  walk  in  the  woods,  canoe¬ 
ing.  explore  beauty  ot  New  Eng.  and 
friendship  Please  write  PO  Box  558. 
Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130  (33) 

GWM.  yng.  prof,  gdlkng.  sks  same  in 
GWF  for  mutually  beneficial  social 
appearances  in  our  straight  circles. 
Possible  relationship  GCN  Box  784 

(34) 

LIVE  IN  SOMIL/MEDFORD? 

Meet  your  neighbors  G/L  group  form 
ing  to  address  local  political  concern. 
First  meeting  3/11.  4:00-5:30.  Guest 
speaker  Ann  Maguire.  Refreshments. 
Call  628  0273  for  location.  (34) 

TO  JOHN  &  MICHAEL  IN  CAMDEN: 
Think  of  you  both  often  here  in  Boston. 
Miss  you  much  &  hope  to  see  you  next 
month.  Stay  gay  &  be  happy!  Love  Ya, 
Glenn. _ (33) 

Hi,  I’m  Chris.  I  do  Strip-A-Grams  for  par¬ 
ties.  I’m  cute,  slim,  young.  I  disrobe  as  I 
deliver  messages.  My  price  only  $40-50 
for  20-30  mins.  Not  sex  ad.  GCN  Box 
788.  (33) 

Do  U  enjoy  dancing,  movies,  music,  go¬ 
ing  out  2  eat?  GF  20  Ikng  4  sim  age 
GF’s  who  enjy  same  4  frndshp.  Not 
much  of  a  drinker  or  into  drugs.  GCN 
Box  777. _ (30) 

NORTH  OF  BOSTON  SUBURBS 
Older  prof  LF  sks  new  friend  pref  in  car¬ 
ing/creative  fields  for  quiet  country 
talk,  fun,  music,  books.  No  bars,  drugs, 
roles.  Must  be  mature,  honest,  gentle, 
supportive,  wise.  GCN  Box  781.  (33) 

ATTENTION  PAST  BOX  HOLDERS 

There  is  unclaimed  mail  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  pick-up  boxes.  Please  either  come 
in  to  claim  it,  or  send  $2.50  and  request 
that  it  be  mailed  to  you.  If  you  come  in¬ 
to  the  office,  you  must  give  us  positive 
identification  so  that  we  know  we  are 
giving  the  mail  to  its  proper  recipient. 
Thank  you. 

660,  667,  669,  674,  677,  684,  701, 

704,  706,  707,  708,  713,  714,  716,  717, 
720,  723,  729,  731,  735,  738,  739,  745, 
752.  753,  762,  763.  _ 


TUFTS  TGC  ALUMNI.  FRIENDS 
Grand  Reunion  is  being  planned  for  late 
May.  early  June  ’84  in  P’Town.  Write  for 
more  information.  Write  to  GCN  Box 
776.  Write  Soon!  _ (33) 

Harvard  reading  course  c’mate  with 
rh&m.  Sorry  we  didn't  connect.  Looked 
for  you  afterwards  on  2/22,  your  last  day 
there.  GCN  Box  785. _ (36) 

If  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  GCN  Box 
Number  (be  sure  that  it  is  not  an  out¬ 
side  box);  people  sometimes  make  that 
mistake  and  do  not  reach  the  desired 
recipient)  send  to  GCN,  167  Tremont 
St.,  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111,  Atten¬ 
tion  Classifieds  Box 

PERSONALS  FOR  MEN 

NATURAL  MAN  INTO  J/O 

29,  6’,  165,  moust,  dk  bln,  hnsme,  wl-blt, 
hung,  masculine,  all  man!  Into  other 
East  Coast  studs  for  satisf  yngsex.  Am 
totally  healthy  —  expect  same.  Photo 
exchange  must  before  meeting.  Want 
the  best?  Go  for  it! !!  GCN  Box  786.  (38) 

GCN  SPECIALS 

Fight  the  Right! 

Some  of  you  may  receive  or  run  across 
junk  mail  from  New  Right  or  religious 
right  organizations.  Two  GCN  writers 
are  trying  to  compile  and  analyze  this 
material,  especially  material  about 
AIDS.  So,  don't  throw  it  away!  What  is 
junk  to  you  is  valuable  primary  source 
material  for  us.  Don’t  assume  we  have 
any  particular  thing.  And  watch  for  an 
article  in  GCN  in  early  April  on  what  the 
homophobes  are  saying  about  AIDS. 
Send  material  to:  Cindy  Patton,  GCN, 
167  Tremont  St.  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA 
02111. 


BOSTON  GAY  HISTORY 
We  are  seeking  information  on  Scollay 
Square  and  its  immediate  surroundings 
during  and  before  World  War  II,  espe¬ 
cially  on  the  Imperial  Cafe  and  Hotel  as 
a  cruising  and  drinking  spot  for  sea¬ 
men,  as  well  as  the  Old  Howard  Bur¬ 
lesque  on  Howard  St.  and  the  Casino 
Burlesque  on  Hanover  St.,  the  5<t  all- 
night  movie  theaters.  Any  contributions 
will  be  greatly  appreciated.  Please 
write  Freddie  Greenfield,  c/o  GCN,  167 
Tremont  St.,  5th  FI.,  Boston,  MA  02111 
or  call  (617)  426-4469  and  leave  a  mes¬ 
sage  so  we  can  set  up  an  interview. 

ATTENTION  TYPESETTERS 

GCN  is  looking  for  experienced 
freelance  typesetters  for  part-time 
work.  Send  resumes  to  Nancy 
Wechsler,  GCN,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th 
floor,  Boston,  MA  02111.  We  have  a 
compugraphic  editwriter  7500.  Com- 
parable  experience  okay. _ 


NEWS  BLUES 

Our  news  department  records  about  2-4 
stories  per  week  over  the  phone  and 
then  has  to  transcribe  them  before  edit¬ 
ing,  etc.  This  would  be  much  easier 
with  a  Panasonic  RQ-323S  cassette 
tape  recorder  (for  which  we  already 
have  a  foot  pedal  and  earphones).  Any¬ 
body  got  any  connections  or  know 
where  we  can  get  one  cheap?  Call  Mike 
at  426-4469.  Thanks! 


PROMOTIONS  NEEDS  HELP 

GCN  Promotions  Dept  needs  help 
doing  small  mailings  &  other  fun 
things.  If  you  have  a  few  hours  during 
the  day  (say,  once  a  week)  consider 
spending  them  at  GCN.  Call  Richard  at 
426-4469.  Hurry.  _ . _ 

ORGANIZATIONS 

LESBIAN  &  GAY  CHRISTIANS 
and  others  skng  spiritual  fulfillment.  If 
you  are  interested  in  forming  a  UFMCC 
congregation  in  Cambridge  or  the  Bos¬ 
ton  suburbs,  call  492-7922  or  write  PO 
Box  1397,  Camb,  MA  02238.  If  have 
been  unfulfilled  by  other  churches,  this 
may  be  the  place  for  you.  Feminist  len¬ 
ten  series  beginning:  call  for  details. 
_ (45) 

LESBIAN  NRSG  SUPPORT  GRP 
Lesb  nurses  interested  in  starting  Bos¬ 
ton  area  grp  (monthly  potlucks)  for  sup¬ 
port,  info  exchange  re:  alternative 
health  practices  (polarity,  massage, 
ther  touch  etc),  call  484-9346  and  leave 
message. _ (ri) 

GAY  TEENAGE  BOYS  CLUB 
If  U  R  lonely  &  want  to  meet  boys  your 
age,  join  us.  Wkly  meetings,  make 
friends,  dates  &  talk.  Future  plans:  rock 
concerts,  sports,  ski,  beach  &  camp 
trips,  parties.  Help  finding  job  place  to 
live.  Lng  letter  w/  photo  &  phone  to  Box 
3072  Saxonville  Sta,  Framingham  MA 
01701. _ (42) 

D.O.8. 

Suppt  orgnztn  for  lesbians,  1.151  Mass 
Ave,  Camb,  Old  Bap.  Raps  evry  Tues, 
Thurs  8  pm;  35  pis  rap  2nd  Wed,  last  Fri. 
8  pm  &  3rd  Sat  7  pm;  Parents  &  Co¬ 
parents  rap  1st  &  3rd  Mons,  8  pm.  Soft- 
ball  evry  Sun  3  pm  Apr-Sept,  weathr 
permtng.  Magazine  Fid.  Bimonthly  mag 
FOCUS  $8.  Mnthly  social  &  fndraisng 
event.  Info  &  office  hrs  661-3633.  All 
women  invited  to  participate. 

GAY  LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities  in¬ 
clude  religious  observances,  discus¬ 
sions,  potluck  dinners,  folk  dancing, 
etc.  For  events,  check  GCN  Calendar, 
call  (617)  782-8894  or  write  PO  Box  11. 
Camb,  MA  02238. _ 


N  AMER  MAN/BOY  LOVE  ASSOC 
A  support  group  for  intergenerational 
relationships.  For  information  send  $1 
to:  NAMBLA— GCNAD,  PO  Box  174, 
New  York,  NY  10018.  _ (48) 


ATTENTION  ORGANIZERS! 

If  you  belong  to,  or  want  to  form,  a 
non-profit  lesbian/gay  organization 
anywhere  in  the  world,  and  you 
think  it  deserves  the  exposure  a 
GCN  Classified  ad  can  give  it,  we 
offer  special  rates  just  for  you.  A 
year  (50  deathless  issues)  for  a 
mere  $100.  If  a  year  costs  more  than 
you  want  to  spend  right  now,  you 
may  pay  in  quarterly  installments  of 
$30,  $30,  $30  and  $10.  This  is  for  an 
ad  with  one  headline  and  a  maxi¬ 
mum  of  8  lines  of  copy.  Such  an  ad 
at  present  would  cost  $6.50  per 
insertion,  so  this  is  really  a  super 
bargain.  Now,  rush  right  out  and 
catch  yourself  a  Classified)  You’ll 
be  glad  you  did.  Just  cut  this 
coupon  out  and  send  it  along  with 
your  ad  and  payment,  to  receive  the 
best  deal  in  town. 


GAY  MEN'S  COVEN 
Gay  Pride,  Feminist,  Spiritual.  Explor¬ 
ing  the  cycles  within  our  lives  and 
nature  with  a  traditional  witchcraft 
base.  Study  is  graded  towards  initia¬ 
tion.  NY  &  Seattle.  Kathexis  Anthropos, 
PO  Box  4538,  Sunnyside,  NY  11104. 
SASE,  please! _ (30) 

HETEROSEXISM,  RACISM 

Sexism,  anti-Semitism,  multicultural 
issues.  Workshops  by  national  consul¬ 
tants  for  your  organization  (municipal, 
professional,  political,  educational)  or 
business.  Contact  Equity  Institute  in 
Amherst,  MA  at  (413)  256-6902.  Co¬ 
directors  Carole  Lannigan  Johnson, 
J.D.,  and  Joan  Lester,  Ed.D. _ (s) 

NGTF  NEEDS  YOU 

Join  with  the  largest,  fastest  growing 
gay  civil  rights  group  in  the  country! 
The  National  Gay  Task  Force  works 
with  a  professional  staff  on  media  rep¬ 
resentation,  national  legislation,  infor¬ 
mation  clearinghouse,  religious  re¬ 
forms,  corporate  non-discrimination 
work  —  join  now.  $20  membership  ($5 
limited  income)  includes  Newsletter. 
NGTF,  80  Fifth  Ave.  Rm.  1601,  New 
York,  NY  10011. _ 

ROOMMATES 

Som-  Union  Sq  cl,  quiet,  indep  LF  for 
private  br  share  K  &  B.  $60/wk  inc  utils 
628-1545  eves,  wkends. _ (33) 

N  Camb:  GM  has  2  br  apt  to  share.  I'm  a 
singer  (Renais.  etc)  &  do  yoga/medita¬ 
tion.  Homey  place,  Ig  vg  garden.  Sk 
nonsmkr,  veg,  indep,  neat.  $250  +  util. 
876-8021  eve. _ (33) 


HOW  TO  PLACE  AN  AD 

Fill  in  Section  #1.  Ads  cannot  be  run  without  this  information,  which 
is  kept  strictly  confidential.  NO  ADS  are  accepted  by  phone. 

Fill  in  boxes  in  Section  #2.  One  space  for  each  letter  &  punctuation 
mark,  and  one  space  between  words. 

•Standard  capitalization  will  be  used  unless  you  pay  for  capitalized 
words. 

•Use  extra  paper  if  more  space  is  needed  (35  units  per  line). 

•  If  you  request  a  line  skipped,  such  a  blank  line  must  be  paid  for  at 
the  same  rate  as  a  printed  line. 

•Please  use  area  codes  with  phone  numbers. 

•Ad  will  be  edited  if  form  is  not  correctly  filled  out. 

•  Form  will  be  returned  if  we  cannot  read  your  writing. 

Write  your  own  category  (maximum  17  units).  GCN  will  assign  a 
category  if  you  do  not  choose  one  or  if  the  one  you  choose  is  in¬ 
appropriate. 

Complete  Section  #3  to  calculate  the  cost  of  your  ad. 

•  BUSINESS:  General  Rule— if  money  changes  hands,  it  is  business. 
Includes  renting  part  of  your  home.  Sale  of  anything  is  a  business 
unless  it  is  the  contents  of  your  home,  your  personal  car,  etc.  If  you 
are  selling  a  litter  of  pups,  it  is  business. 

•  NON-BUSINESS:  General  Rule— if  money  does  not  change  hands,  it 
is  non-business.  Personal  items  for  sale  are  considered  non¬ 
business  as  well  as  all  genuine  personal  &  non-profit  organization 
ads.  Roommate  ads  are  non-business  only  if  you  seek  someone  to 
share  rent  you  both  pay  to  a  3rd  party.  If  you  own  the  property,  you 
must  pay  the  business  rate. 

•PLEASE  NOTE:  If  you  underpay  by  choosing  the  wrong  rate,  your  ad 
wilt  be  returned.  SAVE  TIME,  send  correct  payment. 

Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  GCN  and  mail  to:  GCN 
Classifieds,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 
•DEADLINE:  Tuesday,  noon. 

All  ads  are  prepaid. 

No  phone  ads  accepted. 


Section  1 


NAME  _ 
STREET 
CITY _ 


STATE 


APT. . 
ZIP 


PHONE  L 


Section  2 


Use  1  unit  for  each  letter,  punctuation  mark  or  space  between  words. 
Print  clearly.  Ads  will  be  returned  if  we  can't  read  them. 


Category: 


CLASSIFIED  AD  FORM 


AD  POLICY 

Ad  Copy  Regulations 

•  The  forwarding  ot  an  ad  is  understood  as  acceptance 
ot  all  the  rates  and  conditions  stated  on  this  form 
GCN  reserves  the  right  to  revise  or  reject,  at  its  sole 
discretion,  any  classitied  advertisement  on  account  ot 
its  text  or  illustrations 

•No  ads  will  be  accepted  without  a  full  name,  address 
and  telephone  number,  which  will  be  kept  strictly  con¬ 
fidential 

Errors  and  Omissions 

The  extent  ot  GCN  s  liability  in  the  event  of  an  error  or 
omission  is  space  credit  equal  to  that  of  the  original 
ad.  provided  that  GCN  is  notified  of  such  error  or 
omission  by  the  advertiser  within  ten  days  of  the 
original  publication  ot  the  ad 

Changes  in  Copy 

There  is  a  single  $2.00  reset  fee  each  time  an 
ad  is  changed  and  a  $.50  per  line  per-  week 
charge  if  change  increases  length  of  ad. 

Cancellations 

There  are  no  refunds  for  cancelled  ads,  but 
space  credit  will  be  given 

Re-runs 

If  you  want  to  re-run  an  ad,  please  come  to  our 
office  or  use  the  mail,  not  the  phone.  Please 
give  us  your  full  name,  address  and  phone 
number  and  either  a  clipping  of  the  ad  or  the 
category,  date,  volume  and  number  of  GCN  in 
which  it  ran,  and  a  key  phrase— headline, 
phone  number,  etc.  Remember,  the  deadline  is 
Tuesday  at  noon. 

Box  Mail 

•Forwarding  Boxes:  $5.00  for  6  weeks. 

Mail  forwarded  at  end  of  3rd  &  6th  weeks. 

•  Pick-up  Boxes:  $2.00  for  6  weeks.  Mail  may  be 
picked  up  at  GCN  office  Mon. -Fri.  10AM-6PM. 

Answering  a  Box  Ad 

To  respond  to  an  ad  with  a  GCN  box  number, 
address  replies  to:  GCN  Classifieds  Box 
.  167  Tremont  St. ,  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA 

02111. 

Checking  Copies  and  Tearsheets 

Free  checking-copies  are  sent  for  each  week  a 
display  classified  is  run.  If  you  require  a  tear- 
sheet  or  checking  copy  for  a  line  ad,  please 
send  $1.00  per  issue  to  cover  cost  of  paper, 
postage  &  handling. 


Head 

Lines 

Head 

Lines 

Section  3 


Bold  Headlines:  Business 

Non-Business 

Light  Headlines:  Business 


1st  4  Lines 
or  part  thereof: 


Non-Business 

Business 

Non-Business 


Additional  Lines  Business 

or  part  thereof:  _  , 

Non-Business  . 

Capitalized  Wds:  (not  Headlines) . 

Display  (Boxed)  Classifieds: 

Col.  inches  or  part  thereof: 


x  2.00 
x  1.00 
x  1.00 
x  .50 
7.00 
5.00 

.75 
.50 
.25 


_ x  12.00 

TOTAL  for  1  Week  (Add) 
Number  of  Weeks  (Multiply) 
SUBTOTAL 


DISCOUNTS:  for  10-20 
consecutive  weeks 


10% 

15% 

20% 


for  21-30  consec.  wks. 
for  31  +  consec.  wks. 

TOTAL  FOR  AD  COPY 

□  Pick-up  Box:  for  6  wks  2.00 

□  Forwarding  Bx:  6wks.  5.00 

□  Tearshts:  #wks  xl.00 

□  Ckng  copies:  #wks _ xl. 

TOTAL  ENCLOSED . 


□  Please  notify  me  two  weeks  before  my  ad  runs  out  for 
renewal.  (For  long-running  business  ads  only.) 

SPECIAL  RATES  FOR  NON-PROFIT  GAY  ORGANIZATIONS 
(No  other  discounts  allowed  if  this  option  is  chosen.) 

$100  for  one  year  (50  issues).  Ad  may  have  a  maximum  of  one 

bold  or  light  headline  and  eight  lines  of  copy. 

□  Payment  in  full  enclosed. 

□  We  prefer  quarterly  installments  of  $30,  $30,  $30,  $10.  Pay¬ 
ment  for  first  installment  must  accompany  ad.  GCN  will  bill 
for  balance. 

PAYMENT  MUST  ACCOMPANY  ALL  CLASS4FIEDS. 
Return  this  form  and  payment  to  GCN  Classifieds, 
167  Tremont  St.,  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 
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Classifieds 

YOUR  NEW  HOME!!! 

Join  3  LFs  skg  1  more  to  share  beauti¬ 
ful  JP  apt.  progressive  politics,  w/d, 
spirit,  humor,  food.  Nr  Arb.  Pond.  T.  No 
smkg  pets.  $168+  avail  now!  524-6209. 

(31) 

3  GM  sk  4th  to  share  4  bdrm  apt  in 
South  End.  Must  be  eager  to  be  suppor¬ 
tive  and  "into"  creating  a  home-like  at¬ 
mosphere.  Avail  now.  If  interested, 
please  call  262-4899  Ask  for  Rick,  Jim 
or  Jeff  between  8  and  1 1  PM.  (33) 

AVAILABLE  IMMEDIATELY 
2  GF  sk  3rd  for  Pond  side  apt  in  JP.  1 
cat.  no  more.  No  smkrs.  W&D/sauna/bk 
yard.  $162  +  .  Ilene.  524-7184,  542-5594; 
Joyce.  329-5300,  ext,  224 _  (34) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

We  are  2  LFs  &  2  BiFs  Ikng  for  2  Fs  for 
our  semi-coop  house  of  6.  Nr  Pond,  on 
T,  $135  +  .  No  cigs,  no  more  pets. 
Available  now.  522-2850. _ (33) 

2  LF  sk  1  LF  for  large  2  fl  apt  in  hse  in  E 
Arlington.  Nr  trans,  big  rms,  frnt  &  back 
prch,  lots  of  sun  &  trees.  $200+  util. 
Avail  now.  643-6104  Beth  or  Janet.  (34) 
Do  you  leave  dishes  in  the  sink  &  yr 
vacuum  clnr  in  the  closet?  If  so,  skip 
this  ad:  2  L  —  1  compulsive,  the  other 
impulsive  but  both  lovable  —  sk 
another  resp.  warm  L  to  share 
gorgeous,  sunny  CLEAN  apt  in  dyke- 
owned  hse  loc  in  beautiful  racially  mix¬ 
ed  nbhd  of  JP  1  blk  frm  T.  165/mo 
(cheap).  No  smkng,  no  barking,  but  1 
meow  is  negotiable.  Deb  or  Jil  524-7390 
or  Jil,  253-4271  days. _ (?) 

MATURE  HOUSEMATE  WANTED 
By  GF.  Beautiful  home  North  Shore. 
Own  bdrm/bath.  Kitchen  privileges 
parking,  yard  No  pets  No  smoking. 
$285  incall.  (617)927  0885  (33) 

LF  sks  non-smkng.  vegetarian  rmle  for 
sunny  2  bdrm  Jamaica  Plain  apt 
Natural  wood,  nr  Arboretum  ft  T  2 
porches.  $230.  Call  522-0029  eve  (34) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

Space  in  sunny, Jarge,  attract  house  nr 
Arb.  3  quiet  LFs  sk  4th  (employed,  plz) 
who  likes  cats,  not  cigs.  T  access 
Green  &  Orange.  $150/mo  +  utils  & 
sec.  524-7880. _ (32) 

LF  29  prof  artist,  seeks  friendly,  resp  LF 
rmte  to  share  large,  sunny  6  rm  Arl¬ 
ington  Hghts  apt.  Wood  firs,  mdrn  kit¬ 
chen,  great  view,  quiet  st.  20  min 
busride  to  Harvard  Sq.  5  min  dr  to  Rte  2. 
Love  of  music  &  sense  of  humor  a  must. 
$250  +  utils.  Avail  immediately 

648-4936.  _  (32), 

SUMMER  HOME WNTD 

2  LF  sk  quiet  country  home  in  June,  July, 
Aug  for  writing  &  gardening  in  West 
Mass  or  Vt.  Betsy/Berit  354-5441, _ (v) 


JOB  WANTED _ 

I  need  a  job.  Young  WM,  good-cooking, 
housekeeper.  I'm  paid  $l0/hr.  I'm  Chris. 
GCN  Box  789. _ (33) 

M  27,  sks  career  opportunities.  Hv 
Human  Services  degree  ft  exp,  but 
wllng  to  explore  all  avenues.  Pis  wrte 
Bx  401  Swampscott.  MA  01907  (35) 


TRAVEL _ 

San  Francisco.  Los  Angeles.  Houston 
Bed  and  Breakfast  in  pvt  gay  homes 
Comfort  Friendship  BayHosts  1 1:>5 
Bosworth.  SF  94131  (415)  334-7262  (33) 
Los  Angeles  Guest  accommodations 
in  private  Gay  homes  Reasonable 
rates.  Details;  LAHosts.  4101D  Perlita 
Ave.  LA  90039.  (33l 

PUBLICATIONS 

HARPIES  MONTHLY,  a  woman's  news¬ 
letter  seeks  poetry,'  short  stories,  ar¬ 
ticles,  art.  SASE,  484  Lake  Park  Ave. 
ft  104,  Oakland,  CA  94610. _ (33) 

TV-TS  TAPESTRY 
ISSUE  41  NOW  AVAILABLE 
Tasteful  informative  magazine  for  per¬ 
sons  interested  in  crossdressing. 
Directory  of  organizations,  services, 
coming  events,  personl  listings,  etc. 
Send  $10  to:  Tapestry,  c/o  Tiffany  Club, 
Box  19,  Wayland,  MA  01778.  (617) 
358-5575.  VISA  &  Mastercard  accepted. 
Issues  also  available  at:  Glad  Day 
Books  (Boston),  Out  of  Town  News 
(Cambridge),  Liberty  Books  (Bstn), 
Tower  News  (Lowell),  United  Book 
(Wore),  Reader's  Feast  (Hartford),  NYC, 
and  Giovanni’s  Corner  (Phila). _ (36) 

MOVERS 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialist. 
Any  time  of  day  —  any  day  of  year. 
No  overtime  charges  354-2184 
MDPU  Number  23733 


o 

$7-$15/hr. 

> 

.  MAXI-VANS 

o 

•  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

o 

cc 

.  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

< 

•  LIC.  and  INS. 

o 

31 

236-1848 

BOSTON  TRUCKING  COMPANY 

Gay  owned  business 
Licensed  and  Insured  MA  DPU  #25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  Careful  Movers  641-1234  _ 


Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Exp.  Rel.  Lie  ft  Ins 
MDPU  #  24430 

_  Tel  646-6540 _ 

Poor  Peoples  Movers 
Licensed  and  insured 
MDPU  24184  We  care 
_ 522-0826. _ (10) 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Erotic  women  s  music  and  poetry.  6.95 
cassette,  mail  to:  New  to  You,  PO  Box 
5222.  No.  Hollywood,  CA  91607.  (34) 


NON-SEXIST 
PASSOVER  HAGADAH 

Yet  Traditional 
For  the  Whole  Family 
In  Hebrew.  English  and 
Transliteration 

$4  or  Send  SASE  for  Brochure 

HAGADAH  — Dept  S,  POB  3094 
_ Oakland.  CA  94609 _ 

BEREAVED  LESBIANS 

Lesbian  psychotherapist  writing  doc¬ 
toral  dissertation  would  like  to  inter¬ 
view  lesbians  who  have  ever  lost  a  lover 
through  death.  Your  story  is  important. 
Strictly  confidential  2  hr  interview.  Will 
travel  in  Northeast.  Linda  Jones,  4  Eus- 
ton  St.  Brookline.  MA  02146,  (617) 
735-9662. _ (33) 

MOVING  SALE _ 

APARTMENT  SALE 

Everything  must  go!  TV,  beds,  sofa, 
washer-dryer,  fridge.  297  Mt  Auburn  St, 
Watertown.  924-2053.  Saturday,  March 
24. 10am-6pm.  Come  and  buy! _ (35) 

JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

B&W  darkroom  assistant.  Must  have 
strong  technical  background  in 
photography.  Starting  pay  $4. 00/hr. 
Woman  preferred.  Gabriel  Brooke  (617) 
487-3232.  Provincetown. _ (34) 

RADIO  ADVERTISING 
SALESPERSON 

Earn  23  percent  commission  as  an  in¬ 
dependent  contractor  for  new  FM  sta¬ 
tion.  Supportive  environment  on  the 
job,  liberal  college  town  near.  Resume 
to  John  Carlile,  WZZY,  PO  Box  427G, 
Winchester,  IN  47394. _ (34) 

FULL  TIME  PSYCHOTHERAPIST 
Request  application  instructions  from 
LGCS,  124  W  Lake,  Minneapolis,  MN 
55408,  (612)  827-5614.  People  of  color 
encouraged  to  apply.  _ (34) 

ATTENTION  TYPESETTERS 

GCN  is  looking  for  experienced 
freelance  typesetters  for  part-time 
work.  Send  resumes  to  Nancy 
Wechsler,  GCN,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th 
floor,  Boston,  MA  02111.  We  have  a 
compugraphic  editwriter  7500.  Com- 
parable  experience  okay. _ ' 


WORKING  WOMEN 

9  to  5.  Boston's  working  women’s 
organization,  is  now  hiring  individuals 
to  do  community  outreach,  fundraising 
&  to  move  people  to  action  on  issues 
that  affect  women  in  the  workplace. 
Hrs.  1:30-9:30.  Training  ft  benefits  in¬ 
cluded.  Call  423-3254  btwn  9AM  1PM 

_ (33) 


RESORTS _ 

VERMONT  GUESTHOUSE 
Downhill/x-country  skiing,  snowshoe 
walks.  &  a  cozy  wood  stove  for  keeping- 
warm.  Bd  &  bkfst  for  lesbians  &  gay 
men — nr  Stratton.  Mt  Snow.  Reserv 
only.  Dave  &  Mike  (802)  348-7840. 

Stable  Bunkhouse'  Box  606.  Wilming¬ 
ton.  VT  05363.  Phil  (802)  464-3932.  Just 
■  a  bunk  or  room/B  apt  or  house.  Night, 
weeknd.  week,  mnth  or  season.  (33) 
GREENHOPE  FARM 
in  Northrn  VT  still  has  snow!  Maple 
sugaring,  baby  goats,  homemade  bread 
&  a  cozy  fireplace.  $25/day  inc  full 
breakfast  &  dinner.  (802)  533-7772. 
_ J33) 

BRINLEY  VICTORIAN  INN 
Romance  a  friend  in  Newport!  Cozy 
rooms  have  antiques  ft  flowers.  Warm 
&  safe.  Come  let  us  pamper  you!  GCN 
disc.  Cont  brkft.  (401)849-7645.  (13) 

ROOMS  FOR  RENT 

FURNISHED  ROOMS 

Renovated  rooming  house  in  South  End 
seeking  working,  responsible  tenants. 
Rooms  are  large,  have  small  kitchen 
unit,  and  very  clean.  Share  bath  in  hall. 
Laundry  in  Basement.  Yard  for  common 
use.  $50-85/wk.  542-2137. _ (34) 

APARTMENTS _ 

JP  2  BEDROOM  2ND  FLOOR 

Apt  avail  Mar  1  or  after.  I  am  3rd  fl 
tenant.  Want  to  see  women  move  in 
downstairs.  Safe  house,  Pets  OK.  400  + 
gas  ht.  Call  late  eves  522-6899. _ (33) 

ALL  APARTMENT  ADS,  even  if  you  rent 
space  in  your  own  home,  are  business 
ads  and  must  be  paid  for  at  the 
business  rate  (see  form).  


RENTAL  WANTED 

2  prof  LF  sk  yr  round  rental  on  NS  with 
country  or  waterfront  setting.  Willing  to 
share.  Exc  ref.  356-2554  weekends  and 
after  5  pm  weekdays.  (34) 

SERVICES _ 

REUPHOLSTERING 

Wicker  chair  cushions,  seats  covered, 
draperies  &  curtains  custom  made  from 
your  fabric.  Quality  workmanship. 
Charlie  646-2672. _ (42) 


GAY  MEN'S  THERAPY  GROUP 
Openings.  Group  focus  is  on  intimacy, 
gay  identity,  relationships.  Individual 
therapy  also  available.  Sliding  fee.  Call 
Francis  Giambrone  628-6988  (c) 

HOLISTIC  THERAPY/HYPNOSIS 
For  self-improvement  relaxation  & 
habit  control.  Also  on-going  therapy 
group  for  men.  Located  in  Central 
Square  Cambridge.  Jim  O'Brien 
576-2114. _  (29) 

**  TAX  TAMER"  ‘  Expert  income  tax 
work  at  reasonable  rates.  Long  or  short 
forms.  4  years  pro  experience  gay  owned 
&  operated.  436-2583  (29) 


TROUBLED  GAYS 

PSYCHOTHERAPY 
For  the  Usual  Human  Problems 
Loneliness.  Depression 
Despair 

Just  General  Misery 
Initial  Interview  at  No  Charge 
Ruth  CHESSMAN 
(617)  964-2510 


INTERIOR  PAINTING 
Wallpapering,  general  renovations,  top 
quality  workmanship,  free  estimates. 
Tom  or  Dave  evenings  723-3641.  (26) 

COUNSELING— PSYCHOTHERAPY 
For  individuals  or  couples,  long  or  short 
term.  Reasonable  rates,  sliding  scale. 
John  Graves.  266-2069.  Formerly  6 
years  with  HCHS. _  (20) 

TYPESETTING 

Want  the  best???  Let  GCN  typeset  your 
resume,  flier,  brochure,  newsletter, 
magazine.  You  name  it!  Reasonable 
rates.  Call  426-4469  and  ask  for  Nancy 
Wechsler. 


Counseling  for  Individuals, 
Couples  and  Groups 
Career  Assessment 
Insurance  Now  Accepted 

BELLVILLE  ASSOCIATES 
Copley  Square 
(617)  739-7803 


HOUSECLEANING  BOSTON  AREA 

Home,  Condos,  Apt,  Office 
Have  References 
Call  James  825-0538 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
COPLEY  SQUARE 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
ALCOHOL  COUNSELING 
HYPNOTHERAPY 
SEX  THERAPY 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)  353-0225  for  appIT^ 


TO  ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  AND  OUT  OF 
■PRISON  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE 
■Alexander  Barkman,  Prison  Memoirs  ol  an 
Snarchist). 


129  yr  old  attractive,  intelligent  and 
■  lovable  woman  needs  to  hear  from  the 
I  free  world.  Will  answer  all  letters. 
I  Patricia  JENSEN,  LB-335,  W19444, 
I  Frontera  CA  91720. _ 


I  Lonely  female  in  search  of  the  same 

■  for  possible  relationship.  Born  in  L.A. 
124  yrs  of  age.  Green  eyes.  Dodger 

■  CARDINAL  (yes,  it  is  my  real  name), 

I W- 18685.  Latham  A  203L,  Frontera  CA 
191720.  _ 


134  year  old  gay  lady  would  like  some 
I  letters  to  look  forward  to.  Been  in  6 
[years.  Likes  sparkles,  lavendar,  the 
full  moon,  unicorns,  stars,  rainbows, 
storms,  fireworks,  and  lightening.  (Not 
allowed  to  correspond  with  anyone 
[who  is  incarcerated.)  Mary  ELLIS, 
160015,  BCI  (H-4),  Box  8540,  Pembroke 
Pines  FL  33024 


Lonely  aggressive  female  in  search  of 
love  and  companionship.  Write  me. 
I'm  26.  120  lbs.,  and  would  appreciate 
it  very  much.  Deidre  PICKLER,  16902 
L-A,  Frontera  CA  91720. 
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GCN  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  PRISONER 
PROJECT 

We  send  free  papers,  books  (when  they 
are  donated  and  when  money  for 
postage  is  donated)  and  run  free  penpal 
ads.  (There’s  sometimes  a  long  waiting 
list  because  of  limited  space.)  Little  by 
little  as  we  get  more  volunteer  labor 
power  we’ll  be  looking  for  other  ways  to 
support  lesbians  and  gay  men  behind 
bars.  If  you  can  help  with  your  time  or  a 
contribution  (of  money  or  paperbacks), 
please  send  to  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Prisoner  Project,  c/o  GCN,  167  Tremont 
St.,  5th  Fl.,  Boston,  MA  02111.  Thanks! 


Publications  FREE  to  women 

Through  the  Looking  Glass  (women's 
prison  newsletter),  Box  22061,  Seattle 
WA  98122. 

The  Second  Wave  (a  magazine  ot 
ongoing  feminism),  Box  344,  Cam¬ 
bridge  A,  Cambridge  MA  02139. 

New  Women’s  Times,  864  Meigs 
St. .Rochester  NY  14620. 

Sister  Source  (midwest  lesbian 
feminist  newsletter),  PO  Box  14070, 
Chicago  IL  60614. 

Common  Lives/Lesbian  Lives  (can  be 
mailed  in  envelope  with  return  address 
‘‘Common  Lives"),  Box  1553,  Iowa  City 
I A  52244. 

Big  Mama  Rag,  1 724  Gaylord,  Denver 
CO  80206. 

Off  Our  Backs,  1724  20th  St,  Wash 
DC  20009. 

Sinister  Wisdom  (a  journal  for  the 
lesbian  imagination  in  all  women),  PO 
Box  660,  Amherst  MA  01004. 

Matrix,  PO  Box  722,  Olympia  WA 
98507. 


ATTENTION  PRISONERS 
(especially  women) 

We  are  looking  for  short  articles  (3-4 
typewritten  pages,  it  you  can  get  you 
hands  on  a  typewriter,  handwritten 
neatly  if  you  can't)  on  your  experience 
with  the  law  enforcement,  court  and 
prison  business.  Also  graphics  (line 
drawings,  cartoons,  etc.)!!  Don’t  send 
anything  you  expect  to  get  sent  back 
(postage  is  just  too  expensive).  They 
can  be  very  ‘personal’  pieces  or 
political  rantings  and  ravings. 
Remember  you're  writing  to  other  gay 
men  and  women  who  have  much  to 
learn  about  how  the  law  really  works. 
Send  your  stuff  to:  GCN  Prisoner 
Project,  167  Tremont  St.,  Boston  MA 
02111.  Enjoy!] 


Prisoners 

Seeking 

Friends 


js - 

ATTENTION  GAY  PRISONERS!! 
Are  you  interested  in  knowing  gay 
prisoners  in  other  prisons  for  network¬ 
ing  and  mutually  advantageous  infor¬ 
mation?  I  am.  Write  and  we  will  make 
it  an  exchange  of  info  and  ideas.  Fred 
Markham,  PO  Box  32,  257574,  Hunt¬ 
sville  TX  77348.  If  your  captors  will  not 
let  you  write  other  prisoners,  forward 
through  E.  Carl  Lawrence,  10300  Har- 
win  Dr.  No.514,  Houston  TX  77036,  or 
via  Mike  Riegle  at  GCN.  Write  just  like 
you  were  writing  to  them  and  after  a 
few  lines  say  ‘Send  on  to  Fred.’  Don't 
be  oppressed.  It’s  your  choice.  The 
man  can  be  beat!  I  will  return  via  an 
outside  address.  Let’s  get  it  together! 


I  would  also  like  to  get  a  penpal.  My 
hobbies  are  reading,  collecting  pic¬ 
tures,  (my  nickname  is  ‘Polaroid’  or 
'Snapshot')  and  I  love  people  with  a 
sense  of  humor.  Edward  PATTERSON, 
31522-066,  Box  1000,  Otisville  NY 
10963. 


I'm  into  most  anything,  but  I  like  to 
play  the  bottom.  It'd  sure  be  nice  to 
have  someone  to  write  to.  I’ll  do  my 
best  to  stay  ‘strong  and  sweet'  (as  you 
say).  Robert  HILL,  361708,  Hospital  11, 
Rt.11  Ellis,  Huntsville  TX  77343. 

I  would  love  to  hear  from  all  people  in¬ 
terested  in  commuicating  with  a 
sincere  person.  I’m  very  broadmind¬ 
ed.  Send  photo  and  I’ll  do  the  same. 
Parnell  SEATON  EL,  159030,  Box  779, 
Marquette  Ml  49855. 
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I  am  a  lonely  drag  queen  seeking  a 
penpal  for  a  long  relationship  through| 
the  mail.  I  will  write  to  anyone,  and  no| 
race  hangup  either  (GM,  GF.  . . .).  I  let 
another  friend  read  your  paper  who's | 
not  gay  but  he  liked  it  too.  Please  keep 
it  coming!  Thanks.  ‘Lady  Bunnie';  Paul 
HOWARD,  073506,  R.C.  Angola  La| 
70712. 

I  am  a  gay  prisoner  from  Mass  and) 

would  enjoy  hearing  from  gays  in  all  [ 
walks  of  life.  I  am  good  looking,  dark 
irish,  butch.  Your  newspaper  has  been 
an  inspiration  to  our  identity  and) 
pride.  Best  wishes!  Stephen  KENNY. 
071539-596,  Box  99,  Clermont  FL  | 
32711. _ 

Indian  male,  hazel  eyes,  dark  brown, 
medium  build,  seeking  corres-l 
pondence  with  other  GAY  MEN.  A/A| 
Jay  HOLZAPFEL,  13287-2,  PO  Box  41, 
Michigan  City  IN  46360. _ 

I’m  6  ft,  reddish  brown  hair,  hazel  I 

eyes,  and  looking  for  some  people  to | 
correspond  with.  Douglas  DAILEY. 
090142  MN-443,  PO  Drawer  1072,  Ar- 
cadia  FL  33821. _ __ 

I  have  a  nice  healthy  and  firm  body,  | 

am  honest  eager  to  please  and  be| 
pleased.  Seeking  relationships  with  [ 
gay  males  or  TVs  who  might  consider  I 
getting  when  I  get  out.  I  prefer  older  I 
men.  James  KENNEDY,  908135, [ 
MCI/G-541,  No.456,  Box  158,  Lowell  FL 
32663. _ 

I'm  in  prison  and  lonely.  If  you  are  bet¬ 
ween  18  and  35  and  have  a  nice  body, 
send  me  a  letter  along  with  some  hot 
photos.  William  CHRISTIAMSEN, 

C  0 11 23.  Box  A-E,  SLO  CA  93409. 

I'm  an  open-minded  high  school  grad. 

I  enjoy  sports,  writing,  reading,  poetry 
and  music.  Due  to  be  released  in  May 
84.  David  JOHNSON,  A-73911,  Box 
711,  Menard  IL  62259. 


I'm  a  fairly  accomplished  artist  and 
J  enjoy  drawing  my  own  stationary  and 
I,  greeting  cards  (but  I  have  no  one  to 
1  send  the  stuff  to!)  I  would  very  much 
appreciate  getting  some  mail  from 
other  gay  individuals  who  would  enjoy 
exchanging  cheerful  letters.  James  L. 
MARTIN,  076242,  PO  Box  747,  Starke 
FL  32091. _ ____ 

I  am  an  outdoorsy  person  and  like  all 
types  of  animals.  I  like  to  go  shopping 
for  clothes  and  also  to  go  out  and  en- 
I  joy  the  nightlife  (which  I  haven’t  done 
|  much  of  lately).  I  like  meeting  new 
friends  too  (of  course).  I  was  just  star¬ 
ting  hormones  when  I  was  arrested 
I  (I’m  also  aka  Barbra  L.  Callahan). 
Brian  S.  HERRON,  16618-2,  PO  Box  30, 
Pendleton  IN  46064. _ 

MONA  LISA!  I’d  very  much  like  to  hear 
from  you  again.  Please  contact  me. 

I  Angel  Roberts,  178  N.  Harrison, 
Ogden  UT  84404, _ 

I  My  hair  is  black  and  worn  in  an  Afro- 
Istyle  most  of  the  time.  My  eyes  are 

■  bedroom  black,  and  when  I  look  at 
(you,  it  takes  you  off  your  feet.  I  would 

■  like  to  find  a  mate  to  write  to.  Always 

(waiting,  Henry  WATKINS.  300713, 
[Ramsey  I  Unit  Farm,  Rt  4,  Box  1100, 
[Rosharon  TX  77583. _ 

[Black  male  seeks  correspondence 
(from  caring  people.  My  hobbies  are 
(reading,  exercising,  raquet  ball,  and 
Ijogging.  Interested,  write  Edward 
|MOORE,  161-153,  Box  57,  Marion  ON 
43302. 

[Gay  male,  calm,  cool,  collective  and 
[cute.  Needs  a  friend.  Billy  LEWIS, 

1 29949,  Box  639,  Las  Cruces  NM 
|88004  gja 


Send  me  Gay  Community  News! 

My  name  is _ Address _ 

City _ _ _ State _ Zip _ 

New  Subscription  □  Renewal  □ 

1  year  $29.00  $ 

25  weeks  $1 7.00  $ 

25  weeks/low  income  $10.00  $ 

I  would  like  to  contribute  towards  a  free 
subscription  for  a  lesbian  or  gay  prisoner.  $ 

Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money  order  for  $ 

These  rates  are  for  subscriptions  within  the  USA.  Add  50%  for  foreign, 
including  Canada.  Amounts  received  in  excess  will  be  considered  donations, 

which  are  greatly  appreciated. 

Mail  to:  GCN  Subscriptions,  167  Tremont  Street,  Boston,  MA  02111 

GCN  is  published  by  a  non-profit  educational  foundation. 


